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Questions

Consider the following statements with respect to e-RUPI

1. It is a cashless and contactless digital payments medium, which will
be delivered to mobile phones of beneficiaries in form of an SMS-
string or a QR code.

2. It has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of
India in collaboration with Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and
National Health Authority.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following statements with respect to Controller
General of Accounts (CGA)

1. The Office of Controller General of Accounts derives mandate from
Article 150 of the Indian Constitution.

2. It works under the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Which of the following statement(s) is/ are correct with respect
to All India Quota (AIQ) Scheme

1. It comprises 20% of UG seats in government engineering colleges
and 35% of UG seats in government medical colleges.

2. In Abhay Nath v University of Delhi and Others, the SC directed that
reservation of 15% for Scheduled Castes and 7.5% for Scheduled
Tribes be introduced with in the AIQ.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. DEPwD organises Samajik Adhikarita Shivir for distribution
of aids & assistive devices to Divyangjan under the ADIP
Scheme :-

What is the News?

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities(DEPwD) has
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organized Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’. In this shivir, aids and assistive
devices will be distributed among ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP
Scheme and among Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri
Yojana’.

About ADIP Scheme:

Launched by: Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities(DEPwD) under the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment.
Aim: To assist the needy disabled persons in procuring durable and
scientifically manufactured appliances. It will promote their
physical, social, and psychological rehabilitation by reducing the
effects of disabilities and enhancing their economic potential.
Implementated by: NGOs, National Institutes under the Ministry of
Social Justice & Empowerment, and ALIMCO (a PSU that
manufactures artificial limbs).
Eligibility:

Indian citizen of any age
Has 40% disability or more
Monthly income not more than Rs.20,000.
In the case of dependents, the income of parents/guardians
should not exceed Rs. 20,000/- per month
Must not have received assistance during the last 3 years,
and for children, it’s the last 1 year.

About Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana:

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana is the scheme of the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. It was launched in 2017.
Type: It is a central sector scheme funded by the Senior
Citizens’ Welfare Fund.
Aim: to provide aids and assistive living devices to senior citizens
belonging to Below Poverty Line (BPL) category who suffer from age-
related disabilities such as low vision, hearing impairment, loss of
teeth, and locomotor disabilities.

The aids and assistive devices include walking sticks,
elbow crutches, hearing aids, wheelchairs, and spectacles,
etc.

Implementated by: Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of
India (ALIMCO), which is a public sector undertaking under the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

2) Clinical trials of ‘Ashwagandha’ soon :- 

What is the News?

The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.’s London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) to conduct a study on
‘Ashwagandha’ for promoting recovery from COVID-19.

About the Study:

All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) is an autonomous body
under the Ministry of Ayush. Under this collaboration, the LSHTM
will conduct clinical trials of ‘Ashwagandha’ on 2,000 participants in
three U.K. cities.
The study will be conducted for a period of three months.
Under this, one group of 1,000 participants will be administered
‘Ashwagandha’ [AG] tablets, while the second group of 1,000
participants will be assigned a placebo which is indistinguishable
from AG in looks and taste.
These patients will then be observed to understand the effects
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of Ashwagandha’ in promoting recovery from COVID-19.

About ‘Ashwagandha’:

Ashwagandha’ (Withania somnifera) is commonly known as
‘Indian winter cherry ’.
It is a traditional Indian herb that boosts energy, reduces stress,
and makes the immune system stronger.
Ashwagandha has also shown success in treating both acute and
chronic rheumatoid arthritis.

Rheumatoid arthritis(RA) is an autoimmune disease that
can cause joint pain and damage throughout your body.

3) Operation Blue Freedom: Team Of Special Forces Veterans,
People With Disabilities To Scale Siachen Glacier :- 

What is the News?

The government of India has accorded sanction to Team CLAW to lead a
team of people with disabilities to scale Siachen Glacier. It will be a new
world record for the largest team of people with disabilities. This expedition
is being undertaken as part of ‘Operation Blue Freedom’.

About Operation Blue Freedom:

Operation Blue Freedom was launched in 2019 by CLAW Global,
a team of former Special Forces Operatives of the Indian Army and
the Indian Navy.
The Operation is a social impact venture aimed at rehabilitating
people with disabilities through adaptive adventure sports.
It aims to shatter the common perception of pity, charity,
and inability associated with people with disabilities and recreate
it to one of dignity, freedom, and ability.
Moreover, their focus is also to ‘design and implement
sustainable large-scale employment solutions’ for people with
disabilities, especially in the ‘Environment conservation and
Sustainability’ space.

About Siachen Glacier:

Siachen Glacier is the longest glacier in the Karakoram and the
second-longest in the world’s non-polar areas.
Location: The glacier is located in the Eastern Karakoram range in
the Himalayas. It lies just northeast of Point NJ9842, where the Line
of Control between India and Pakistan ends.
The Siachen Glacier lies immediately south of the great
drainage divide that separates the Eurasian Plate from the Indian
subcontinent. It lies in the extensively glaciated portion of the
Karakoram sometimes called the “Third Pole”.
Significance: The Siachen has been an important bone of
contention between India and Pakistan since 1984 when the Indian
Army launched Operation Meghdoot to take control of the entire
Siachen glacier.
The glacier’s melting waters are the main source of the Nubra
River in the Indian region of Ladakh which drains into the Shyok
River. The Shyok in turn joins the Indus River, which flows through
Pakistan.

4) PM to launch digital payment solution e-RUPI :- 

The Prime Minister has launched a digital Initiative named “e-RUPI”.

 About e-RUPI:
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e-RUPI is a cashless and contactless instrument for digital
payment. It is founded on the Unified Payment Interface(UPI)
platform.
Purpose: It is designed to be a person and purpose-specific digital
payment solution. It seeks to ensure that government schemes
reach intended beneficiaries in a targeted and leak-proof manner,
with limited touchpoints between the government and the
beneficiary.
Developed by: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) in
collaboration with the Department of Financial Services (DFS), the
Union Health Ministry, and the National Health Authority (NHA).

How does e-RUPI work?

The e-RUPI system relies on mobile phones. This e-voucher is
intended to be a seamless, one-time payment mechanism.
A beneficiary will receive a QR code or SMS string-based e-
voucher on her mobile phone. The beneficiary, then, can redeem
this e-voucher at the service provider without the need for any card,
digital payment app, or internet banking access.

Features of e-RUPI:

Firstly, e-RUPI connects the sponsors of the services with the
beneficiaries and service providers in a digital manner without any
physical interface.
Secondly, It ensures that the payment to the service provider is
made only after the transaction is completed.
Thirdly, being pre-paid in nature, it assures timely payment to the
service provider without the involvement of any intermediary.

Significance of e-RUPI:

e-RUPI is expected to be a revolutionary initiative in the direction
of ensuring a leak-proof delivery of welfare services.

It can be used for delivering services under schemes,
meant for providing drugs and nutritional support like
Ayushman Bharat fertilizer subsidies, etc.

Even the private sector can leverage these digital vouchers as
part of their employee welfare and corporate social responsibility
programs.

5) PM launches SAFAL for CBSE students, Vidya Pravesh for
preschoolers :- 

What is the News?

The Prime Minister has launched the SAFAL assessment framework and
Vidya Pravesh Scheme on the first anniversary of National Education
Policy(NEP) 2020.

About SAFAL:

SAFAL stands for Structured Assessment For Analysing Learning.
Purpose: It is a competency-based assessment for grades 3, 5 and
8 introduced by the Central Board of Secondary Education(CBSE).
SAFAL will be used to assess the progress of foundational skills
and basic learning outcomes among students.

Benefits of SAFAL:

SAFAL, as a diagnostic assessment tool, will provide
developmental feedback to schools and teachers to improve
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teaching-learning without additional examination pressure on
students.
It has also been designed to help students, parents, and
teachers to track learning progress throughout the school years and
not just in Grades 10 and 12.

About Vidya Pravesh scheme:

Vidya Pravesh is a preschool preparation programme for young
children.
It will prepare young students for school and help them learn
basics like numbers, colours and alphabets.

6) Intel partners with CBSE to launch ‘AI For All’ initiative := 

What is the News?

The Prime Minister has launched the “AI For All’ initiative.

About AI For All Initiative:

The AI For All Initiative has been launched by the Central Board
of Secondary Education(CBSE) in collaboration with Intel.
Aim: To create a basic understanding of artificial intelligence (AI)
for every citizen in the country.

Key Features of the Initiative:

Under the Initiative, a 4-hour, self-paced learning program has
been prepared that demystifies AI in an inclusive manner.
The program can be used by a student, a stay-at-home parent,
professional in any field or even a senior citizen.
With this, the initiative aims to introduce AI to 1 million citizens in
its first year.
Moreover, to ensure inclusive access, the program is available in
11 vernacular languages for anyone with digital access.
The content is also compatible with various talkback
applications to make it accessible for visually impaired people.

7) About Section 66A:

Section 66A defines the punishment for sending “offensive”
messages through a computer or any other communication device
like a mobile phone or a tablet.
A conviction can fetch a maximum of three years in jail and a fine.

What were the issues with the Act?

The vagueness about what is “offensive”. The word has a very
wide connotation and is open to distinctive, varied interpretations.
Hence, it was subjective and what may be fine for one person,
may lead to a complaint from someone else. Consequently, an
arrest under Section 66A if the police prima facie accepts the latter
person’s view.

Shreya SInghal vs UOI

Introduction: Supreme Court in a landmark judgment struck down section
66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 which provided provisions for
the arrest of those who posted allegedly offensive content on the internet
upholding freedom of expression.

The act was violative of Article 19(1)(a) and not saved under Article 19(2).

Page 5/137

TEMSIAS temsias.com

@temsias

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



Article 19(1)(a) gives people the right to speech and
expression, whereas 19(2) accords the state the power to impose
reasonable restrictions on the exercise of this right.

In quashing Section 66A, in Shreya Singhal, the Supreme Court has not only
given a fresh lease of life to free speech in India but has also performed its
role as a constitutional court for Indians.)

8)Preventive detention only to forestall public disorder: SC := 

What is the News?

The Supreme Court has ruled that the provision for preventive detention
cannot be invoked over apprehension of law and order problems.
Furthermore, it said a person can be detained only in cases where public
order is directly affected.

What was the case?

The judgment came on an appeal filed by the wife of a man
placed under preventive detention under the Telangana Prevention
of Dangerous Activities Act, shortly after he was granted bail in a
cheating case.
The man was alleged to have cheated people by claiming he is a
High Court advocate and convinced them to invest
money, promising good returns from the stock market.
Hence, the detention order stated that he was engaged in a white-
collar offense and his free movement would hinder public
order.

What did the Supreme Court say?

The detention of an individual under preventive detention law
should be based on apprehensions that the concerned person is a
threat to “public order” affecting the community at large. Mere
‘law and order’ problems such as indulging in cheating or
criminal breach of trust would not be sufficient.
The state should not arbitrarily use preventive detention to deal
with all “law and order” problems, which could be dealt with by
ordinary law.
In all such cases, the court must ask one question in deciding its
legality, i.e. was the ordinary law of the land sufficient to deal
with the situation? If the answer is in the affirmative, the
detention order will be illegal.
Moreover, preventive detention must fall within the four corners
of Article 21 (due process of law). It must be read with Article
22 (safeguards against arbitrary arrest and detention) and
the statute in question.

Hence, the court canceled the preventive detention order and said that the
State should have contested the bail order in a higher court rather than
slapping an executive order of preventive detention on him on the ground
that, if set free, he would cheat more people.

9) Ozone levels exceeding permitted levels: study :- 

What is the News?

A Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) study has found that ozone
levels are exceeding the permitted levels even during winter in Delhi-NCR.
It is making the smog more “toxic”.

Key Findings of the Study:
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Ozone is becoming more widespread in Delhi and the National
Capital Region (NCR) across all seasons. It is contrary to the
notion that ozone is a summer phenomenon and is produced
photochemically from the interaction between gases in the
presence of sunlight.
Increasing Ozone Standards: The number of days not meeting
the ozone standards has begun to increase. The city-wide
average largely remains within the standard. But the ‘good’
category days have fallen to 115 days in 2020 which is 24 days less
than in 2019 in Delhi.
Pandemic effect: Despite the pandemic and lockdowns, more
days and locations witnessed a higher and longer duration of ozone
spells.
Night-time ozone is higher during the pandemic lockdown
and night curfews: Ozone generally disintegrates after sunset. It
is because, in the absence of sunlight, NOx further reacts with
ozone to neutralize it. But elevated ozone levels have been noticed
during nighttime.

About Ozone:

Ozone is a gas composed of three atoms of oxygen. Ozone occurs
both in the Earth’s upper atmosphere and at ground level. It can be
good or bad, depending on where it is found.
The stratospheric ozone also called Good Ozone occurs naturally
in the upper atmosphere. There, it forms a protective layer that
shields us from the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays.
On the other hand, Ozone at ground level is a harmful air
pollutant, because of its effects on people and the environment, and
it is the main ingredient in “smog”.

10) India set to take over as President of the UNSC :- 

India will take over the Presidency of the UN Security Council on August 1
and is set to host signature events in three major areas of maritime
security, peacekeeping, and counterterrorism during the month.

Key agendas on the table

During its Presidency, India will be organizing high-level signature events in
three major areas:

Maritime security
Peacekeeping and
Counterterrorism

About United Nations Security Council

The UNSC is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations
and is charged with the maintenance of international peace and
security.
Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations,
the establishment of international sanctions, and the authorization
of military action through Security Council resolutions.
It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions
to member states.
The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United
Kingdom, France, China, and the United States—serve as the body’s
five permanent members (P5).
These permanent members can veto any substantive Security
Council resolution, including those on the admission of new member
states or candidates for Secretary-General.
The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected
on a regional basis to serve two-year terms. The body’s presidency
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rotates monthly among its members.

Issues with UNSC

(1) Non-representative

UNSC in its current form is not representative of the developing
world and global needs — with the primacy of policy being a
political tool in hands of P5.
By 1992, India, Brazil, Germany, and Japan (referred as G4) had put
up their claims and logic for demanding inclusion as permanent
members.
India has been part of UN since its inception and has contributed
maximum peacekeepers to UN so far, has a strong case.
Brazil is the largest country in Latin America (unrepresented
continent) and fifth-largest in the world. Japan and Germany are one
of the largest financial donors to UN.

(2) Rivalry with G4

The pitch for reforms of G4 was lowered by their regional rivals like
Italy, Pakistan, Mexico and Egypt.
They started formulation of another interest group, known to be
“Uniting for Consensus” opposing G4 becoming permanent
members with veto power.

(3) Rigid framework

Reforms in the UNSC also require an amendment to the UN charter,
in accordance with Article 108.
This highlights that any reform of the Security Council not only
requires the support of at least two-thirds of UN member states but
also all the permanent members.

(4) Veto power

The stance of P5 members to expansion has been varying as per
their national interest, like most P5 members agree to Indian
inclusion, except China.
It becomes obvious that even if one member of P5 doesn’t agree to
any reform, the UNSC cannot be reformed.
There have been many proposals since its inception from totally
abolishing veto power to selectively using it for vital national
security issues.

(5) No consensus

It has been seen in past that the UNSC, in some of the major global
security issues, could not arrive at a consensus and interventions
that happened by countries mainly from P5 without UNSC
resolution.
US entry in Iraq war or Warsaw Pact war in Afghanistan are few
cases in point.
The UNSC has thus become an organization, which can pass strong
resolutions against weak countries, weak resolutions against strong
countries and no resolution against P5 countries.

Suggested reforms

Expansion: Besides the existing P5 members, an expansion of
UNSC from five to 10 permanent members, with the addition of G4
and South Africa. This will provide equitable regional representation
besides balancing the developing and developed world to meet the
aspirations of humanity.
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Abolition of veto: The expansion of P5 without veto power makes
very little impact on the problems, because of which the reforms
are required. Ideally the veto power should be abolished.

11) Tamil Nadu legislature turns 100 :- 

The Assembly chambers at Fort St. George, the 17th-century vestige of the
colonial era, and Tamil Nadu’s seat of power have completed 100 years of
existence.

Do you know?

Fort St. George is the first English fortress in India, founded in 1639 at the
coastal city of Madras, the modern city of Chennai. The construction of the
fort provided the impetus for further settlements and trading activity, in
what was originally an uninhabited land.

Elections in Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu witnessed elections in November 1920 as a result of the
Montagu-Chelmsford Report and the Government of India Act of
1919.
The electors included only men, accounting for just 3% of the
population.
The concept of dyarchy came into being with Ministers, who were
Indians, gaining limited control over certain subjects, such as local
self-government and education.
It was then that the office of the Chief Minister, also called Premier,
got instituted.

Key works accomplished

Reservations in public employment: For the first time, caste
became the basis for appointment to public services. It took over 70
years for the Central government to follow the principle in its
institutions for education and employment.
Above 50% cap in reservation: In December 1993, the scheme
of 69% reservation for Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes,
SCs and STs got legal safeguard. The law was subsequently
included in the IX Schedule of the Constitution, through an
amendment passed in Parliament, so that its validity could not be
challenged.

12) Govt approves two More Strategic Petroleum Reserves :- 
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Under Phase II of the petroleum reserve program, the Government has
approved two additional commercial-cum-strategic facilities at Chandikhol
(Odisha) and Padur (TN) on Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves Programme

To ensure energy security, the govt had decided to set up 5 million
metric tons (MMT) of strategic crude oil storage at three locations
namely, Visakhapatnam, Mangalore, and Padur (near Udupi).
These strategic storages would be in addition to the existing
storage of crude oil and petroleum products with the oil companies
and would serve as a cushion during any supply disruptions.
The petroleum reserves established are strategic, and the crude oil
stored in these reserves will be used during an oil shortage event,
as and when declared so by the Government of India.
The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilities is being
managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), a
Special Purpose Vehicle.

Why need SPR?

The Gulf War in 1990 caused a sharp rise in oil prices and a massive
increase to India’s imports.
During the subsequent 1991 Indian economic crisis, foreign
exchange reserves could barely finance three weeks’ worth of
imports while the government came close to defaulting on its
financial obligations.
India was able to resolve the crisis through policies that liberalized
the economy. However, India continued to be impacted by the
volatility of oil prices.
In 1998, the AB Vajpayee administration proposed building
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petroleum reserves as a long-term solution to managing the oil
market.
Three storage facilities were built in underground locations in
Mangalore, Visakhapatnam and Padur.

Construction of ISPR

The crude oil storages are constructed in underground rock caverns
and are located on the East and West coasts of India.
Crude oil from these caverns can be supplied to the Indian
Refineries either through pipelines or through a combination of
pipelines and coastal movement.
Underground rock caverns are considered the safest means of
storing hydrocarbons.

12) Stellar Mid-life Crisis: What ails the middle-aged Sun? :- 

  

Stars like our Sun can go through a mid-life crisis, according to new
research carried out by scientists from IISER Kolkata.

Stellar Middle Age

At about 4.6 billion years of age, the sun is middle-aged, that is, it
will continue to live for roughly the same period.
There are accurate methods for estimating the age of the Sun, such
as by using radioactive dating of very old meteorites that have
fallen on the Earth.
However, for more distant stars which are similar in mass and age
to the Sun, such methods are not possible.
One of the methods used is called gyrochronology.
There is a relationship between rotation rate and age, that is the
rotation rate of a star slows down with age.

How does it occur?

When the stellar wind escapes from the star, it carries away with it
a part of the angular momentum of the star, which results in its
slowing down.
The stellar wind has two drivers: one is the high temperature of the
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outer atmosphere of stars – the corona – which results in an
outward expansion and hence plasma winds that emanate out.
The other is the magnetic field.
The magnetic field actually heats the corona and so when magnetic
activity is strong the winds are strong and since wind carries away
the internal (rotational) angular momentum of the star, it slows
down its rotation.
This is called magnetic braking.
As the star ages, due to this mechanism, its rotation slows down
and this relationship is used in gyrochronology to estimate the age
of the star.

Impact

This can lead to dramatic changes in their activity and rotation
rates.
The study also provides an explanation for the breakdown of the
long-established relation between rotation rate and age in middle-
aged sunlike stars.
However, there is a breakdown of the gyrochronology relationship,
because, after midlife, a star’s rate of spin does not slow down with
age as fast as it was slowing down earlier.
Another intriguing fact is that the Sun’s activity level has been
observed to be much lower than other stars of similar age.

2021-08-05 23:27:02
05 August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

Which of the following statement(s) is/ are correct with respect to
Halam Tribes

They are scheduled tribes of Tripura, who belong to the Kuki-Chin tribes of
Tibeto-Burmese ethnic group.

They live in typical Tong Ghar, specially made of bamboo and Chan grass.

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

2)Which of the following statement(s) is/ are correct with respect
to Hypervitaminosis

It is a condition of abnormally high storage levels of vitamins, which can
lead to various symptoms as over excitement, or even toxicity.

It is caused only water soluble vitamins like vitamin C, Vitamin B6 and not
by fat soluble vitamins.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
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a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

1) Consider the following statements:

India shares its border with eight countries and Bangladesh shares the
longest border with India.

India has fenced its borders more along the Indo-Bangladesh border than
the Indo-Pakistan border.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News :- 

1. Halam Tribes

Halams are also known as Mila Kuki, though they are not at all Kukis in
terms of language, culture and living style.

As per 2011 Census, their total population is 57,210 and distributed
throughout the State of Tripura.

Halams are divided into several sub-clans which are referred to as “Barki-
Halam”.

Their language is also more or less similar to that of the Tibeto-Burman
family.

2)What is a Solarpunk? :- Solarpunk is an art movement that showcase
how the future might look if humanity gets success in solving major
contemporary challenges by emphasising on sustainability problems like
climate change and pollution. Key Points Solarpunk describes a multitude of
media including fine arts, literature, architecture, music, fashion, tattoos,
and video games in a manner similar to adjacent movements like
steampunk & cyberpunk and more established art movements such as
Baroque, Art Nouveau & Impressionism.

Iconography of solarpunk focuses on renewable energies including solar
and wind power.

Solarpunk is highly concerned with technology but also embraces low-tech
ways of living.

3)Prime Minister Narendra Modi will invite India’s Olympic
contingent as special guests at the Red Fort on August 15 when he
will be delivering his eighth Independence Day speech . Highlights
Modi will also invite contingent to his residence for interaction. This year,
India has been represented by a 228.
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4) CJI recuses himself from Andhra-Telangana Case :-

The Chief Justice of India (CJI) N V Ramana (who hails from AP) recused
himself from hearing Andhra Pradesh’s plea after it said “no” to the
Supreme Court’s suggestion to go for mediation over a dispute with
Telangana over the Krishna River dispute.

Q. Can you list down some basic principles of judicial
conduct?

Independence, Impartiality, Integrity, Propriety, Competence and
diligence and Equality are some of them as listed under the
Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct.

What is the Recusal of Judges?

Recusal is the removal of oneself as a judge or policymaker in a
particular matter, especially because of a conflict of interest.
Recusal usually takes place when a judge has a conflict of interest
or has a prior association with the parties in the case.
For example, if the case pertains to a company in which the judge
holds stakes, the apprehension would seem reasonable.
Similarly, if the judge has, in the past, appeared for one of the
parties involved in a case, the call for recusal may seem right.
A recusal inevitably leads to delay. The case goes back to the Chief
Justice, who has to constitute a fresh Bench.

Rules on Recusals

There are no written rules on the recusal of judges from hearing
cases listed before them in constitutional courts.
It is left to the discretion of a judge.
The reasons for recusal are not disclosed in an order of the court.
Some judges orally convey to the lawyers involved in the case their
reasons for recusal, many do not. Some explain the reasons in their
order.
The decision rests on the conscience of the judge. At times, parties
involved raise apprehensions about a possible conflict of interest.

Issues with recusal

Recusal is also regarded as the abdication of duty. Maintaining
institutional civilities is distinct from the fiercely independent role of
the judge as an adjudicator.
In his separate opinion in the NJAC judgment in 2015, Justice Kurian
Joseph highlighted the need for judges to give reasons for recusal
as a measure to build transparency.
It is the constitutional duty, as reflected in one’s oath, to be
transparent and accountable, and hence, a judge is required to
indicate reasons for his recusal from a particular case.

5) Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) :-

Virtually, 50% of funds allotted for ongoing MPLADS projects have lapsed.

What is the MPLAD scheme?

The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) is a program first launched during the Narasimha Rao
Government in 1993.
It was aimed towards providing funds for developmental works
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recommended by individual MPs.

Funds available

The MPs then were entitled to recommend works to the tune of Rs 1
crore annually between 1994-95 and 1997-98, after which the
annual entitlement was enhanced to Rs 2 crore.
The UPA government in 2011-12 raised the annual entitlement to Rs
5 crore per MP.

Implementation

To implement their plans in an area, MPs have to recommend them
to the District Authority of the respective Nodal District.
The District Authorities then identify Implementing Agencies that
execute the projects.
The respective District Authority is supposed to oversee the
implementation and has to submit monthly reports, audit reports,
and work completion reports to the Nodal District Authority.
The MPLADS funds can be merged with other schemes such as
MGNREGA and Khelo India.

Guidelines for MPLADS implementation

The document ‘Guidelines on MPLADS’ was published by the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation in June 2016
in this regard.
It stated the objective of the scheme to enable MPs to recommend
works of developmental nature with emphasis on the creation of
durable community assets based on the locally felt needs in their
Constituencies.
Right from the inception of the Scheme, durable assets of national
priorities viz. drinking water, primary education, public health,
sanitation, and roads, etc. should be created.
It recommended MPs to works costing at least 15 percent of their
entitlement for the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste
population and 7.5 percent for areas inhabited by ST population.
It lays down a number of development works including construction
of railway halt stations, providing financial assistance to recognized
bodies, cooperative societies, installing CCTV cameras etc.

6) Air Quality Commission Bill, 2021 :- 

The Lok Sabha has passed the Bill to formalize the Commission for Air
Quality Management For National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas.

Highlights of the AQC Bill

The AQC would be a ‘permanent’ body to address pollution in the
National Capital Region Delhi and address sources of pollution in
Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
The all-powerful body assumed several powers to coordinate action
among States, levy fines — ranging up to ₹1 crore or five years of
prison — to address air pollution.

Key features

Over-riding powers: While the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and its state branches have the powers to implement
provisions of the Environment Protection Act for air, water and land
pollution.
In case of dispute or a clash of jurisdictions, the AQC’s writ would
prevail specific to matters concerning air pollution.
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Chair: The body has a full-time chairperson and a range of
members consisting of both representatives from several Ministries
as well as independent experts and will have the final say on
evolving policy and issuing directions.
Curb on stubble burning: the Commission may impose and
collect environment compensation causing pollution by stubble
burning.
No penalties to farmers: The Centre, facing flak earlier this year
from farmers protesting the farm laws, had committed to removing
a clause in the Air Commission Bill that would penalize farmers for
burning stubble, an important contributor to noxious air quality.

7) Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 1 (INS Vikrant) :- 

  

The much-awaited sea trials of India’s maiden indigenous aircraft carrier
(IAC-1), built by the public sector Cochin Shipyard Ltd (CSL) have begun.

Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 1

IAC is the first aircraft carrier designed and built in India.
It has been designed by the Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval
Design (DND), and is being built at Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), a
public sector shipyard under the Ministry of Shipping.
The IAC-1, the biggest warship made indigenously, has an overall
length of 263 m and a breadth of 63 m.
It is capable of carrying 30 assorted aircraft including combat jets
and helicopters.
Propelled by four gas turbines, it can attain a top speed of 30 knots
(about 55 kmph).
The vessel will have a complement of 1,500 personnel.

Significance of IAC 1

An aircraft carrier is one of the most potent marine assets for a
nation, which enhances a Navy’s capability to travel far from its
home shores to carry out air domination operations.
Many experts consider having an aircraft carrier as essential to be
considered a ‘blue water’ navy — one that has the capacity to
project a nation’s strength and power across the high seas.
An aircraft carrier generally leads as the capital ship of a carrier
strike/battle group.
As the carrier is a valuable and sometimes vulnerable target, it is
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usually escorted in the group by destroyers, missile cruisers,
frigates, submarines, and supply ships.

Why does it matter that this is a Made-in-India warship?

Only five or six nations currently have the capability of
manufacturing an aircraft carrier — India joins this elite club now.
According to the Navy, over 76 per cent of the material and
equipment on board IAC-1 is indigenous.
India’s earlier aircraft carriers were either built by the British or the
Russians.
The INS Vikramaditya, currently the Navy’s only aircraft carrier that
was commissioned in 2013, started out as the Soviet-Russian
Admiral Gorshkov.
The country’s two earlier carriers, INS Vikrant and INS Viraat, were
originally the British-built HMS Hercules and HMS Hermes before
being commissioned into the Navy in 1961 and 1987 respectively.

Why will this warship be named INS Vikrant?

INS Vikrant, a Majestic-class 19,500-tonne warship, was the name of
India’s much-loved first aircraft carrier, a source of immense
national pride over several decades of service before it was
decommissioned in 1997.
India acquired the Vikrant from the United Kingdom in 1961, and
the carrier played a stellar role in the 1971 war with Pakistan that
led to the birth of Bangladesh.

Now that India has the capability, will it build more carriers?

Since 2015, the Navy has been seeking approval to build a third
aircraft carrier for the country, which, if approved, will become
India’s second Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-2).
This proposed carrier, to be named INS Vishal, is intended to be a
giant 65,000-tonne vessel, much bigger than IAC-1 and the INS
Vikramaditya.
The Navy has been trying to convince the government of the
“operational necessity” of having a third carrier.

8) ‘Need viable alternatives to stubble burning’ :-

Three solutions have been mentioned in this article.

1) in-situ treatment of stubble,
2)ex-situ treatment, and
3)changing cropping pattern.

For in-situ management, the government is currently giving equipment to
farmers to mix the stubble back into the soil, so that they do not have to
burn it, but everyone is not getting these machines.

Similarly, in ex-situ management, some companies have started collecting
stubble for their use, but we need more action on this front,”

“Penalty without access to solutions does not work.”

9)All about Principles of Natural Justice :- Natural justice is a principle
that intends to ensure law with fairness & to secure justice. So, the
principles of Natural Justice are made to ensure that the decision-making
processes are transparent & impartial, and are also based on evidence and
hence should be fair. 

These principles are not defined in any statute but are still accepted & are
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enforced. In simple terms, the principles of natural justice mean the
principles relating to the procedures required to be followed by the
authorities entrusted with the task of deciding disputes between the
parties.

The principle of natural justice defines two principles:

Audi Alteram Partem which means ‘no one can be left unheard’: It
basically means that the court should hear the other party and no one
should be condemned unheard. This maxim is based on the basis of the
rule of fair hearing.

Nemo judex in causa sua which means ‘no one can be a judge in his
case’: This maxim gives rise to the duty to act fairly, to listen to the
arguments and to reach a decision in a manner that is untainted by bias.

Natural Justice is the concept of common law which basically means
fairness, reasonableness, equality and equity in the decision-making
process. The purpose of the principles of natural justice is the prevention of
the miscarriage of justice. Natural Justice is important because it ensures
procedural fairness and also fair decision making.

10)The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team is an office within
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology of the Government
of India. It is the nodal agency to deal with cyber security threats like
hacking and phishing. It strengthens security-related defence of the Indian
Internet domain.

Editorials of the Day 

A language ladder for an education roadblock



Benefits of Providing Higher Education in regional languages

Benefits Downtrodden sections of Society: Higher education in
mother tongue as the medium of instruction will instil confidence in
students from poor, rural, and tribal backgrounds to pursue Higher
Education.
Demand of the students: In a survey by the AICTE, nearly 44%
students voted in favour of studying engineering in their mother
tongue, underscoring a critical need in technical education.
Improves Learning Outcomes & builds Cognitive
faculties: Multiple studies have proved that students who learn in
their mother tongue perform better than those taught in an alien
language. 
Builds Self-Esteem & Self-identity: UNESCO and other
organisations have been laying emphasis on the fact that learning
in the mother tongue is germane to building self-esteem and self-
identity, as also the overall development of the student.
Democratises Education Sector: India was infamous for creating
small islands of higher education (IITs, NITs) that imparted
education only in English. This ended up building academic
roadblocks, impeding the progress of the vast majority of our
students. Offering technical & professional courses in native
languages helps improve access to Higher education.
International Best Practice: Among the G20, most countries
have state-of-the-art universities, with teaching being imparted in
the dominant language of their people.
Promotion & Preservation of Culture: If we neglect a language,
not only do we lose a priceless body of knowledge but also risk
depriving future generations of their cultural roots and precious
social and linguistic heritage.

Way Ahead

Expand the initiative: We must begin with imparting primary
education (at least until Class 5) in the student’s mother tongue,
gradually scaling it up. For professional courses, while the initiative
of the 14 engineering colleges is commendable, we need more such
efforts all across the country. 
Textbooks in Native Languages: In technical courses there is
lack of high-quality textbooks in native languages. This creates
bottleneck for more students to take higher education and therefore
needs to be addressed urgently.
Leveraging Technology in Digital age: Content in the digital
learning ecosystem is greatly skewed towards English which
excludes the vast majority of our children, and this has to be
corrected.
Non-exclusivist approach: Educational institutes should not
adopt ‘Mother tongue versus English’, but a ‘Mother tongue plus
English’ approach. In today’s increasingly interconnected world,
proficiency in different languages opens new vistas to a wider
world.

Conclusion

India is a land of immeasurable talent. We must unlock the full potential of
our youth, without letting their seeming inability to speak a foreign
language impede their progress. 

2021-08-06 14:40:41
06th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs
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Questions

Which of the following statements regarding the Commission for
Air Quality Management in National Capital Region (NCR) and
Adjoining Areas Bill, 2021, is incorrect?

a. The Chairperson of the Commission, established through this
bill, will have a tenure of 5 years or till the age of 60 years,
whichever is earlier

b. The Bill dissolves the Environment Pollution Prevention and Control
Authority established in the NCR in 1998

c. In case of conflicts, directions of the Commission, established through
this bill, will prevail over the orders of the respective state governments,
and the CPCB

d. The Commission may collect an environmental compensation from
farmers causing pollution by stubble burning

2)Consider the following statements:

Under Article 30 of Indian Constitution, Parliament, by law, can restrict or
abrogate the rights of the members of the armed forces.

For the first time, Essential Defence Services Bill, 2021, made strikes by
government employees explicitly illegal in India.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

3)Consider the following statements with respective to Strait
Island

It is a small island of Andaman & Nicobar, separated from Ritchie's
Archipelago through Diligent Strait.

The island is inhabited by Jarawas and Sentinelese tribes of Andaman &
Nicobar.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News 

1_Principal Scientific Adviser, Prof. K. Vijay Raghavan, virtually inaugurated
a decentralized biomedical waste incinerator at Buxar in Bihar.

It was selected through Biomedical Waste Treatment Innovation Challenge
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that was launched in June 2020. It was developed under the Innovation
challenge organised under Waste to Wealth mission.

2)Government of India, Central Water Commission, government
representatives of 10 participating states and World Bank signed a $250
million project on August 4, 2021 for long-term dam safety program. 

Highlights :- 

Project will help in improving the safety and performance of existing dams
across different states in India.

3)Indian Institute of Technology in Roorkee (IIT Roorkee) launched
an earthquake early warning (EEW) Mobile App for Uttarakhand. 

Key Facts:-

Earthquake early warning system will alert people regarding the onset of
calamity on mobile application. It can detect onset of the Earthquake and
issue warnings before significant tremors take place in state. 

Early warning system works on the basis of speed of the seismic waves,
that propagate after release of stress from faults movement. Strong ground
shaking is caused by shear waves. Shear waves travel at half speed as
compared to primary waves and much slower than the electromagnetic
signals. EEW system uses these waves to generate warning.

4)Maldives style water villas will soon be set up in Lakshadweep in
a bid to attract tourists to scenic beauty in the Union Territory. Highlights
Administrator of Lakshadweep, Praful Khoda Patel highlighted that, water
villas will be set up at the cost of ₹800 crore. This project is first of its kind
in India.

Under the project, world-class facility will be provided through solar-
powered and eco-friendly villa.

These villas would be set up in Minicoy, Suheli and Kadmat islands in
Lakshadweep.

5) Umling La Pass:
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Renewed approaches in infrastructure augmentation for dams and
reservoirs,
detention basins,
embankments and
channel improvement.

Non-structural measures:-
floodplain management,
flood forecasting and warning,
flood insurance and
financial compensation.

8) EOS-03 :- The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch an
Earth Observation Satellite on August 12 from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, SHAR, at Sriharikota. 

The satellite, EOS-03, will be carried on board the 14th flight of the GSLV,
the GSLV-F10, and will place the satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit. 

A 4-metre diameter Ogive-shaped payload fairing is being flown for the first
time in this GSLV flight, ISRO said.

The EOS-03 is a state-of-the-art agile satellite that would enable real-
time monitoring of natural disasters such as floods and cyclones,
monitoring of water bodies, crops, vegetation condition, forest
cover changes among others.

9) No plan to house Indian military base on Agalega island :
Mauritius :- Mauritius has denied a report that it has allowed India to build
a military base on the remote island of Agalega, with a government offi cial
telling AFP that no such agreement exists between the two nations.
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Editorials of the day 

A guide to resolving the Assam-Mizoram issue
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Siachen Glacier, one of the world’s longest mountain glaciers, is
part of

 a) Ladakh

 b) The Zaskar

 c) Karakoram Range

 d) Greater Himalayas

2)Which of the following is/are stated in the Constitution of India?

The President shall not be a member of either houses of Parliament.

The Parliament shall consist of the President and two houses

Offices of the leader of the House and the leader of the Opposition.

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1 only

 b) 1, 2

 c) 1, 3

 d) 1, 2, 3

3)Consider the following statements regarding Pardoning Powers
of Governor.

The Governor cannot Pardon a Death Sentence.

The Governor cannot grant pardon in respect to punishment or sentence by
a court-martial.

The Governor cannot pardon the sentence of any person convicted of any
offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power
of the state extends.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 2 only

 b) 1, 2

 c) 2, 3

 d) 1, 2, 3

4) The provisions relating to the emoluments, allowances,
privileges under Second Schedule are covered for

The Judges of the High Courts

The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India

The members of Parliament

The state ministers

Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council in the states
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Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1, 2, 3

 b) 1, 2, 3, 4

 c) 1, 2, 5

 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

PRELIMS SPECIFIC NEWS 

1) The first National Heart Failure Biobank (NHFB) in India was inaugurated
at the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST).

About Biobank:

A biobank is a collection of biological samples (such as blood) and health
information.

It can be used to understand molecular pathways and to improve the
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of diseases.

About National Heart Failure Biobank (NHFB):

National Heart Failure Biobank(NHFB) is the first heart failure Biobank in the
country that would collect blood, biopsies, and clinical data as a guide for
future diagnosis and treatment of Heart Failure Patients.

2)What is the News?

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation(MOSPI) has
released a report titled “Elderly in India 2021” .The report is based on
the findings of the Technical Group on Population Projections for India and
States for 2011-2036.

Key Findings of the Elderly in India 2021 Report:

Elderly in India 2021

 Growth of Elderly Population:

The general population has grown by 12.4% during 2011-2021 in
comparison to around 18% in the earlier decade.

On the other hand, the elderly population has grown by 36% in each of the
last two decades (2001-2011 and 2011-2021).

A high growth rate in the elderly population compared to the general
population was also observed earlier in the two decades between 1961 and
1981.

Reasons: The growth in the elderly population has been attributed to the
longevity of life achieved because of economic well-being, better
healthcare and medical facilities and reduction in fertility rates.

State Wise Elderly Population:

As per 2021 data, Kerala has the maximum proportion (16.5%) of elderly
people in its population.

It was followed by Tamil Nadu (13.6%), Himachal Pradesh (13.1%), Punjab
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(12.6%) and Andhra Pradesh (12.4%).

The proportion of the Elderly Population is the least in Bihar (7.7%) followed
by Uttar Pradesh (8.1%) and Assam (8.2%).

2)Frog enthusiast in Kerala has constructed two ponds at
Windermere Estate to restore the habitat for the Anaimalai flying
frog.

About Anaimalai flying frog:

Anaimalai flying frog (Racophorus pseudomalabaricus) is also known as the
False Malabar Gliding Frog.

The frog is endemic to the southern part of the Western Ghats.

Characteristics of the Anaimalai flying frog:

The frog is usually larger than bush frogs.

Bush Frog is a species of Frog belonging to the family Rhacophoridae.

3)India gave a major defeat to China when the Director-General of Coast
Guard, K Natarajan, was elected as the next executive director of the
Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP).

About ReCAAP:

ReCAAP is the first regional government-to-government agreement to
promote and enhance cooperation against piracy and armed robbery
against ships in Asia.

Launched in: ReCAAP Agreement was launched in 2006 with 14 Asian
Contracting Parties including North, Southeast, and South Asian countries.

Members: Currently, it has 20 Contracting Parties including Europe
(Norway, the Netherlands, Denmark, and the United Kingdom), Australia,
and the United States.

Other Members include India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, China, Japan, South
Korea, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand. Philippines, Brunei, Vietnam. Cambodia
and Singapore.

Pillars: Information sharing, capacity building and mutual legal assistance
are the three pillars of cooperation under the ReCAAP agreement.

Headquarters: Singapore

4) Who was Dara Shikoh (1615-1659)? 
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The final resting place of Mughal prince Dara Shikoh remains a mystery,
with the Archaeological Survey of India saying it has not located the grave
within the Humayun’s Tomb complex.

Dara Shikoh

Dara Shikoh, who was Mughal emperor Shah Jahan’s son and
expected heir, was killed on the orders of his brother Aurangzeb in
1659 after losing the war of succession.
He was the eldest son and heir-apparent of the Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan.
Dara was designated with the title Padshahzada-i-Buzurg Martaba
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(Prince of High Rank) and was favored as a successor by his father
and his older sister, Princess Jahanara Begum.
In the war of succession which ensued after Shah Jahan’s illness in
1657, Dara was defeated by his younger brother Prince Muhiuddin
(Aurangzeb).
He was executed in 1659 on Aurangzeb’s orders in a bitter struggle
for the imperial throne.

His legacy

Dara was a liberal-minded unorthodox Muslim as opposed to the
orthodox Aurangzeb.
He authored the work The Confluence of the Two Seas, which
argues for the harmony of Sufi philosophy in Islam and Vedanta
philosophy in Hinduism.
It was Dara Shikoh who was responsible for making the Upanishads
available to the West as he had them translated.
He had commissioned a translation of Yoga Vasistha.
A great patron of the arts, he was also more inclined towards
philosophy and mysticism rather than military pursuits.
The course of the history of the Indian subcontinent, had Dara
Shikoh prevailed over Aurangzeb, has been a matter of some
conjecture among historians.

Q.Who among the following Mughal Emperors shifted
emphasis from illustrated manuscripts to album and
individual portrait?

(a) Humayun

(b) Akbar

(c) Jahangir

(d) Shah Jahan

5)What is Absorption Spectroscopy?
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Researchers from IIT Madras and IISER Kolkata have developed a method to
detect minute quantities of chemicals in solution using Absorption
Spectroscopy.

Note: These days there has been a rise in questions from biology
(rather cell biology in particular).

Absorption Spectroscopy

Absorption spectroscopy is a tool to detect the presence of
elements in a medium.
Light is shone on the sample, and after it passes through the
sample is examined using a spectroscope.
Dark lines are seen in the observed spectrum of the light passed
through the substance, which correspond to the wavelengths of
light absorbed by the intervening substance and are characteristic
of the elements present in it.
In usual methods, about a cubic centimeter of the sample is needed
to do this experiment.
In the method developed here, minute amounts of dissolved
substances can be detected easily.
Usually in absorption spectroscopy, the principle used is that light
because of its wavelike nature, shows diffraction patterns, that is,
dark and light fringes, when it scatters off any object.

Studying small objects

A related concept called the Abbe criterion sets a natural limit on
the size of the object being studied.
According to this criterion, the size of the observed object has to be
at least of the order of the wavelength of the light being shone on
it.
If one wants to perform absorption spectroscopy using visible light,
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namely, blue, green and red, the wavelengths [of these colours] are
about 400 nm, 500 nm and 600 nm, respectively.

What has Indian researchers achieved?

In the method used by the researchers here, tiny, nano-sized
particles that can absorb light being shone on them and re-emit red,
blue and green light were employed.
The particles emit electric fields that are analogous to how a tiny
magnet would give off magnetic lines of force – this is called a
dipole, and the particle is like a tiny mobile phone’s antenna.
This dipole generates an electromagnetic field depending upon the
quantum properties of the erbium dopants in the glass.
The absorption leaves a gap in the reflected light, which is what is
observed and used to analyse the nature of the absorbing material.

Applications of this technology

There are many potential applications.
Small molecules almost ten-millionth of an mm in diameter can be
detected while these pass the emission region of the glass particle.
The future is to use it to measure individual molecules, see
absorption spectroscopy of a single DNA or protein molecule.

Try this

Q.Which of the following statements are correct regarding the
general difference between plant and animal cells?

1. Plant cells have cellulose cell walls whilst animal cells do not.
2. Plant cells do not have plasma membranes unlike animal cells

which do.
3. Mature plant cell has one large vacuole whilst an animal cell has

many small vacuoles.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Editorials of the Day 

South Asia’s emerging digital transformation

Synopsis: Adoption of digital technology has increased manifold during the
pandemic, and it will continue its upward trajectory. An analysis of the
issues involved with digitization and how South Asia can leverage its
potential to come out of economic stagnancy.

Context

Covid-19 has forced South Asia to take a quantum leap in digitization. The
shift to remote work and online education has led to rapid increase in
internet penetration. Even a small nation like Nepal recorded almost 11%
increase in internet users. For a region with an inadequate public health
infrastructure it acted as a watershed moment providing novel solution to
the public health crises.
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Impact of Covid 19 on digitisation

1. Accelerated launch of National Digital Health Mission – In
India, COVID-19 accelerated the launch of the National Digital
Health Mission, enhancing the accessibility and the efficiency of
health-care services by creating a unique health ID for every citizen.

2. Increased adoption of E-commerce – The pandemic-induced
lockdown spurred South Asia’s embrace of e-commerce, boosted by
digital payment systems. For instance, Bangladesh alone witnessed
an increase of 70-80% in online sales in 2020, generating $708.46
million in revenues.

Why digitization is key for India and South Asia?

Digital transformation through advanced technologies such as cloud
computing, artificial intelligence, the Internet of things, Big Data, etc., will
become key to success in future and thus role of digital technology can not
be overlooked.

Economic growth – Adoption of digital tech will drive post-
pandemic growth in South Asia, including India.
Business opportunities – digitization will provide new business
opportunities and access to larger markets
Create employment – In India, e-commerce could create a million
jobs by 2030 and be worth $200 billion by 2026
Poverty reduction and financial inclusion – Fintech could drive
significant growth and reduce poverty by building financial inclusion

Problems with digitization 

1. Lack of access – Despite having the world’s second-largest online
market, 50% of India’s population are without Internet, 59% for
Bangladesh and 65% for Pakistan.

2. Gender divide – 51% of women in South Asia got excluded from
social security measures due to lack of access to internet.

3. Exclusion of children – According to UNICEF data 88% of children
lacked access to Internet powered homeschooling which can create
other problems such as increase in out of school children, place girls
at risk of early marriages, can push poor children into child labor

4. Impact on businesses – Many South Asian firms failed to embrace
e-commerce or other cloud-based technologies to survive the
financial problems of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The region
recorded a 64% decline in sales, with small and women-led firms
impacted the most.

5. Creating unemployment – With increased pace of digitization due
to Covid crisis, the acute skill gap among the youth will create
problem of unemployment.

Digitisation in South Asia: South Asia has also made significant strides
in the adoption of digital technologies.

The Digital Bangladesh Vision 2021 envisages transforming
Bangladesh into a prosperous, digital society
India’s JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhar and Mobile) systems intend
to improve the efficiency of welfare programmes through digital
innovation.

However, the region still has a long way to go.

Measures/Suggestions

1. Addressing legal and regulatory issues -South Asia needs to
address legal, regulatory and policy gaps as well as boost digital
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skills
2. Boosting digital infrastructure – A robust digital infrastructure is

a sine qua non
3. Increasing Funding to the sector – public private partnership

needs to be leveraged for the region’s digital infrastructure
financing

4. Regulatory roadblocks need to be addressed – as e-commerce
regulations are weak in South Asia

5. Other issues – such as customer protection, digital and market
access regulation, etc. need to be addressed

6. Addressing digital illiteracy and skills – Governments and
businesses need to come together to revamp the education system
to meet the demand for digital skills and online platforms

7. Stringent cybersecurity measures – needed to protect data of
the users.

8. Cooperation among countries: Roadblocks to digitization could
be effectively addressed, drawing inspiration from recent
cooperation among South Asian countries against the COVID crisis.
To fight COVID, South Asian countries collaborated with various
initiatives like contributing towards a COVID-19 emergency fund,
exchanging data and information on health surveillance, sharing
research findings etc.

Conclusion

Collaboration at all levels is needed to push South Asia out of stagnancy
and towards a digital future of shared prosperity. A shared “digital vision”
could place the region on the right track towards the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.

Editorial 02 : Harness power of nature-based solutions to fight climate
crisis: G20 ministers

Synopsis: India can leverage the global best practices regarding Nature-
based solutions (NbS) to fight against the climate crisis. Significance of NbS
and discussion of its major roadblocks.

Background

In the recently concluded meeting of The environment, energy and climate
ministers from the ‘Group of 20’ on in Naples, the Ministers expressed their
commitments towards addressing the challenges presented by
urbanization, climate change and biodiversity loss. A major emphasis was
placed on the inclusion of nature-based solutions (NbS) in the fight
against the climate crisis.

Nature-based solutions (NbS)

Nature-based solutions to climate change involve conserving, restoring or
better managing ecosystems to remove carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere. It is a relatively new concept and still at a nascent stage of
development. However, certain countries of G20 have begun implementing
this concept already, like

1. Argentina – It launched the Forest AR2030 platform to boost
environmental sustainability through massive restoration
programmes. The initiative aimed to restore two million hectares of
forested land.

2. Canada – It is establishing a natural climate solutions fund that
will be investing $4 billion over the next 10 years.

3. European Union – It is among the top leaders of NbS. It has
implemented numerous projects and funding programmes
like Horizon 2020
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4. China has been aggressively pursuing the NbS since the 1998 mass
flooding. They have established more than 20,000 miles of levees
systems.

Levee is an embankment built to prevent the overflow of a
river.

Significance for India

India can potentially leverage these global practices and harness multiple
benefits by implementing NbS.

1. Protecting coastal cities – Planting mangroves can play a crucial
role in climate-proofing India’s coastal cities

2. Mitigating Urban Heat Islands – NbS can be an effective tool in
mitigating urban heat island problems.

3. Creating resilient cities – By protecting cities against urban
flooding and improving air quality.

Programmes such as GrowGreen, funded by the European
Union or the Sponge City programme in China, have been
exemplary examples of managing urban floods and
addressing urban heat stress.

4. Fulfilling international obligations – NbS effectively link the
long-term agenda of ecosystem restoration announced by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Sendai framework
and others.

Major roadblocks

The failure of developed countries to mobilize $100 billion Climate fund
post the Paris Agreement, 2015 and secure new financial resources for the
implementation of NbS in developing countries is acting as major roadblock
for effective implementation of NbS.

Editorial 03 :- 

India’s schoolchildren need their childhood back

Context: Indian schools have been closed for 16 months and counting
apart from sporadically opening for the higher-grade students.

Impact of School Closures.

In-person school education teaches children to share, wait for their
turn, negotiate, and compromise; by depriving them of social
contact, children are deprived of essential learning and
development.
For children from economically weak backgrounds, schools are a
key source of nutrition (mid-day meals scheme). Closure of schools
means adverse impact on the access to nutrition.
For some, schools serve as safe spaces from the chaos of their
homes. Without schools they are more vulnerable to abuse from
others & getting trapped into anti-social activities
For many children, particularly those who do not have educated
parents or cannot afford home tutors, the denial of education
results in learning losses and, ultimately, denial of a chance to
earn a livelihood.
Continuation of school closure is not required because Sero
surveillance among children (<18 years) shows that more than 50%
of children from both urban and rural areas had antibodies. This
means they were already infected and developed antibodies.

It is possible to think about starting schools in areas where the community
level of infection is low. A one-size-fits-all approach across India will not
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work.

As immediate measures, governments should:

Vaccinate: Call for lists of school staff and procure full vaccination
for them.
Reduce vaccine gap: Scientists should confirm if the gap between
doses can be made shorter to school staff akin to health-care
workers
Awareness Campaign: Engage relevant experts to undertake
public campaigns to make school staff and parents aware of the low
risk of transmission in schools and low severity in children
Issue guidance for staggered re-opening of primary schools —
e.g., 50% attendance or smaller groups of students on alternate
days or weeks;
Hybrid System: Upgrade school infrastructure to facilitate a hybrid
system of learning where parents who do not wish to send their
children to school have the choice to continue with online learning.
Formulate and issue guidance on COVID-19 protocols to be
adopted by schools — distancing to the extent possible, outdoor
classes weather-permitting, masking, hand hygiene, and proper
ventilation
Greater investment in paediatric facilities, and implementation
of systems to track local level of infections

Conclusion

Director of Education for UNICEF, said, “There are many countries in which
parents can go out and have a nice steak dinner, but their seven-year-old is
not going to school. “We need to come together to fix that problem and
give our young children their childhood back.

2021-08-10 15:36:38
09 August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

Which of the following are the protected areas of Great Indian
Bustards (GIB)?

Desert National Park Sanctuary

Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary

Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary

Karera Wildlife Sanctuary

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1, 2, 3

 b) 1, 3, 4

 c) 1, 4

 d) 1, 2, 3, 4

2)Which of the following elements/compounds is/are Indoor air
pollutants?
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Volatile organic compounds

Formaldehyde

Asbestos

Radon

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1, 2, 3

 b) 1, 3, 4

 c) 2, 3, 4

 d) 1, 2, 3, 4

3)Some species of plants are insectivorous. Why?

a) They cannot synthesize certain vitamins themselves and depend on the
insects digested by them

b) They have remained in that particular stage of evolution as living fossils,
a link between autotrophs and heterotrophs

c) They are adapted to grow in nitrogen deficient soils and thus
they depend on insects for sufficient nitrogenous nutrition

d) Their growth in shady and dark places does not allow them to undertake
sufficient photosynthesis and thus they depend on insects for nutrition

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. Arigato in Tokyo Olympics :- Arigato means the thanking you
ceremony or Thank you.

India got 48th Position overall in tokyo olympics with total 7 medals
( 1- G, 2 - S, 4 - B )

2)Union Minister launches ‘PM-DAKSH’ Portal and ‘PM-DAKSH’
Mobile App :- 

The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment has launched ‘PM-
DAKSH’ Portal and ‘PM-DAKSH’ Mobile App.

About PM-DAKSH Portal:

PM-DAKSH stands for Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta
Sampann Hitgrahi Yojana.
Nodal Ministry: It was launched by the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment (MoSJ&E) in 2020-21. 
Purpose: It is a National Action Plan for skilling marginalized
persons covering SCs, OBCs, EBCs, DNTs, Sanitation workers
including waste pickers.
Developed by: The Portal has been developed by the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, in collaboration with National e-
Governance Division(NeGD).
Features: Under this Programme, eligible target groups are being
provided with skill development training programmes on

1. Up-skilling/Reskilling
2. Short Term Training programme
3. Long Term Training Programme
4. Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP).
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Implementation: The training programs are being implemented
through Government Training Institutes, Sector Skill Councils
constituted by the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and other credible institutions.

Note:

Under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, three
Apex Corporations are functioning. They are,

1. National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development
Corporation,

2. National Backward Classes Finance and Development
Corporation and

3. National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development
Corporation. 

These Corporations are providing loans at concessional
interest rates to the target groups of backward classes, scheduled
castes and Safai Karamcharis for self-employment. 
Besides, they are also providing free training for skill development
of the target groups.  

3) National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture(NICRA) :- 

What is the News?

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has informed Rajya
Sabha about National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture(NICRA)

About NICRA:

National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA)
is a network project of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) launched in February 2011. 
Aim: The project aims to enhance the resilience of Indian
agriculture to climate change and climate vulnerability through
strategic research and technology demonstration. 
The research on adaptation and mitigation covers crops,
livestock, fisheries and natural resource management.

Objectives of NICRA:

To enhance the resilience of Indian agriculture covering crops,
livestock and fisheries to climatic variability and climate change
through the development and application of improved production
and risk management technologies.
To demonstrate site specific technology packages on farmers’ fields
for adapting to current climate risks
To enhance the capacity building of scientists and other
stakeholders in climate resilient agricultural research and its
application.

Components: The Project is composed of Four Components:

Strategic research on adaptation and mitigation
Technology demonstration on farmers fields to cope with
current climate variability
Sponsored and competitive research grants to fill critical
research gaps
Capacity building of different stakeholders

4) Khel Ratna Award will hereby be called the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award :-= 

What is the News?
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The government of India has announced that the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award will be called the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award.

About Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award:

Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award (formerly known
as Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna) is the highest sporting honour of
India.
It is awarded annually by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
since 1991-92.
Named After: The award is named after Dhyan Chand (1905–79)
The recipients of the award are selected by a committee
constituted by the Ministry and are honoured for their “spectacular
and most outstanding performance in the field of sports over a
period of four years” at the international level. 
As of 2020, the award comprises a medallion, a certificate and a
cash prize of ₹25 lakh.

About Major Dhyan Chand:

Major Dyan Chand is a three-time Olympic gold medallist.
He is an Indian Hockey Player widely regarded as the greatest field
hockey player of all time.
His birthday, on August 29, marks National Sports Day, when
the National Sports Awards are presented each year.

5) Increasing Temperature and Low Winter Precipitation are
Causing Retreat of Glaciers in Zanskar Valley, Ladakh :- 

What is the News?

According to a study by Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG),
Pensilungpa Glacier (PG) located in Ladakh”s Zanskar Valley is retreating.

About the Study:

Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun, is an
autonomous institute under the Department of Science &
Technology. The WIHG has been studying the glaciers since 2015.
Method: The study is based on the field observations of glacier
mass balance collected via stake networking over the glacier
surface from 2016-2019.

Stake networking is a method where a stake made of
bamboo is installed (insert) on the glacier surface using the
steam drill for mass balance measurement.

Key Findings of the Study:

Pensilungpa Glacier (PG) located in Zanskar, Ladakh is
retreating. The study has attributed the retreat to an increase in
the temperature and decrease in precipitation during
winters. 
The study also points to the significant influence of debris cover
on the mass balance and retreat of the glacier’s endpoint,
especially in summer.
It is also possible that the precipitation of summer periods at
higher altitudes will change from snow to rain, and that may
influence the summer and winter patterns.
The study suggests that due to continuous rise in the air
temperature in line with the global trend, the melting would
increase.

6) All about Abnindra nath Tagore : Celebrations marking 150 years
of his birth.
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He was also the first major exponent of Swadeshi values in Indian art,
thereby finding the influential Bengal school of art, which led to the
development of modern Indian painting.

Tagore sought to modernise Mughal and Rajput styles to counter the
influence of Western models of art, as taught in art schools under the
British Raj. Along with other artists from the Bengal school of art, Tagore
advocated in favour of a nationalistic Indian art derived from Indian art
history, drawing inspiration from the Ajanta Caves.

Two famous paintings :- 

Bharat Mata is a work painted by the Indian painter Abanindranath Tagore
in 1905. The work depicts a saffron clad woman, dressed like a sadhvi,
holding a book, sheaves of paddy, a piece of white cloth and a garland
(mala) in her four hands. The painting was the first illustrated depiction of
the concept, and was painted during with Swadesh ideals during the larger
Indian Independence movement.

ii) Passing of Shah Jahan 

Editorial of the Day

Revisit the idea of ‘aging out’ India’s coal plants :- 

As part of the Union Budget address for 2020-21, the Finance Minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman, said that the shutting down of old coal power plants,
which are major contributors to emissions, will aid the achievement of
India’s Nationally Determined Contributions.

Advantages of shutting down old coal power plants

The availability of under-utilised newer and presumably more
efficient coal-based capacity means that shutting down older
inefficient plants would lead to improved efficiencies, reduced
coal usage, and hence, cost savings.
It would be uneconomical for old plants to install pollution control
equipment required to meet the emission standards announced by
the Environment Ministry, and hence it would be better to retire
them.

Why the decision needs finer scrutiny?

Some old plants are cost-effective: There are also several old
plants, which generate at lower costs, such as plants at Rihand,
Singrauli, and Vidhyanchal (Madhya Pradesh).
Locational advantage: This may be due to locational advantage
rather than efficiency, as older plants are likely to be located closer
to the coal source, reducing coal transport costs.
Not cost-effective: Savings in generation cost from shutting down
plants older than 25 years would be less than ₹5,000 crore
annually, which is just 2% of the total power generation cost.
Not effective in reducing coal consumption: Savings in coal
consumption by replacing generation from plants older than 25
years with newer coal plants are also likely to be only in the
1%-2% range.
Economical even after installing pollution control
equipments: There are some old plants that may continue to be
economically viable even if they install pollution control equipment
as their current fixed costs are very low.

Important roles played by old thermal power plants
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Significant part of power supply: Plants older than 25 years
make up around 20% of the total installed thermal capacity in
the country and play a significant role in the country’s power
supply.
Supporting renewable: To support the growing intermittent
renewable generation in the sector, there is an increasing need for
capacity that can provide flexibility, balancing, and ancillary
services.
Old thermal capacity, with lower fixed costs, is a prime
candidate to play this role until other technologies (such as storage)
can replace them at scale.
Political economy risk: There is also a political economy risk, as
aggressive early retirement of coal-based capacity, without detailed
analyses, could result in real or perceived electricity shortage
in some States, leading to calls for investments in coal-based base-
load capacity by State-owned entities.

Way forward

Nuanced analysis needed: Instead of using the age as the only
criteria a more disaggregated and nuanced analysis needs to be
used.
Constraint related to renewable and increasing demand: We
also need to take into account aspects such as intermittency of
renewables, growing demand, and need to meet emission norms,
to make retirement-related decisions.

Conclusion

It may be prudent to let old capacity fade away in due course, while
focusing on such detailed analysis and weeding out the needless capacity
in the pipeline, to derive long-term economic and environmental benefits.

2021-08-10 22:24:28
10th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

1) Consider the following statements with respective to IPCC
Assessment Reports

1. The First Assessment Report led to the setting up of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

2. The Second Assessment Report was the basis for the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol.

3. Fifth Assessment Report which came out in 2014, guided the Paris
Agreement.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only

b.  1 & 2 only

c.  2 & 3 only

d.  All of the above
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2)Most of the desert plants bloom during night time because

 a) the desert insects eat away flower during day time.

 b) their blooming is controlled by low temperature.

 c) the desert insects are active during night time.

 d) they are sensitive to the phase of moon.

3)Consider the following statements.

1. The Chief Election Commissioner and the two Election Commissioners
draw salaries and allowances at par with those of the Judges of the
Supreme Court of India.

2. The Chief Election Commissioner or an Election Commissioner holds
office for a term of four years from the date on which he assumes his office.

3. The Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs allocates the business
amongst the Chief Election Commissioner and their Election
Commissioners.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2, 3

 c) 1, 2

 d) 1, 3

Prelims Specific News Items 

Honour of the National Flag :- 

Ahead of Independence Day, the Centre has urged all citizens not to use a
national flag made up of plastic and asked states and Union Territories to
ensure strict compliance with the flag code.

Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act

The law, enacted on December 23, 1971, penalizes the desecration
of or insult to Indian national symbols, such as the National Flag,
the Constitution, the National Anthem, and the Indian map, as well
as contempt of the Constitution of India.
Section 2 of the Act deals with insults to the Indian National Flag
and the Constitution of India.

Do you know?

Article 51 ‘A’ contained in Part IV A i.e. Fundamental Duties asks:

To abide by the constitution and respect its ideals and institutions,
the National Flag and the National Anthem in clause (a).

Other provisions

Section 3.22 of The Flag Code of India, 2002 deals with laws,
practices and conventions that apply to the display of the national
flag.
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Section 3.58 says: On occasions of State/Military/Central
Paramilitary Forces funerals, the flag shall be draped over the bier
or coffin with the saffron towards the head of the bier or coffin.
The Flag shall not be lowered into the grave or burnt in the pyre.

Try this

Q.The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below
the Emblem of India is taken from:

(a) Katha Upanishad

(b) Chandogya Upanishad

(c) Aitareya Upanishad

(d) Mundaka UpanishadAnswer this PYQ here:

Use of flag in funerals

The flag can only be used during a funeral if it is accorded the
status of a state funeral.
Apart from police and armed forces, state funerals are held when
people who are holding or have held the office of President, Vice-
President, PM, Cabinet Minister, or state CM pass away.
The status of a state funeral can be accorded in case of death of
people not belonging to the armed forces, police or the above-
mentioned categories by the state government.
Then too, the national flag can be used.

Disposing of the national flag

A/c to the Flag Code, such paper flags are not to be discarded or
thrown on the ground after the event.
Such flags are to be disposed of, in private, consistent with the
dignity of the flag.

2) IPCC report forecasts a future of severe weather :- 

The Geneva-based Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) will
release the first part of its Sixth Assessment Report, the periodic status
check that has now become the most widely accepted scientific view of the
state of the Earth’s climate.

What is IPCC?

The IPCC, an intergovernmental body was established in 1988 by
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
It was later endorsed by the UN General Assembly. Membership is
open to all members of the WMO and UN.
The IPCC produces reports that contribute to the work of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the main
international treaty on climate change.
The objective of the UNFCCC is to “stabilize greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic (human-induced) interference with the
climate system.”
The IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report was a critical scientific input
into the UNFCCC’s Paris Agreement in 2015.

What are IPCC reports?
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IPCC reports cover the scientific, technical and socioeconomic
information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of
human-induced climate change, its potential impacts and options
for adaptation and mitigation.
The IPCC does not carry out original research, nor does it monitor
climate or related phenomena itself.
Rather, it assesses published literature, including peer-reviewed
and non-peer-reviewed sources.
However, the IPCC can be said to stimulate research in climate
science.

The Assessment Reports

The five previous assessment reports that have come out since the
IPCC was established in 1988 have formed the basis of international
climate change negotiations, and the actions of the governments.
Their value has been globally acknowledged, and the fourth
assessment report, which came out in 2007, won the IPCC the Nobel
Peace Prize.
Each of these voluminous reports, the last couple of them running
into thousands of pages, have built upon the previous ones with
updated knowledge and understanding of the climate system.
The reports have presented projections for temperature rise till
2100 under different scenarios and the kind of impacts that can be
expected under each of these pathways.

  

Key projections of the 6th Report
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Apart from incorporating the latest available scientific evidence, the Sixth
Assessment Report is also attempting to provide more actionable
information to help governments take policy decisions.

REGIONAL FOCUS: It is expected that this report would likely state
what the scenarios for sea-level rise in the Bay of Bengal region is,
not just what the average sea-level rise across the world is likely to
be.
EXTREME EVENTS: There is expected to be bigger focus on
extreme weather events, like the ones we have seen in the last few
weeks.
CITIES: Densely populated mega-cities are supposed to be among
the most vulnerable to impacts of climate change. The report is
expected to present specific scenarios the climate change impacts
on cities and large urban populations, and also implications for key
infrastructure.
SYNERGIES: IPCC is expected to present a more integrated
understanding of the situation, cross-link evidence and discuss
trade-offs between different options or pathways, and also likely to
cover social implications of climate change action by countries.

Why it matters?

The IPCC assessment reports have been extremely influential in
directing the dialogue and action on climate change.
The First Assessment Report led to the setting up of the UNFCCC,
the umbrella agreement under which international negotiations on
climate change take place every year.
The Second Assessment Report was the basis for the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol that ran till last year, and the Fifth Assessment Report,
which came out in 2014, guided the Paris Agreement.
The global climate architecture is now governed by the Paris
Agreement, which replaced the Kyoto Protocol from this year.
There have been enough indications to suggest that global action
was far below what was needed to keep the temperatures below
2°C, as mandated under the Paris Agreement.
In the immediate future, the IPCC report could serve as the most
important warning towards the rapidly closing window of
opportunity.
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Andolan was launched by Mahatma Gandhi on August 8, 1942, at
the Bombay session of the All India Congress Committee (AICC).
The movement demanded an end to British rule in India.
Since the protest was held in August, it also went on to be known as
August Kranti or August Movement.
The ‘Do or Die’ speech was etched in the hearts of Indians, and
many faced the consequences of the movement.
Every year, the day is celebrated by paying tribute to freedom
fighters who laid their lives for the country.

Quit India Movement

The movement began on August 8, 1942, with its foundations being
laid back in 1939 when the Governor-general of India was Lord
Lilingthow.
In 1942, Staford Cripps was sent to India by the British
Establishment to negotiate with the leaders of the All India
Congress Committee for gaining their support in exchange for their
freedom.
July 1942- The Quit India Movement Resolution was passed at the
Wardha Conference of All India Congress Committee.

Series of events

Mahatma Gandhi delivered his speech at Mumbai’s Gowalia Tank
Maidan, also called August Kranti Maidan, on 08th August 1942.
Gandhi Ji was arrested and jailed at Pune’s Aga Khan Palace and his
wife Kasturba Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu and secretary Mahadev Desai.
Many other senior members of the Indian National Congress were
also arrested, including Jawaharlal Nehru and Abul Kalam Azad, and
were kept in the Yerwada Jail.
The British Government banned the Congress Committee declaring
it an unlawful association.
Aruna Asaf Ali, popularly known as the ‘Grand Old Lady’ of the
Independence Movement, hoisted the National Flag at Mumbai’s
Gowalia Tank Maidan.
This event was followed by an uproar among the people and the
emergence of several young leaders such as Ram Manohar Lohia, JP
Narayan, SM Joshi, and others who continued to fuel the fire of the
movement throughout India during the period of World War II.

Causes of the Movement

Involvement of India in World War II without prior
consultation with the leaders: The Indian Nationalists were
disgruntled with the Governor-General of India, Lord Linlithgow, as
he brought India to the verge of World War II without consulting
them.
Failure of Cripps Mission: The British sent Stafford Cripps to India
to gain the cooperation of India, which failed because the Cripps
Mission offered India not complete freedom but the Dominion Status
to India, along with the partition. After the failure of Cripps Mission,
the Indian Nationalist Leaders knew that the Britishers were in no
mood to amend the Constitution before the end of World War II.
Shortage of essential commodities: There was widespread
discontent due to the shortage of essential commodities and rising
prices of salt, rice, etc., and commandeering of boats in Bengal and
Orissa. There were fears that the Britishers would follow a scorched
earth policy in Assam, Bengal, and Orissa in reaction to the
advancement of the Japanese. The Economy also shattered as a
result of World War II.
Prevalence of anti-British sentiment: The sentiments were
widely anti-British, and the masses were demanding complete
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independence from the British Government.
Centralization of many small movements: The Ground for the
movement was already prepared by various associated and
affiliated bodies of the Congress, like Forward Bloc, All India Kisan
Sabha, and others. They were leading the mass movements on a
much more radical level for more than two decades. The also
channelized many militant outbursts, which were happening at
several places in the country.

Phases of Quit India Movement

The Quit India Movement can be viewed in three phases from its inception
to end. The phases are as follows:

1. First phase: The first phase or the inception of the movement had
no violence. It began with civil disobedience, boycotts, strikes that
the British Government quickly suppressed. Almost all members of
the Congress Committee, including Gandhiji, were arrested and
kept in Jail till 1945 without any trial.

2. Second phase: In its second phase, the movement shifted to the
countryside. The second phase of the movement took a violent and
aggressive turn. Any building or offices which were the symbol of
the colonial authority was attacked and distracted. Communication
systems, railway stations & tracks, telegraph poles and wires were
also targeted.

3. Third and last phase: In the last phase of the movement, there
was the formation of many independent national or parallel
governments in the isolated pockets of the country, such as Ballia,
Satara, Tamluk, etc.

Successes

Women empowerment: Aruna Asif Ali hoisted the national flag on
the Gowalia tank maidan; Usha Mehta, on the other hand, helped
set up the underground radio station to spread awareness about the
movement.
Rise of future leaders : This movement also gave some future
prominent leaders such as Biku Patnaik, Aruna Asif Ali, Ram
Manohar Lohia, Sucheta Kriplani, J.P. Narayan, etc. These leaders
were helping the movement through underground activities.
Rise of nationalism: A greater sense of unity and brotherhood
emerged due to the Quit India Movement. Many students dropped
out of schools and colleges, people gave up their jobs and withdrew
money from the banks.

Failure of the movement

The movement did not have the support of many organizations of the
country itself.

The Britishers were supported by the Princely States, British Indian
Army, Indian Civil Services, Viceroy’s Council (which had Indians in
the majority), All India Muslim League, Indian Imperial Police.
The Hindu Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) &
Muslim League also opposed the Quit India Movement.
Many Congress members like C Rajagopalachari resigned from the
provincial legislature as they did not favor Mahatma Gandhi’s idea.

5) Dropout of SC/St Candidates :-
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research.
CHAPEA is not the only analog mission, there are others including
Aquarius/NEEMO, Concordia, Desert RATS and HESTIA.
Analog missions are required because not all experiments can be
carried out in space because resources and money are limited.

Editorial of the Day 

The shaky foundation of the labour law reforms

Context

The central government has deferred the possible date of implementation
of labour codes to October 1, 2021, prolonging the wait before employers
and workers could enjoy the benefits extended by the labour codes.

Labour law reforms: Key provisions

The government enacted the Code on Wages in August 2019 and
the other three Codes, viz., the Industrial Relations Code,
the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code and Code on Social Security (CSS) in September 2020.
Universal minimum wage: The codes would extend universal
minimum wages and social security, enable enhanced industrial
safety and the provision of social security to gig workers, among
other things.
Recognition of trade unions: The Industrial Relations Code
provides for recognition of trade union(s) by employers, a labour
right that eluded workers for seven decades.
Flexibility to employers: Employers celebrated the extension of
tremendous flexibility to them, even those unasked, such as relief
from framing standing orders for most firms.
The central government has deferred the possible date of
implementation to October 1, 2021.

Issues in implementation

State’s have not issued draft rules: Major States such as Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Haryana and Delhi have
not issued the draft rules under any codes.
Even though the Code on Wages was enacted in August 2019, it
was only in March 2021 that the central government notified the
constitution of an advisory committee.
Safety concerns persist:  Industrial safety continues to be a
grave concern even after the enactment of the Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code.
Lack of clarity on the determination of minimum wage: On
June 3, 2021, the government announced an expert committee with
a tenure of three years to advise on minimum wages.
Then, on July 12, 2021, the government announced that the
wage index’s base year would be shifted from 1965 to
2019 to use the revised wage index to determine minimum wages.
The Government seems to be facing difficulty regarding the
implementation of minimum wages.

Conclusion

Despite the gazetting of four Codes, age-old laws are in force. That reflects
poorly on the governance abilities of the governments.

2021-08-11 17:47:12
11th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs
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Questions :- 

Consider the following statements regarding Panna Tiger Reserve.

1. The Panna tiger reserve is situated in the Northern part of Vindhya
mountain range in Uttar Pradesh.

2. It has been declared a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

3. Ken-Betwa river interlinking project passes through Panna Tiger Reserve.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1, 2

 b) 3 only

 c) 2, 3

 d) 1, 2, 3

2)Which of the following Tiger Reserve bagged the first
international award, TX2, among the 13 tiger ranging countries for
having doubled the number of tigers in less than the stipulated
time?

 a) Bandipur Tiger Rerve

 b) Pilibhit Tiger Reserve

 c) Periyar Tiger Reserve

 d) Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve

3)Torrefaction technology is used for

 a) Reducing water pollution

 b) Bioremediation

 c) Stubble burning

 d) Desalination of sea water

Prelims Specific News Items

1) LS clears Bill restoring States’ rights to specify OBC groups :- The
government on Monday introduced a key Constitution amendment bill in
the Lok Sabha that seeks to restore the states' power to make their own
OBC lists.
Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Virendra Kumar introduced the
Constitution (127th Amendment) Bill, 2021.

The Bill has been passed to clarify that the states and Union territories are
empowered to prepare and maintain their own list of SEBCs (Socially and
Educationally Backward Classes) and with a view to maintain the federal
structure of this country, there is a need to amend Article 342A and make
consequential amendments in articles 338B and 366 of the Constitution.
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The 102nd Constitution Amendment Act of 2018 inserted articles 338B,
which deals with the structure, duties and powers of the National
Commission for Backward Classes, and 342A that deals with the powers of
the president to notify a particular caste as an SEBC and the power of
Parliament to change the list. Article 366 (26C) defines SEBCs.

What did the Supreme Court said in 5 May order :- The amendment
was necessitated after the Supreme Court in its Maratha reservation ruling
in May upheld the 102nd Constitutional Amendment Act but said the
president, based on the recommendations of the National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC), would determine which communities would be
included on the state OBC list.

"In the task of identification of SEBCs, the President shall be guided by the
Commission set up under Article 338B; its advice shall also be sought by
the state in regard to policies that might be framed by it. If the commission
prepares a report concerning matters of identification, such a report has to
be shared with the state government, which is bound to deal with it, in
accordance with provisions of Article 338B. However, the final
determination culminates in the exercise undertaken by the President (i.e.
the Central Government, under Article 342A (1), by reason of Article 367
read with Section 3 (8) (b) General Clauses Act),"

The 102nd Constitution Amendment Act of 2018 had inserted Articles 338B
and Article 342A (with two clauses) after Article 342. Articles 338B deals
with the structure, duties and powers of the National Commission for
Backward Classes. Article 342A says that the president, in consultation with
the governor, would specify the socially and educationally backward
classes.

What will the 127th Constitution Amendment Bill introduce?

The 127th Constitution Amendment Bill will amend clauses 1 and 2 of
Article 342A and also introduce a new clause 3. The Bill will also amend
Articles 366 (26c) and 338B (9).

The 127th Amendment Bill is designed to clarify that the states can
maintain the "state list" of OBCs as was the system prior to the Supreme
Court judgment. Articles 366 (26c) defines socially and educationally
backward classes.

The "state list" will be completely taken out of the ambit of the president
and will be notified by the state Assembly as per the proposed Bill.

What is the procedure to get 127th Constitution Amendment Bill
passed?

An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction
of a bill in either House of Parliament.

The bill must then be passed in each House by a majority of the total
membership of that House and by a special majority of not less than two-
thirds of the members present and voting. In case of disagreement
between the two Houses, there is no provision for a joint sitting.

2) India to host the first Internet Governance Forum in the country

What is the News?

The Government of India has announced the launch of The India Internet
Governance Forum (IIGF) -2021.

About India Internet Governance Forum (IIGF) -2021:
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India Internet Governance Forum (IIGF) is an Indian chapter of the United
Nations-based forum Internet Governance Forum.
Purpose: IIGF was launched as a policy discussion platform to bring
representatives together from various groups to discuss public policy issues
related to the Internet.
This mode of engagement is referred to as the multi-stakeholder model of
Internet Governance which has been the key feature for the Internet’s
success.
First Session: IIGF will host a session in October 2021 to discuss public
policy issues related to the Internet.
Theme: Inclusive Internet for Digital India.

3)Indian Navy undertakes bilateral exercise ‘Zayed Talwar 2021’
with UAE Navy

Indian Navy took part in a bilateral exercise named ‘Zayed Talwar 2021’
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Navy off the coast of Abu Dhabi.

About Exercise Zayed Talwar 2021:

Exercise Zayed Talwar is a bilateral naval exercise between Indian and UAE
Navy.
Aim: The exercise is designed to enhance interoperability and synergy
between the two navies.
As part of the exercise, the Indian Navy deployed warship INS Kochi and
two Sea King MK 42B helicopters.

3) ‘Seekho Aur Kamao’ Scheme :- Union Minister for Minority Affairs has
informed Rajya Sabha about the Seekho aur Kamao Scheme

About Seekho aur Kamao Scheme:

Seekho aur Kamao (Learn & Earn) is a scheme implemented by the Ministry
of Minority Affairs.
Purpose: It is a Skill development scheme for the youth of the 14 – 35 years
age group. It aims at providing employment and employment opportunities,
improving the employability of existing workers, school dropouts etc.
Implementation: The scheme is implemented through selected expert
Project Implementing Agencies (PIAs).
The scheme ensures placements of a minimum of 75% trainees, out of
which at least 50% placement is in the organized sector.
Moreover, Post-placement support of Rs. 2000/- per month is provided to
placed trainees under the scheme for two months as placement assistance.

4) Parties get 48 hours to publish candidates’ criminal records :- The
court had directed political parties to publish the criminal history, if any, of
their election candidates on the homepage of their websites under the
caption ‘Candidates with criminal antecedents’ within 48 hours of their
selection.

5) PM Modi launches 2nd leg of Ujjwala scheme in Uttar Pradesh :- 

Under Ujjwala 2.0 (Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana), migrant workers would
no longer have to struggle to get address proof documents to get the gas
connections, Mr. Modi said.

Now migrant workers would only be required to submit a self-declaration of
their residential address to get the gas connection.

6) HC nod must to close cases against lawmakers :- Questioning the
Centre’s commitment towards the speedy trial and prosecution of criminal
politicians, the Supreme Court on Tuesday directed that a criminal case
against an MP or MLA can be withdrawn only after getting the consent of
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the State High Court concerned.

No prosecution against a sitting or former MP/MLA shall be withdrawn
without the leave of the High Court… Various State governments have
resorted to withdrawal of numerous criminal cases pending against MP/MLA
by utilising the power vested under Section 321 CrPC.

Section 321. Withdrawal from prosecution. The Public Prosecutor or
Assistant Public Prosecutor in charge of a case may, with the consent of the
Court, at any time before the judgment is pronounced, withdraw from the
prosecution of any person either generally or in respect of any one or more
of the offences for which he is tried;

7) Aug. 7 will be National Javelin Day

8) Hong Kong Map :- 



sovereign policy space with a collective resolve to discipline errant nations
that are known to dumping goods and erecting trade barriers through
multilateral rules. 

Mutually beneficial trade arrangements that seek deeper economic
integration will be entered into at the bilateral and regional levels
to create win-win situations for all stakeholders, including consumers,
who tend to benefit from lowered barriers and harmonised standards.

Countries that harness technology are expected to dominate international
trade in future with a transformational impact on the global economy.

Skills upgradation to global standards should form a part of India’s
strategy in a post COVID-19 world.

Building an ecosystem that incentivises value added
manufacturing and technology induced finished products should form
a part of our longterm strategy.

Plug and play manufacturing units under Production Linked
Incentive Scheme (PLI) schemes, if carefully nurtured, could lead the
industry on that path.

2021-08-12 15:25:33
12th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

Who among the following is known as Father of Indian
archaeology?

 a) Sir William Jones

 b) James Princep

 c) Max Mueller

 d) Alexander Cunningham

2)Consider the following statements regarding Prayaga Prashasti.

1. It was composed in Sanskrit by Nagasena.

2. It describes the circumstances of Samudragupta’s accession, his military
campaigns in north India and the Deccan.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) Both 1 and 2

 d) Neither 1 nor 2

3)Following the rejection of the recommendations of the Simon
Commission by Indians, an all-party conference was held at
Mumbai in May 1928. The conference appointed a drafting
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committee under Motilal Nehru to

 a) Draw up a constitution for India

 b) Dwell on the future leadership of the Indian National Congress (INC)

 c) Prepare the roadmap to the next non-cooperation movement

 d) None of the above

Prelims Specific Questions:- 

Parliamentary Committee on Official Language :- The Union Home
Minister has chaired the 36th meeting of the Parliamentary Committee on
Official Language.

About Parliamentary Committee on Official Language:

The Parliamentary Committee on Official Language was set up in 1976
under section 4 of the Official Languages Act,1963.

Mandate: The Committee shall review the progress made in the use of
Hindi for the Official purposes of the Union and submit a report to the
President making recommendations. The President shall then lay the report
before each House of Parliament and send it to all the State Governments.

Composition: The Committee comprises 30 members of Parliament, 20
from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya Sabha.

Chairman: The Chairman of the Committee is elected by the members of
the Committee. As a convention, the Union Home Minister has been
elected as Chairman of the Committee from time to time.

2) Two wetlands of Haryana — Sultanpur National Park and
Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary — have been included in the Ramsar list.
With this, the number of protected Ramsar sites in India has now gone up
to 46.

About Sultanpur National Park:

Sultanpur National Park is situated in the Gurgaon district of Haryana. The
park is spread across 353 acres.

The park is an important wetland that harbours rich plant and animal life. It
supports more than 220 species of resident, winter migratory and local
migratory waterbirds at critical stages of their life cycles. 

More than ten of these are globally threatened, including the critically
endangered sociable lapwing.

About Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary:

Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Jhajjar district of Haryana. In
2009, it was declared as a bird sanctuary by the Indian Government.
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3)West Africa records 1st death from ‘highly infectious’ Marburg
virus :- 

Marburg virus disease(MVD) was formerly known as Marburg hemorrhagic
fever.

The virus causes hemorrhagic fever and belongs to the same family
(Filoviridae family) as the Ebola virus.

First Case: The virus was initially detected in 1967 after simultaneous
outbreaks in Marburg and Frankfurt in Germany; and in Belgrade, Serbia.

Symptoms: The common symptoms of a virus are fever, headache,
fatigue, abdominal pain and gingival haemorrhage.

Transmission: Marburg is transmitted to people from fruit bats. The virus
spreads among humans through direct contact with the bodily fluids of the
patient, surfaces and materials.

4) Google rolls out new features to improve child safety online :- 

To give kids and teens a safer experience online, Google has announced a
host of changes in its policies and product to limit their exposure to explicit
content, including blocking advertising targeted at the under-18 age group.
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In the “coming weeks and months”, the technology giant will roll out a new
policy that will enable anyone under 18, or their parent or guardian, to
request the removal of their images from Google Image results. 

“Of course, removing an image from Search doesn’t remove it from the
web, but we believe this change will help give young people more control of
their images online,” the company said in a blog.

5) US Senate passes Biden's massive $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill
:- 

The US Senate on Tuesday approved the colossal $1.2 trillion infrastructure
investment plan backed by President Joe Biden, a huge win for the
Democratic president.

By funding work on roads, bridges and ports, as well as clean water and
high-speed internet, Mr. Biden said the Bill — which still needs House
approval — would create thousands of high-paying jobs for people without
college degrees.

Editorial of the Day 

An urban job guarantee scheme is the need of the hour :- The
Standing Committee on Labour stated in its report of August 3, 2021 that
“there is an imperative need for putting in place an Employment Guarantee
Programme for the urban workforce in line with MGNREGA.”

Both male and female employment rates in urban India, which in the
immediate pre-pandemic period were already lower than historical rates,
fell sharply in April-June 2020. Even in July-September 2020 they remained
significantly below the pre-pandemic level, as much as 13 per cent lower
for women.

  

But even this partial recovery in employment rates is misleading, because
it was essentially due to a fairly big increase in the number of unpaid
workers who helped in their family enterprises (like small shops and the
like) — once again, dominantly among women workers (Figure 2). This is
hardly a sign of labour market dynamism; more a reflection of the complete
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absence of other employment opportunities.

This is confirmed by the significant increase in open unemployment rates in
urban areas, which have spiralled upwards well beyond the historical highs
that were so widely discussed from in the 2017-18 labour force survey.

Some State governments have attempted to bring in urban
employment schemes on their own, but they are so cash-strapped
— especially after the additional pandemic-related expenditures that were
thrust on them by the insufficient spending by the Centre — that it has
been all but impossible to do anything that would have a sufficient impact
on the ground.

Despite that, the efforts by the State governments of Kerala, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh, suggest that there are
initiatives that could be built upon and improved.

What Lessons can we get from these state schemes for Urban
employment :- 

One, an urban livelihood scheme can be launched within the
existing fiscal space. If not, the Union and States can provide
resources together.
Two, separate minimum wages for rural and urban areas do not
cause migration to urban areas since the higher cost of living in
urban areas has an offsetting effect.
Three, the focus must shift from asset creation to service delivery.
Restricting it to asset creation or wage material ratios may be
suboptimal in urban settings. The focus should be on enhancing the
quality of municipal services.
Four, such a scheme is like an ‘economic vaccine’ and will protect
people against unemployment. It should be administered at the
national level rather than at the State level.

2021-08-16 15:43:45
14th and 15th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

With reference to Anti-dumping duty, consider the following
statements:

1. It is a measure to protect domestic industry and act as an
instrument to establish fair trade.

2. Import of cheap products through illegal trade channels like
smuggling falls within the purview of dumping.

3. The use of anti-dumping measure as an instrument of fair
competition is permitted by the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.  3 only

b.  1 and 2 only

c.  1 and 3 only

d.  1, 2 and 3

2)Which of the following is the nodal agency for landslide studies
in India?
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a.  Geological Survey of India

b.  National Disaster Management Authority

c.  National Institute of Public Finance and Policy

d.  Building Materials and Technology Promotion Council

3)Consider the following statements:

1. Tiger surveys are usually held once in four years whereas elephants
are counted once in five years.

2. In India, at present number of  elephants is approximately 10 times
that of  tigers.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. Analysing decline of the role of Parliament in present
context:-

This 75th year of India’s Independence feels like what its first year of
freedom may have been like. The pandemic era defined by large-scale loss,
lack of adequate state infrastructure and deep economic uncertainty — on
the face of it — is reminiscent of the Partition years.

Declining role of Parliament

1) Low functioning

In 2020, Parliament sat in session for 33 days.
According to PRS Legislative Research (PRS), in the 2021 Monsoon
Session, the Lok Sabha was scheduled to work for six hours per
day for 19 days.
Instead, it sat for 21 hours in total or 21 per cent of what was
conceived.
Brazil’s Parliament used an application called Infoleg during the
pandemic and functioned at higher rates than in pre-
pandemic times.
The United States Congress met physically for 113 days in 2020. In
the year before, they met for 130 days.
In the past 10 years, the Rajya Sabha has functioned for less than
25 per cent of its scheduled time.

2) Neglect of the role of Parliamentary Committees

According to PRS, none of the 15 bills introduced in this Monsoon
Session 2021 has been referred to a Parliamentary Committee.
In this current Lok Sabha commencing 2019, only 12 per cent of the
bills introduced have been referred to committee.
By contrast, the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-2019) had 27 per cent and
the 15th Lok Sabha (2009-2014) had 71 per cent of bills referred to
standing committees.
More significantly, fewer and fewer drafts of key legislation are
being debated across the political aisle before becoming law.
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3) No discussion of supplementary budget

In this Lok Sabha, nine minutes were spent discussing and passing
the supplementary budget that included a Rs 15,750 crore Covid-19
Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness Package.
This is the functioning of the legislature — increasingly convened
less and debates are few.

Contrast with functioning of Parliament when country faced
partition

 The drafting of India’s Constitution started in December 1946,
when the Constituent Assembly first met, seven months before
Independence in August 1947.
What makes these years of our constitutional founding so dramatic,
was that the backdrop to our founding was as torturous as this
pandemic era.
As Delhi was slowly filling up with refugees, India’s dual function
legislature functioned as Parliament by morning and Constituent
Assembly in the afternoon.
The first Constituent Assembly was meant to comprise 296
members, but its initial session had only 210 members in
attendance.
 The assembly faced a boycott by the rest of the members.
The Constituent Assembly caucus of the founding Congress Party
included many members from outside the party.
These members from across the political-ideological spectrum were
able to arrive at decisions using a mixture of techniques of problem-
solving, persuasion, bargaining and politicking.

Conclusion

The functioning of the Partition era Constituent Assembly is held up as a
model of nation-building. Our political class today needs to learn from the
makers of our Constitution and stop the declining role of our Parliament
today.

2) Govt bans manufacture, sale and use of identified single-use
plastic items from July 1, 2022 :- 

The government has notified Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules,
2021, prohibiting identified single-use plastic items by 2022.

ON THICKNESS

The thickness of plastic carry bags will be increased from 50 microns to 75
microns from September 30, 2021, and to 120 microns from December 31,
2022, according to the notification dated August 12. This will also allow the
plastic carry bags to be reused, it stated.

Non-woven plastic carry bags should not be less than 60 gram per square
metre (GSM) with effect from September 30, 2021

"The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of following
single-use plastic, including polystyrene and expanded polystyrene,
commodities shall be prohibited with effect from July 1, 2022: ear buds with
plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons, plastic flags, candy sticks, ice-
cream sticks, polystyrene (thermocol) for decoration; plates, cups, glasses,
cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straw, trays; wrapping or packing
films around sweet boxes, invitation cards, and cigarette packets, plastic or
PVC banners less than 100 micron, stirrers,".
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EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY

Extended Producer Responsibility is a policy approach in which producers
take responsibility for management of the disposal of products they
produce once those products are designated as no longer useful by
consumers.

The Centre had earlier asked states and union territories to constitute a
special task force under the chief secretary or the administrator for
elimination of SUP and effective implementation of the Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016.

3) New museums on J&K, Buddha, freedom struggle :- 

What is the News?

The Ministry of Culture has planned to inaugurate new museums on Jammu
and Kashmir, Gautam Buddha, Indian armour and the freedom struggle by
the end of 2021.

Museum on Jammu and Kashmir(J&K):

1. The museum on Jammu and Kashmir will capture the essence
and spirit of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh as an integral part of the
nation since ages.

2. The museum elaborates this by tracing the roots of Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh since prehistoric times to the present day and
telling unheard stories of the region and people which have been
lost in the centuries of time.

Museum on Gautam Buddha:

1. The museum on Gautama Buddha focuses on the religious and
traditional aspects of Buddhist heritage in India.

2. The museum would have over 200 objects from the 1st Century
CE to 19th Century CE, including stone and bronze sculptures,
terracotta heads and costumes.

Museum on Freedom Struggle:

1. The museum will narrate the story of the country’s freedom
struggle in an interactive manner. Further, the museum will provide
more emphasis on the unheard stories of people’s participation in
India’s freedom movement representing contribution of all regions.

2. Another museum will be developed which would showcase arms
and armour of India through the ages.

3. Moreover, the Ministry is also in the process of setting up a
museum dedicated to freedom fighters at the Victoria Memorial Hall
in Kolkata, called ‘Biplobi Bharat’.

4) PM Modi launches Vehicle Scrappage Policy, says it will promote
a circular economy :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday launched the national vehicle
scrappage policy, saying it will help phase out unfit and polluting vehicles
and also promote a circular economy.

The policy will give a new identity to India’s mobility and auto sector, Modi
said in a video address to the Investor Summit held to invite investment for
setting up vehicle scrapping infrastructure under the Voluntary Vehicle-
Fleet Modernization Programme.

We are promoting a circular economy. The aim is to develop a sustainable
and environment-friendly economy, he said.
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A circular economy is one where products are designed for
durability, reuse and recyclability.

“This policy will play a major role in removing unfit vehicles from our roads
in a scientific manner. It will modernise the vehicular population on our city
roads, he said.

The prime minister said that India should work for clean, congestion free
and convenient mobility in the 21st century.

The policy will play a key role in ‘Waste to Wealth’ programme, Modi said,
adding it will also help in reducing pollution in our cities.

Under this policy, people who give their old vehicles for turning
them into scrap, will be given a certificate by the government.

People having this certificate will not be charged any registration fee on the
purchase of a new vehicle, said Mr. Modi, adding that such vehicle owners
will also be entitled for some rebate on road tax.

Vehicle Scrappage Policy: Key Features

Fitness testing: The government plans to set up between 450-500
automated vehicle fitness testing stations across India on a PPP
basis. Private vehicles – which are over 20 years old – will have to
undergo fitness tests, at an estimated cost of Rs 300-400 per test.
Scrappage: A total of 60-70 vehicle scrapping centres will also be
built, situated no further than 150-200 kilometres away from any
location in India.
Green Tax: Vehicles that pass the automated tests will be
subjected to a ‘green tax’, which will see owners shell out an
additional 10 per cent to 25 per cent of road tax at the time of the
renewal of the vehicle’s fitness certificate, along with re-registration
fees.
Penalties: Those who choose to drive a vehicle that has failed the
automated test will face substantial penalties, and such vehicles
could also be impounded.
Choice of owners: The scrappage policy leaves the choice of
scrapping to the owner of the vehicle, with Gadkari saying the
automated tests will place emphasis on vehicle fitness, and not its
age.

Implementation plan

The implementation of the vehicle scrappage policy in India is still
some time away.
Initially, it will be heavy commercial vehicles that will need to
undergo fitness tests starting 1 April, 2023.
Fitness tests will be made mandatory for all other types of vehicles
from 1 June, 2024, in a phased manner.
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Significance of Wetlands

Wetlands provide a wide range of important resources and
ecosystem services such as food, water, fibre, groundwater
recharge, water purification, flood moderation, erosion control and
climate regulation.
They are, in fact, are a major source of water and our main supply
of freshwater comes from an array of wetlands which help soak
rainfall and recharge groundwater.
They provide many societal benefits: food and habitat for fish and
wildlife, including threatened and endangered species; water
quality improvement; flood storage; shoreline erosion control;
economically beneficial natural products for human use; and
opportunities for recreation, education, and research etc.

Which are the new sites added to the Ramsar List?

Thol and Wadhwana from Gujarat and
Sultanpur and Bhindawas from Haryana

With this, the number of Ramsar sites in India are 46 and the surface area
covered by these sites is now 1,083,322 hectares.

(1) Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary

Bhindawas WLS, the largest wetland in Haryana is a human-made
freshwater wetland.
Over 250 bird species use the sanctuary throughout the year as a
resting and roosting site.
The site supports more than ten globally threatened species
including the endangered Egyptian Vulture, Steppe Eagle, Pallas’s
Fish Eagle, and Black-bellied Tern.

(2) Sultanpur National Park

Sultanpur NP from Haryana supports more than 220 species of
resident, winter migratory and local migratory waterbirds at critical
stages of their life cycles.
More than ten of these are globally threatened, including the
critically endangered sociable lapwing, and the endangered
Egyptian Vulture, Saker Falcon, Pallas’s Fish Eagle and Black-bellied
Tern.

(3) Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary

Thol Lake WLS from Gujarat lies on the Central Asian Flyway and
more than 320 bird species can be found here.
The wetland supports more 30 threatened waterbird species, such
as the critically endangered White-rumped Vulture and Sociable
Lapwing , and the vulnerable Sarus Crane, Common Pochard and
Lesser White-fronted Goose.

(4) Wadhvana Wetland

Wadhvana Wetland from Gujarat is internationally important for its
birdlife as it provides wintering ground to migratory waterbirds,
including over 80 species that migrate on the Central Asian Flyway.
They include some threatened or near-threatened species such as
the endangered Pallas’s fish-Eagle, the vulnerable Common
Pochard, and the near-threatened Dalmatian Pelican, Grey-headed
Fish-eagle and Ferruginous Duck.

6) Places in news: Ningbo Port :- 
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China has partially shut down the world’s third-busiest container port, the
Ningbo Port, after a worker there tested positive for Covid-19.

Port of Ningbo-Zhoushan

This port is the busiest in the world in terms of cargo tonnage.
It handled 888.96 million tons of cargo in 2015.
The port is located in Ningbo and Zhoushan, on the coast of the
East China Sea, in Zhejiang province on the southeast end of
Hangzhou Bay, across which it faces the municipality of Shanghai.
The port is at the crossroads of the north-south inland and coastal
shipping route, including canals to the important inland waterway to
interior China, the Yangtze River, to the north.
The port consists of several ports which are Beilun (seaport),
Zhenhai (estuary port), and old Ningbo harbour (inland river port).

What is the potential impact of the closure?

Despite the diversion of shipments to other terminals, experts are
anticipating a backlog of consignments with average wait times
being expected to rise.

How is it likely to affect global trade?

In the aftermath of Covid-19, global supply chains have remained
fragile mainly on account of closures and lockdowns that affected
both the manufacturing and the logistical segments of the chain.
This has not only resulted in a growing backlog of shipments but
has also caused freight charges to go up as demand outgrew the
supply.
Extended closure of one of the biggest terminals at the third-busiest
port in the world could further exacerbate the stress in global trade.

Editorial of the Day 

1. India’s leadership in the debate on maritime security

Indian PM recently addressed the UNSC High-Level Open Debate on
“Enhancing Maritime Security: A Case For International Cooperation”,
convened by India.
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Highlights of the UNSC debate on Maritime Security

India’s leadership: As President of the UN Security Council for the
month of August, India’s leadership in the debate on maritime
security has strengthened its credentials as a key stakeholder in
the maritime commons.
Ocean as a common heritage: Prime Minister Modi described the
oceans as a common heritage for humankind and a lifeline for the
future of the planet.
Culture, history, geography: In enunciating five principles, Mr.
Modi linked free and open trade to India’s civilisational ethos.
He outlined a far-sighted vision rooted in India’s culture, history
and geography.
SAGAR: The relevance of SAGAR (Security And Growth For All In
The Region) was also reiterated.
Need for a common framework: The global community needs to
develop a common framework to deal with contemporary
challenges, including maritime disputes and natural disasters.

Importance of high seas

Ninety per cent of global trade is conducted on the high seas,
for the simple reason that it continues to be the most cost-effective
mode of transport.
Spread of prosperity: Freedom of navigation and unimpeded
commerce are key to the spread of prosperity. 
Critical supply chains depend on the concept of mare liberum (open
seas).

Suggestions and role of India

1) Maritime dispute settlement  based on international law

The Prime Minister advocated the peaceful settlement of maritime
disputes on the basis of international law.
The importance of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea as the legal framework governing all maritime activity
needs to be emphasised.
India’s acceptance of the award by the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in 2014 paved the way for India and Bangladesh to
put aside their maritime dispute and forge even closer ties.
In 2016, China summarily rejected the Permanent Court of
Arbitration ruling in favour of the Philippines.
The neo-colonial concept of mare clausum (closed seas) in the
South China Sea is anathema to the future of the global economy.

2) Deling with natural disasters and maritime threats

Natural disasters and maritime threats posed by non-state actors
have grown exponentially.
The global community needs to rally together to deal effectively
with the ravages of cyclones, tsunami and maritime pollution.
First responder: India’s role as ‘first responder’ in the Indian
Ocean, whether in thwarting piracy or providing relief after the
Boxing Day tsunami in 2004, is well-documented.
The Indian Coast Guard’s operational reach and
capability has vastly improved in dealing with environmental
hazards and piracy.
White shipping agreements: India now has white shipping
agreements with several countries.
Cooperation: The Indian Navy’s state-of-the-art Information
Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) based in
Gurugram hosts officers from the United States, Japan, France,
Australia and the United Kingdom.
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Training:The Indian Navy regularly offers a large number of
training slots to friendly countries.

3) Environmental concerns

The oceans remain our lifeline.
Yet, they have been overwhelmed by plastic waste which chokes all
forms of marine life.

4) Connectivity and infrastructure

Connectivity: The development of connectivity and
infrastructure are also a major priority.
There are heightened concerns today over China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).
Openness and transparency India stands for openness and
transparency in the execution of projects, based on local priorities,
with in-built fiscal viability and environmental sustainability.
Blue Dot Network: The U.S., Japan and Australia are also
promoting better standards for global infrastructure through the
Blue Dot Network.

Conclusion

India’s natural interests stretch across both the Indian and Pacific Oceans
as reflected in its inclusive Indo-Pacific vision. No doubt, India’s initiative
will further the prospects for a stable and enduring maritime environment.

Editorial 02 : Growth needs steps beyond reforms 

e reversed, i.e. the poverty rate may have increased.

Way forward

Growth requires more than reforms. Reforms are, in the words of
economists, only a necessary condition. It is not sufficient.
Need to increase investment: It is the decline in investment rate
of nearly five percentage points since 2010-11 that has led to the
progressive decline of the growth rate.
Reforms supplemented by a careful nurturing of the investment
climate are needed to spur growth again.
Reform agenda must continue: First of all, there is a need to
move in the same direction in which we have been moving in the
past three decades.
Policymakers should identify the sectors which need reforms in
terms of creating a competitive environment and improving
the performance efficiency.
From this angle, we need to take a relook at the financial system,
power sector and governance. Centre and States must be joint
partners in this effort.
Second, in terms of government performance, there should
be increased focus on social sectors such as health and
education.

Conclusion

Growth and equity must go together. They must not be posed as opposing
considerations. They are truly interdependent. It is only in an environment
of high growth, equity can be pushed aggressively.

2021-08-16 16:21:12
16th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs
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Questions

Which of the following site(s) has been recently included in the
Ramsar Convention as Wetlands of International Importance?

1. Wadhvana Wetland
2. Sultanpur National Park
3. Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.  1 only

b.  1 and 2 only

c.  2 and 3 only

d.  1, 2 and 3

2)With respect to the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty
Seventh Amendment) Bill, 2021, consider the following
statements:

The Bill empowers the states and union territories to prepare their own list
of socially and educationally backward classes.

This list must be made by law, and may differ from the central list.

Which of the given statements above is/are correct?

a.  1 only

b.  2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

3)Operation Blue Freedom, sometimes seen in the news recently,
is associated with?

a. India’s scientific expedition program to Antarctica under the Mission
Sakthi

b. An expedition exercise till Siachen Glacier by People with
disabilities from across the country

c. A campaign launched by the Ministry of Environment to attain blue flag
tag for India’s beaches

d. An exercise launched by the Ministry of Fisheries to eliminate ghostnets
and bottom trawling fishing

The newly added sites are:

Wadhwana Wetland (Gujarat)

Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary (Gujarat)

Sultanpur National Park (Haryana)
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Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary (Haryana)

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. Bihar plans GPS trackers for endangered Greater Adjutant
Storks :- In a first, Bihar has decided to tag endangered greater
adjutant storks (Leptoptilos dubius), locally known as ‘Garuda’, with
GPS trackers to monitor their movement as a part of efforts to
conserve them.

Bhagalpur’s Kadwa Diara floodplains area is the third-most popular
breeding centre for the greater adjutant stork in the world after Assam and
Cambodia. Conservation efforts in these areas have led to increase in their
population in recent years.

The greater adjutant is one of the most threatened stork species of the
world and is widely considered to be a rare bird

The global population of the Greater Adjutant Stork is estimated to be
roughly not more than 1,500 now.

Conservation status:

IUCN Red list: EN (Endangered)

Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule IV

There are only three known breeding grounds – one in Cambodia, two in
India, in Assam and in Kadwa Diara of Bihar.

Cultural significance: The Garuda is the considered the mount of Vishnu,
one of Hinduism’s prime deities. 

2)Miyawaki method:

It is a method pioneered by Japanese Botanist Akira Miyawaki. Miyawaki is
a technique pioneered by Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki that helps build
dense, native forests. The approach is supposed to ensure that plant
growth is 10 times faster and the resulting plantation is 30 times denser
than usual.

3)MoHUA launches one brand -‘SonChiraiya’ – for Urban SHG
products :- The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched
‘SonChiraiya’.

About SonChiraiya:

SonChiraiya is a brand and logo for the marketing of urban Self-Help Group
(SHG) products. 

This will help in improving visibility and global access for the products
made by urban SHG women.

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NULM) has focussed on equipping the urban poor women with adequate
skills and opportunities and enabling them to promote sustainable micro-
enterprises.

4)Whale Shark:

Whale Shark(Rhincodon typus) is the largest known extant fish species.

Features: Whale Sharks are a ‘filter feeder shark’ which means it does not
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eat meat like other sharks. They filter seawater and feed on tiny planktons.

Habitat: The whale shark is found in open waters of the tropical oceans and
is rarely found in water below 21 °C (70 °F). In India, they are mostly found
in the Gulf of Mannar and Gujarat coast.

Conservation Status:

IUCN Red List: Endangered

CITES: Appendix II

Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 

Threats:

Oil & gas drilling, shipping lanes 

Accidental entanglement in fishing nets 

Developed by: National Institute of Animal Biotechnology (NAIB),
Hyderabad, an autonomous institution under the aegis of the Department
of Biotechnology.

5) IndiGau is India’s first Cattle Genomic Chip for the conservation of pure
varieties of indigenous cattle breeds like Gir, Kankrej, Sahiwal, Ongole etc.

6) Trekking the highest battlefield in the world :- 

Where there’s a will there’s a way. A team of people with disabilities
on Independence Day embarked upon a journey to trek the Siachen
Glacier. They will attempt a world record for the largest group of people
with disabilities to scale the highest battlefield in the world.

Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Virendra Kumar flagged off
the expedition, which is being executed by ‘Team CLAW’, a group of
armed forces veterans working towards empowering people with
disabilities

This is the land world record expedition part of ‘Operation Blue Freedom
Triple World Records’ being undertaken, CLAW Global said. Those selected
will undergo all the three stages of acclimatisation and training at Leh
(Stage 1), Siachen base camp (Stage 2) and North Pullu (Stage 3) after
which the final expedition team would be selected.

7)Method to determine Tea Quality in Assam :-= The 110 year old
Tocklai Tea Research Institute in eastern Assam’s Jorhat had in the
1950s developed the ballometric method for separating fine tea leaves
from the coarse ones to ensure quality.

Every 100 grams of tea leaves is then separated into fine and coarse
leaves.

8)Explained: PM Gati Shakti Master Plan that Modi announced on
Independence Day  :- 

What is Gati Shakti Master Plan?
In his speech, PM Modi pegged the project as a source of employment
opportunities for the youth in future.

“In the coming days, we will launch PM Gati Shakti Plan, a 100 lakh crore
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national infrastructure master plan which will make a foundation for holistic
infrastructure and give an integrated pathway to our economy,” 

What are the focus areas of the project?
PM Modi said that the Gati Shakti plan will help raise the global profile of
local manufacturers and help them compete with their counterparts
worldwide. It also raises possibilities of new future economic zones.

The prime minister also said that India needs to increase both
manufacturing and exports. Every product that is sold globally from India is
attached to India, which is why I am saying that every product of yours is a
brand ambassador for India, he said.

More details and the launch date of the project are awaited. Other
significant announcements include the launch of the National Hydrogen
Mission and the opening up Sainik Schools for girls.

2021-08-18 23:38:25
17th August 2021 Daily current Affairs

Questions:- 

‘IndiGau’, sometimes seen in the news recently, refers to?

a.  Indigenously developed vaccine for cattles

b.  Cattle genomic chip for preserving indigenous breeds

c. Animal health card issued under the National Mission for Bovine
productivity

d. A web portal to boost dairy productivity in India by organizing the
livestock market

2)Which of the following is generally not an activity carried out by
shell companies?

 a) Make financial transactions.

 b) Manufacturing products and rendering services

 c) Diverting money or money laundering.

 d) None of the above are the activities of Shell companies.

3)Fiscal Consolidation refers to the policies undertaken by
Governments to

Reduce their fiscal deficits

Reduce the accumulation of debt stock

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only
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 c) Both 1 and 2

 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims specific News :- 

Central Asian Flyway(CAF) Flyway:

Central Asian Flyway

A flyway is a geographical region within which a single or a group of
migratory species completes its annual cycle – breeding, moulting, staging
and non-breeding. 

Central Asian Flyway(CAF) encompasses overlapping migration routes of
over 30 countries for different water-birds. The CAF links the northernmost
breeding ground in Siberia to the southernmost non-breeding grounds in
west and south Asia, the Maldives and the British Indian Ocean territory.

2) The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment has
launched an online portal named TAPAS (Training for Augmenting
Productivity and Services).

About TAPAS Portal:

Developed by: National Institute of Social Defence, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.

What is it? It is a MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) platform that offers
various courses in the field of social defence.

Objective: The main objective of introducing courses on social defence is to
impart training and enhance the knowledge and skills for the capacity
building of the participants.

Courses: It will provide five basic courses

Drug (Substance) Abuse Prevention,

Geriatric/Elderly Care,

Care and Management of Dementia,

Transgender Issues

Comprehensive course on Social Defence Issues.

Eligibility: The courses can be taken up by anyone who wishes to enhance
his or her knowledge on the topics and there is no fee for joining.

About National Institute of Social Defence (NISD):

NISD was originally set up as the Central Bureau of Correctional Services in
1961 under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.

Since 1975, the Institute has functioned as a subordinate office under the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

In 2002, NISD became an Autonomous Body under the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment and is registered under Societies Act 1860 with
the Government of NCT, Delhi.

3)The Ministry of Culture inaugurated two exhibitions on the
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occasion of Independence Day.

Which are those two exhibitions?

Katha Kranthi Veeron Ki:

It is an exhibition of revolutionaries with a dedicated exhibition on Alluri
Seetharamaraju and exhibits of paintings of Shaheedi Diwas, Champaran
Satyagraha and Jallianwala Bagh.

It will be organized by Lalit Kala Akademi. 

Monuments of Victory & Valour:

It is an exhibition that will contain photos of resistance and valour across
millennia. This will include photos of the:

Kakatiya Kala Thoranam at Warangal

Fort of Jhansi Laxmi Bhai that symbolises her valour against the British in
the war of independence in 1857 and 

Vijaya Stambh in Chittorgarh that commemorates the victory over the
sultanates led by Mahmud Khilji.

The exhibition will be organized by the National Monuments
Authority(NMA).

About National Monuments Authority (NMA):

National Monuments Authority (NMA) has been set up under the Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India.

It has been set up as per provisions of The Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010.

Functions: To protect and preserve monuments and sites through
management of the prohibited and regulated area around the centrally
protected monuments. 

4)The Union Minister of Women and Child Development has
launched the 2nd phase of SAMVAD programme.

About SAMVAD Programme:

SAMVAD stands for Support, Advocacy & Mental health interventions for
children in Vulnerable circumstances And Distress.

Mandate: It is a National Initiative and Integrated Resource that works in
child protection, mental health and psychosocial care. 

Aim: To provide mental health outreach for children who are abandoned
and orphaned, child survivors of trafficking, or in conflict with law.

Implementation: The programme is led by National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Sciences(NIMHANS). It is funded by Ministry of
of Women and Child Development.

NIMHANS is the apex centre of mental health and neuroscience education.
It operates autonomously under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

5) Agencies brace for sharp rise in drug trafficking :- 
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Context:

Taliban assert control over Afghanistan.

Details:

With the Taliban’s rise to power in Afghanistan, the Indian anti-
drug law enforcement agencies are suspecting a steep
surge in cross-border trafficking of heroin and crystal
methamphetamine.

Heroin is a depressant and is manufactured from opium.
Methamphetamine is a stimulant that is mainly used as
a recreational drug. The drug is prepared using ephedrine
extracted from Ephedra plants.

This projection is based on the following recent reports.
There have been reports of an increase in drug trafficking in
the region, mostly through maritime routes. Several seizures
of Afghan-origin heroin and methamphetamine in the high seas of
the region have been made in the recent past.

According to the latest World Drug Report of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime, Afghanistan reported a 37% increase in
the extent of land used for illicit cultivation of opium poppy during
2020 compared with 2019.

Afghanistan accounted for 85% of the global opium
production in 2020.
The Golden Crescent region of South Asia—comprising
Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan—is a principal global site for
opium production and distribution.

Iran too has reported an increase in the proportion of Afghan-origin
methamphetamine seizures over the years.

Contributing factors:

Taliban’s dependency on drug money:

Drug money has been a major source of revenue for the Taliban.
Given the weak economic fundamentals of the Afghanistan
economy, the Taliban will continue to be reliant on drug
money to fund its operations and maintain influence among
its cadres.

Economic disruption caused by the pandemic:

The economic crisis brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic
had increased the appeal of illicit poppy cultivation in
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Afghanistan, given the high returns from its cultivation.
The 2020 World Drug Report of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) cautions that the economic hardship caused by
the pandemic could lead to an increase in the number of people
resorting to illicit activities linked to drugs to make a living.
Fewer countries are taking part in joint drug operations due to
budgetary problems.

Methamphetamine in Afghanistan :- Afghanistan is also turning out to
be a major source for methamphetamine. In the neighbouring Iran, the
proportion of Afghan-origin methamphetamine seizure increased from less
than 10% in 2015 to over 90% in 2019, while seizures in Afghanistan
increased almost sevenfold that year compared to 2018. The drug is
prepared using ephedrine extracted from Ephedra plants in Afghanistan.

6) About Tribunals :- What are Tribunals?

The Tribunal is a quasi-judicial institution. They were set up to deal with
problems such as resolving administrative or tax-related disputes.

Initially, Tribunals were not a part of the Constitution. Swaran Singh
Committee recommended including Tribunals as a part of the Constitution.

Based on that, the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976 provided constitutional
status to Tribunals. Tribunals were placed under Part XIV-A. 

This part has only two articles:

Article 323-A deals with Administrative Tribunals. These tribunals resolve
disputes related to the recruitment and service conditions of persons
engaged in public service.

Article 323-B deals with tribunals for other matters. These tribunals
resolve disputes related to Taxation, Foreign exchange, Industrial and
labour, Land reforms, import and export, Food, Ceiling on urban property,
etc.

Few differences between these tribunals are:- 

Article 323-A (Administrative Tribunals):- 

Parliament alone can establish these tribunals

Only one tribunal at the center level and Only one for each state(or two or
more states)

Article 323-B (Tribunals for other matters):- 

Both Parliament and State Legislatures can establish these tribunals.

Government can establish the hierarchy of Tribunals

7) Measurement of Inflation in India:- 

Wholesale Price Index WPI:- 

It is the most widely used inflation indicator in India.

Published by the Office of Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

All transactions at the first point of bulk sale in the domestic market are
included.
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Major criticism for this index is that the general public does not buy
products at wholesale price.

The base year of All-India WPI has been revised from 2004-05 to 2011-12 in
2017.

Major components of WPI:- 

Primary articles is a major component of WPI, further subdivided into Food
Articles and Non-Food Articles.

Food Articles include items such as Cereals, Paddy, Wheat, Pulses,
Vegetables, Fruits, Milk, Eggs, Meat & Fish, etc.

Non-Food Articles include Oil Seeds, Minerals and Crude Petroleum.

The next major basket in WPI is Fuel & Power, which tracks price
movements in Petrol, Diesel and LPG.

The biggest basket is Manufactured Goods. It spans across a variety of
manufactured products such as Textiles, Apparels, Paper, Chemicals,
Plastic, Cement, Metals, and more.

Manufactured Goods basket also includes manufactured food products such
as Sugar, Tobacco Products, Vegetable and Animal Oils, and Fats.

Consumer Price Index CPI:- 

It measures price changes from the perspective of a retail buyer.

It measures changes over time in the level of retail prices of selected goods
and services on which consumers of a defined group spend their incomes.

Four types of CPI are as follows:

CPI for Industrial Workers (IW).

CPI for Agricultural Labourer (AL).

CPI for Rural Labourer (RL).

CPI (Rural/Urban/Combined).

Of these, the first three are compiled by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry
of Labour and Employment. Fourth is compiled by the Central Statistical
Organisation (CSO) in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

Base Year for CPI is 2012.

Editorials of the Day 

The message from the IPCC report:- 

Context

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently released
the Working Group I contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6). It is
the first of four that the Panel will issue over the next one and a half years.

What does the report say?

Global surface temperature is now higher by 1.07oC since the pre-
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industrial era.
The impact of climate change on the atmosphere, oceans and land
is unmistakably of human origin and this impact is picking up
pace.
Carbon dioxide is the dominant source of warming.
Aerosols contribute to reducing the impact of warming by
other greenhouse gases, by almost a third.
Methane reduction, while needed overall, is particularly significant
only as part of the endgame as the drastic reduction of aerosols
actually leads to an increase in warming.
The report expectedly projects an increase in climate extremes due
to global warming, with heatwaves, extreme rainfall events and
occurrence of extreme sea levels all expected to intensify and be
more frequent.
A major finding of the report is that air pollution reduction and
steep climate change mitigation are not complementary goals
but require independent efforts over the short and medium-term
With the inclusion of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology’s
Earth System Model among the climate models used in AR6, India
too has joined the climate modelling fraternity.

About the net-zero emission targets

 The report’s clear message is that reaching net zero was not the
determining factor for the world to limit itself to a 1.5oC , or 2oC,
or indeed any specific temperature increase.
The report is clear that it is the cumulative emissions in
reaching net zero that determine the temperature rise.
India’s Ministry for Environment, Forest and Climate Change was
quick to note this point about net zero in a statement, adding
that “historical cumulative emissions are the cause of the
climate crisis that the world faces today”
The limitations of the remaining carbon budget for 1.5oC are so
stringent — a mere 500 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide for an
even chance of keeping to the limit — that they cannot be met by
promises of net-zero 30 years from now.
Equally, the disconcerting finding is that the world is set to cross the
1.5oC limit within 10-15 years.

Implications for India

 India has contributed less than 5% of global cumulative
emissions to date, with per capita annual emissions a third of the
global average.
India is also the only nation among the G20 with commitments
under the Paris Agreement that are even 2oC warming-compatible.
India needs its development space urgently to cope with the future,
one where global temperature increase may be closer to 2oC.
Even if India completely stops its emission which is 3 billion
tonnes in carbon dioxide equivalent terms, for the next 30
years, with others’ emissions remaining the same, will buy the
world less than two years of additional time for meeting the Paris
Agreement temperature goals.

Way forward

Equity: Focusing on definite cumulative emission
targets keeping equity and historical responsibility in view,
Immediate reduction by developed countries: Immediate
emission reductions by the developed countries with phase-out
dates for all fossil fuels.
Investment: Massive investment in new technologies and their
deployment,
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Climate finance: a serious push to the mobilisation of adequate
climate finance is the need of the hour.

Conclusion

This is the message that the IPCC report has sent to this year’s climate
summit and the world. The message is a dire warning, all the stakeholders
should heed the warning.

Editorial 02 :- Return of Taliban has implications for India

Delhi must maintain vigil against a resurgence of cross-border terrorism
that could quickly destabilize Kashmir and escalate the conflict between
India and Pakistan.

Introduction

The rapid collapse of the Afghan government and the triumphant return of
the Taliban will have a considerable impact around the world. The
restoration of Taliban rule in Afghanistan with Pakistan’s support
undoubtedly presents some very serious potential challenges for Indian
security.

How did the US and USSR intervention in Afghanistan shaped India’s history?

At the end of 1979, the Soviet Union launched a massive military invasion
to protect a communist regime in Kabul. The US and Pakistan responded by
unleashing a religious jihad. These Jihads compelled Russia to withdraw in
1989.

1. The Pakistan army used the jihadi armies to gain control of
Afghanistan and launched a proxy war against India, especially
in the Punjab and Kashmir regions.

2. The turbulence of the 1990s saw deepening conflicts between
India and Pakistan. Both countries conducted nuclear weapon
tests, and the Pak-backed Taliban rule was established in
Afghanistan.

Al Qaeda, hosted by the Taliban, launched terror attacks against the
US on September 11, 2001.

1. The US retribution brought an end to Taliban rule and
compelled Pakistan to reconsider its policies.

2. Further, after 2001, there has also been a significant expansion
of the India-US strategic partnership.

After the withdrawal of US forces under the Doha
Agreement, Pakistan’s Afghan policy regained its prime.

Challenges with Taliban in power:

1. Taliban might renew the support for international terrorism.
2. Pakistan might redirect the jihadi groups that fought with the

Taliban towards India. Pakistan-based jihadi groups might turn their
attention to Kashmir.

3. Further, the Taliban will also face troubles in balancing their
religious ideology with the imperatives of state interests.

Suggestions for India
Immediate initiatives

1. India should securely evacuate Indian diplomatic personnel and
other citizens from Afghanistan. This will require a major logistical
effort.
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2. The government of India must also offer refuge to those
Afghans who have worked with Indian initiatives and are
desperate to avoid potential retribution from the Taliban

Diplomatic initiatives

1. India must make all possible efforts to get the international
community to hold the Taliban to its word on letting all
foreigners leave with peace, protecting the lives of all Afghan
citizens, and respecting international humanitarian law.

2. India also chairs the Taliban Sanctions Committee of the
UNSC. It will have an important role in framing the
international response to the Taliban’s demands for the lifting
of all sanctions against its leaders.

3. Similarly, India should also make the international community
provide humanitarian assistance to the large number of
Afghan people displaced by fighting.

Domestic initiatives

1. India must maintain vigil against a resurgence of cross-
border terrorism that could quickly destabilize Kashmir
and escalate the conflict between India and Pakistan.

2021-08-18 23:49:47
18th August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions

Which of the following affect the building up or depletion of India’s
forex reserves?

1. Foreign Portfolio Investment
2. Overseas remittances
3. Trade balance

Select the correct answer code:

  a) 2 only

  b) 1, 2

  c) 1, 3

  d) 1, 2, 3

2) Countervailing duty is imposed on imports to

1. Counter the impact of import subsidies on domestic producers.
2. Raise the price of goods that were ‘dumped’ by sellers abroad in

domestic market.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

  a) 1 only

  b) 2 only

  c) Both 1 and 2

  d) None of the above
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3) Which of these combinations of macroeconomic situations is
most suitable for attracting investment?

a) Low and stable inflation, high GDP growth, low current account
deficit and low fiscal deficit

b) Low and stable inflation, low GDP growth, very high current account
deficit and high fiscal deficit

c) High and volatile inflation, low GDP growth, low current account deficit
and high fiscal deficit

d) High and volatile inflation, high GDP growth, high current account
deficit and low fiscal deficit

Prelims specific News :- 

1) Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme :- What is the News?

In order to boost domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing, the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has launched the Defence Testing Infrastructure
Scheme (DTIS).

About Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS):

Launched by: Ministry of Defence in 2020.

Aim: To create a state-of-the-art testing infrastructure in partnership with
the private industry. 

Key Features of the Scheme:

Target: The scheme aims to set up 6-8 Greenfield Defence Testing
Infrastructure facilities that are required for defence and aerospace-related
production.

A greenfield project is one that is not constrained by prior work. It is
constructed on unused land where there is no need to remodel or demolish
an existing structure.

Funding: The projects under the scheme will be provided with up to 75%
Government funding in the form of ‘Grant-in-Aid’.

The remaining 25% of the project cost will have to be borne by the Special
Purpose Vehicle(SPV). The SPV constituents will be the Indian private
entities and state governments.

Duration of the Scheme: Five Years.

2) The district forest officer (DFO) of Karur district has recently
submitted a proposal for implementing a species recovery
programme to protect and improve the population of the
endangered slender loris.

About Slender loris:
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National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources is meeting the need of in-situ
and ex-situ germplasm conservation through Delhi Headquarters and 10
regional stations in the country.

Key facilities provided

The NGB has four kinds of facilities to cater to long-term as well as medium-
term conservation namely:

Seed Gene bank (- 18°C),

Cryo gene bank (-170°C to -196°C),

In-vitro Gene bank (25°C), and

Field Gene bank

4) PM in his I-day speech has announced the fortification of rice
distributed under various government schemes, including the
Public Distribution System (PDS) and mid-day meals in schools, by
2024.

What is Fortification?

FSSAI defines fortification as “deliberately increasing the content of
essential micronutrients in a food so as to improve the nutritional quality of
food and to provide public health benefit with minimal risk to health”.

What is Fortified Rice?

Rice can be fortified by adding a micronutrient powder to the rice that
adheres to the grains or spraying of the surface of ordinary rice grains with
a vitamin and mineral mix to form a protective coating.

Rice can also be extruded and shaped into partially precooked grain-like
structures resembling rice grains, which can then be blended with natural
polished rice.

Example : Golden Rice rich in Beta carotene ( replacement for
Vitamin A)

Rice kernels can be fortified with several micronutrients, such as iron, folic
acid and other B-complex vitamins, vitamin A and zinc.

These fortified kernels are then mixed with normal rice in a 1:100
ratio, and distributed for consumption.

5) What are Oil Bonds? 
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The Centre has argued that it cannot reduce taxes on petrol and diesel as it
has to bear the burden of payments in lieu of oil bonds issued by the
previous UPA government to subsidize fuel prices.

What are Oil Bonds?

Oil bonds are special securities issued by the government to oil
marketing companies in lieu of cash subsidy.
These bonds are typical of a long-term tenure like 15-20 years and
oil companies are paid interest.
Before the complete deregulation of petrol and diesel prices, oil
marketing companies were faced with a huge financial burden as
the selling price of petrol and diesel in India was lower than the
international market price.
This ‘under-recovery is typically compensated through fuel
subsidies allocated in the Union budget.
However, between 2005 and 2010, the UPA government issued oil
bonds to the companies amounting to Rs 1.4 lakh crore to
compensate them for these losses.

Why do governments issue such bonds?

Compensation to companies through issuance of such bonds is
typically used when the government is trying to delay the fiscal
burden of such a payout to future years.
Governments resort to such instruments when they are in danger of
breaching the fiscal deficit target due to unforeseen circumstances
that lead to a collapse in revenues or a surge in expenditure.
These types of bonds are considered to be ‘below the line’
expenditure in the Union budget and do not have a bearing on that
year’s fiscal deficit, but they do increase the government’s overall
debt.
However, interest payments and repayment of these bonds become
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a part of the fiscal deficit calculations in future years.

Backgrounder: Deregulation of fuel prices

Fuel price decontrol has been a step-by-step exercise, with the
government freeing up prices of aviation turbine fuel in 2002, petrol
in 2010, and diesel in 2014.
Prior to that, the government would intervene in fixing the price at
which retailers were to sell diesel or petrol.
This led to under-recoveries for oil marketing companies, which the
government had to compensate for.
The prices were deregulated to make them market-linked,
unburden the government from subsidizing prices, and allow
consumers to benefit from lower rates when global crude oil prices
tumble.
Price decontrol essentially offers fuel retailers such as Indian Oil,
HPCL or BPCL the freedom to fix prices based on calculations of
their own cost and profits.
However, the key beneficiary in this policy reform of price decontrol
is the government.

Impact: Loss of consumers

While oil price deregulation was meant to be linked to global crude
prices, Indian consumers have not benefited from a fall in global
prices.
The central, as well as state governments, impose fresh taxes and
levies to raise extra revenues.
This forces the consumer to either pay what she’s already paying,
or even more.

Why are the Oil Bonds in news?

As prices of petrol and diesel climb steeply, the Centre has been
under pressure to cut the high taxes on fuel.
Taxes account for 58 per cent of the retail selling price of petrol and
52 per cent of the retail selling price of diesel.
However, the government has so far been reluctant to cut taxes as
excise duties on petrol and diesel are a major source of revenue,
especially at a time the pandemic has adversely impacted other
taxes such as corporate tax.
The government is estimated to have collected more than Rs 3 lakh
crore from tax on petrol and diesel in the 2020-21 fiscal year.

The blame game

The present government has blamed the UPA regime for its inability
to cut taxes.
It pointed out that the bonds issued by the Manmohan Singh
government have weakened the financial position of the oil
marketing companies and added to the government’s fiscal burden
now.
It is an argument that has been often repeated since 2018.

What budget documents show

Budget documents show that such bonds will be up for redemption
over the next few years — beginning with two to be redeemed in
the current fiscal year — till 2026.
The government has to repay a principal amount of Rs 10,000 crore
this year, according to these documents.
The government has paid around Rs 10,000 crore annually as
interest over the last decade.
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The government is likely to pay a similar amount of interest for the
current fiscal as well.

Is the issuance of such special securities restricted to the UPA era?

Besides oil bonds, the UPA era also saw the issuance of fertilizer
bonds from 2007 to compensate fertilizer companies for their losses
due to the difference in the cost price and selling price.
However, the issuance of such special securities is not limited to the
UPA regime.
Over the years, the Modi government has issued bank
recapitalization bonds to specific public sector banks (PSBs) as it
looked to meet the large capital requirements of these PSBs without
allocating money from the budget.

6) RBI unveils Financial Inclusion Index :- 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the formation of a
composite Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index) to capture the extent of
financial inclusion across the country.

Financial Inclusion Index

The FI-Index will be published in July every year.
The index captures information on various aspects of financial
inclusion in a single value ranging between 0 and 100, where 0
represents complete financial exclusion and 100 indicates full
financial inclusion.
It has been conceptualized as a comprehensive index incorporating
details of banking, investments, insurance, postal as well as the
pension sector in consultation with the government and respective
sectoral regulators.
It has been constructed without any ‘base year’ and as such it
reflects cumulative efforts of all stakeholders over the years
towards financial inclusion.

Parameters of the index

The FI-Index comprises three broad parameters viz.,

1. Access (35%),
2. Usage (45%), and
3. Quality (20%)

These parameters are the identification of the customer, reaching
the last mile, and providing relevant, affordable and safe products.
The index is responsive to ease of access, availability and usage of
services, and quality of services for all 97 indicators.

This year’s highlight
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The annual FI-Index for the period ended March 2021 stood at 53.9
compared with 43.4 for the period ended March 2017.

7) What is RoDTEP Scheme? 

The Centre has notified the rates and norms for the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme asserting that it would
put ‘direct cash in the pockets of exporters’ soon.

RoDTEP Scheme

RoDTEP is a scheme for Exporters to make Indian products cost-
competitive and create a level playing field for them in the Global
Market.
It has been kicked in from January 2021, replacing the earlier
Merchandise and Services Export Incentive Schemes (MEIS and
SEIS) that were in violation of WTO norms.

The new RoDTEP Scheme is a fully WTO compliant scheme.
It will reimburse all the taxes/duties/levies being charged at the
Central/State/Local level which are not currently refunded under
any of the existing schemes but are incurred at the manufacturing
and distribution process.

Answer this PYQ:

Q.With reference to the international trade of India at present,
which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. India’s merchandise exports are less than its merchandise imports.
2.  India’s imports of iron and steel, chemicals, fertilizers and

machinery have decreased in recent years.
3.  India’s exports of services ye more than its imports of services.
4.  India suffers from an overall trade/current account deficit.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Why need such a scheme?

The scheme was announced last year as a replacement for the
Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS), which was not found
not to be compliant with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.
Following a complaint by the US, a dispute settlement panel had
ruled against India’s use of MEIS as it had found the duty credit
scrips awarded under the scheme to be inconsistent with WTO
norms.

Coverage of the scheme

It covers about 75% of traded items and 65% of India’s exports.
To enable zero-rating of exports by ensuring domestic taxes are not
exported, all taxes, including those levied by States and even Gram
Panchayats, will be refunded under the scheme.
Steel, pharma and chemicals have not been included under the
scheme because their exports have done well without incentives.
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Editorial of the Day 

Celebrating Einstein’s century :- 

Context

In 1921, the Nobel Prize Committee concluded that Einstein would
have to wait and the Committee decided not to award the Prize to
anyone in 1921. Opinions changed in a year and when Einstein did
receive the 1921 Prize in 1922.

Background

Noble Prize was not awarded for his theories of relativity but for “his
services to Theoretical Physics, and especially for his discovery of
the law of the photoelectric effect”.
The citation harked back to the revolutionary theories that Einstein
had established in 1905. ‘Annus Mirabilis’, or the Year of Miracles, is
how 1905 is remembered by physicists because Einstein, only 26
then, published four remarkable papers that year.
One of them explained that light was made of photons and when
the light shone on metal, each photon’s energy correlated to the
electron’s speed on the metal’s surface.
This theory redefined the composition of light and Einstein
himself dubbed it revolutionary.
It was for this that he received the Nobel Prize.

Special theory of relativity

The special theory of relativity was published in 1905.
James Maxwell had established that light was an electromagnetic
wave and the value of its speed was calculated. Building on this,
Speed of light remains constant for all observers: Einstein
understood that while moving from one frame of reference to
another, which is moving at a different speed, the speed of light
remains a constant.
He gave a physical interpretation to the equations governing
the transformation from one frame to another based on this fact.
Time slows down when measured from the rest: Einstein’s
theory establishes that time moves slower within a moving
body when measured from a point at rest (but moves normally
within the moving body itself).
Length reduces: The length of the moving body contracts when
measured from an outside point at rest.
When a moving body emits light, the length contraction and
time slowdown of the moving body are just exactly what are
needed to restore the speed of light to its constant value.
Einstein’s insight was that there was no absolute time because
time was measured by the simultaneity of two events and this
simultaneity would be observed differently.
As lagniappe to the scientific community, Einstein published his
famous mass-energy equivalence E=mc2 in late 1905.
A mundane example of the application of the special theory of
relativity is the use of GPS on our phones.

General theory of relativity

The theory is general enough to apply to all forms of motion,
including those where gravity does not appear.
Einstein worked out equations using tensors, the mathematical
implement to describe the transformation of different dimensions.
In November 1915, Einstein completed the general theory of
relativity.
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As per this theory, space and time form a continuum, like a
fabric, and every object in the universe distorts this
fabric, much like how dropping a large ball distorts a taut
trampoline sheet.
This distortion is gravity. It produces two effects.
One, the fabric causes any other object in the vicinity to move
towards the heavier object and this is why gravity causes an object
to pull things towards it.
Two, it bends light in the process of attracting it.

Conclusion

In just two decades, Einstein led physics out of its traditional moorings, laid
the entablature of modern physics on Newtonian and Maxwellian pillars of
classical physics and opened it up to newer questions.

Editorial 02 : More feed, better productivity through a Sub-Mission
on Fodder and Feed

Context

The government recently announced a Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed.

Why availability of good and affordable quality feed and fodder
matters

A study by the Indian Grassland and Fodder Research
Institute has observed that for every 100 kg of feed required, India
is short of 23.4 kg of dry fodder, 11.24 kg of green fodder, and 28.9
kg of concentrate feed.
Low milk productivity: The lack of good quality feed and fodder
impacts the productivity levels of cattle.
This is one of the chief reasons why Indian livestock’s milk
productivity is 20%-60% lower than the global average.
High input cost: If we break down the input costs, we find that
feed constitutes 60%-70% of milk production costs.
When the National Livestock Mission was launched in 2014, it
focused on supporting farmers in producing fodder from non-forest
wasteland/grassland, and cultivation of coarse grains.
However, this model could not sustain fodder availability due to
lack of backward and forward linkages in the value chain.

Why Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed is significant

As about 200 million Indians are involved in dairy and livestock
farming, the scheme is important from the perspective of
poverty alleviation.
The Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed intends to create a network
of entrepreneurs who will make silage (the hub) and sell them
directly to the farmers (the spoke).
Bringing down the input cost: The large-scale production of
silage will bring down the input cost for farmers since silage is
much cheaper than concentrate feed.
Objective: The revised scheme has been designed with the
objectives of increasing productivity, reducing input costs, and
doing away with middlemen (who usually take a huge cut).
Since India has a livestock population of 535.78 million, an
effective implementation of this scheme will play a major role
in increasing the return on investment for our farmers.

About the Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed

The scheme will provide 50% capital subsidy up to ₹50 lakh
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towards project cost to the beneficiary for infrastructure
development and for procuring machinery for value addition in
feed such as hay/silage/total mixed ration.
Private entrepreneurs, self-help groups, farmer producer
organisations, dairy cooperative societies, and Section 8 companies
(NGOs) can avail themselves of the benefits under this scheme.
The scheme can be used for covering the cost of
infrastructure/machinery such as bailing units, harvester, chaff
cutter, sheds, etc.

Challenges and solution

Seasonal availability: A major challenge in the feed sector
emanates from the fact that good quality green fodder is only
available for about three months during the year.
Fermenting green fodder: Ideal solution would be to ferment
green fodder and convert it into silage.
Hence, under the fodder entrepreneurship
programme, farmers will receive subsidies and incentives to
create a consistent supply chain of feed throughout the year.

Conclusion

The mission will help marginal farmers reduce their input cost and help
them in increasing the return on capital employed.

2021-08-23 13:32:37
19th-22nd August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions:- 

Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic Aryans.

1. The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people.
2. Their wealth was estimated mainly in terms of holding of Gold coins.
3. Workers in metal made a variety of articles with copper, bronze and

iron.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1, 2
 b) 1, 3
 c) 2, 3
 d) 1, 2, 3

Consider the following statements regarding Bimbisara.

1. Bimbisara belonged to the Haryanka dynasty.
2. He consolidated his position by matrimonial alliances.
3. He was neither a contemporary of Vardhamana Mahavira nor

Gautama Buddha.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only
 b) 1, 2
 c) 2, 3
 d) 1, 2, 3

Consider the following statements.
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1. Fa-Hien visited India during the reign of Chandra Gupta-II.
2. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang met Harsha and found him to be

antagonistic to Buddhism.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only
 b) 2 only
 c) Both 1 and 2
 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News Items :- 

1) Cattle Island on Hirakud Reservoir :- '

Cattle island’, one of three islands in the Hirakud reservoir, has
been selected as a sight-seeing destination.
When large numbers of people were displaced from their villages
when the Hirakud dam was constructed on the Mahanadi river in
1950s, villagers could not take their cattle with them.
They left their cattle behind in deserted villages.
As the area started to submerge following the dam’s construction,
the cattle moved up to Bhujapahad, an elevated place in the Telia
Panchayat under Lakhanpur block of Jharsuguda district.
Subsequently named ‘Cattle island’, it’s surrounded by a vast sheet
of water.

2)Women weavers herald hope for Bengal’s unique Madur mat :- 

Two women from Sabang in West Bengal’s Paschim Medinpur district have
been given the National Handicraft Award in recognition of their
outstanding contribution to the development of crafts.

The announcement of national crafts awards for Gauri Rani Jana and Gauri
Bala Das was made this Independence Day for their skills in makingMadur
floor mats that are unique to West Bengal . An intrinsic part of the
Bengali lifestyle, Madur mats are made of natural fibres.

Madhurkathi was awarded the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by
the Geographical Indication Registry in April 2018. Madurkathi is a rhizome-
based plant (Cyperus tegetum or Cyperus pangorei) found abundantly
in the alluvial tracts of Purba and Paschim Medinipur.

Ms. Jana and Ms. Das are both expert weavers of the ‘Masland’ a fine
quality madur mat, which takes weeks to weave. During the 18th
century, Masland mats flourished under royal patronage.
In 1744, Nawab Alibardi Khan issued a charter to landowning jagirdars
in this regard, and as a result, it was obligatory to supply Masland mats for
use in the Collectorate.

3)U.S. lab makes headway in nuclear fusion energy :- Atomic energy
can be released in two ways – either by breaking up heavy nuclei, like
uranium, into smaller fragments, releasing a whole lot of energy in the
process, or by fusing together light nuclei like hydrogen to form heavier
stable nuclei and high-energy neutrons which carry a lot of energy that can
be harnessed.

Nuclear fusion is a clean and green route to producing energy, as it does
not involve any remnant radioactive waste products. Fusion reactions
power hydrogen bombs. However, so far, fusion devices that show a net
energy gain have not been demonstrated in labs.

A tiny pellet of the fuel (deuterium and tritium) is placed in acylidrical
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thumbnail-sized vessel, known as a hohlraum that has holes on
both faces. A total of 192 laser beams are directed through the
holes to strike the walls of the hohlraum. 

4) Reservation Category Person Can't Claim Quota Benefits
Simultaneously In Two Successor States : Supreme Court :- 



it must expect Beijing to challenge India on occasion, and be
prepared for it.

2) Terror and extremism

The U.S. presence in Afghanistan, international pressure on the
Taliban and Financial Action Task Force worries in
Pakistan had a relatively moderating effect on the region’s terror
ecosystem.
There is little appetite for a regional approach to curbing
terrorism from a Taliban-led Afghanistan.
This enables the Taliban to engage in a selective treatment towards
terror outfits present there or they have relations with.
It is unlikely that the Taliban will proactively export terror to other
countries unless of course for tactical purposes by, say for instance,
Pakistan against India.
The real worry, however, is the inspiration that disgruntled
elements in the region will draw from the Taliban’s victory against
the world’s sole superpower.

3) Impact on India’s regional interests and outreach to Central Asia

The return of the Taliban to Kabul has effectively laid India’s
‘mission Central Asia’ to rest.
India’s diplomatic and civilian presence as well as its civilian
investments will now be at the mercy of the Taliban, and to some
extent Pakistan.
Had India cultivated deeper relations with the Taliban, Indian
interests would have been more secure in a post-American
Afghanistan.

4) Impact on India’s foreign policy choices

Shift to Indo-Pacific: Given the little physical access India has to
its north-western landmass, its focus is bound to shift more to the
Indo-Pacific even though a maritime grand strategy may not
necessarily be an answer to its continental challenges.
Improving relations with neighbours: India might also seek to
cultivate more friendly relations with its neighbours.
India has already indicated that it would not challenge the junta on
the coup and its widespread human rights violations.
The last thing India needs now is an angry neighbour rushing to
China.
Stability in relations with Pakistan: The developments in
Afghanistan could nudge India to seek stability, if not peace, with
Pakistan.
Both sides might refrain from indulging in competitive risk-taking
unless something dramatic happens which is always a possibility
between the two rivals.
That said, stability between India and Pakistan depends a great deal
on how politics in Kashmir plays out, and whether India is able to
pacify the aggrieved sections in the Valley.

Consider the question “What would be the fallout of the Taliban’s
return in Afghanistan for India? What steps India needs to take to
mitigate the impact on its interests?”

Conclusion

The lesson for India in the wake of these developments is clear: It will have
to fight its own battles. So it must make enemies wisely, choose friends
carefully, rekindle flickering friendships, and make peace while it can.
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6) A battery that’s powered by human sweat :- 

In a first, scientists from the Nanyang Technological University (NTU),
Singapore, have introduced a stretchable battery that is powered by human
perspiration.

Dr. Gurunathan Thangavel, a native of Archampatti in Karur district, Tamil
Nadu, is among the three scientists who designed and developed the
battery that can discharge about 20 hours of electricity derived from just 2
ml of sweat.

The soft stretchable battery comprises printed silver flake electrodes that
generate electricity in the presence of sweat. 

7)Arrest is not always a must, says Supreme Court :- 

  

The Supreme Court has held that merely because the law allows arrest
does not mean the State can use the power indiscriminately to crush
personal liberty.

What is an Arrest?

An arrest is a procedure in a criminal justice system.
It is the act of apprehending and taking a person into custody (legal
protection or control), usually because the person has been
suspected of or observed committing a crime.
After being taken into custody, the person can be questioned
further and/or charged.

Distinction between arrest and detention

There exists a distinction between an investigatory stop or
detention and an arrest.
The distinction tends to be whether or not the stop is “brief and
cursory” in nature, and whether or not a reasonable individual
would feel free to leave.

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the protection of
life and personal liberty to every individual and states that, “No
person shall be deprived of his life and personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law.”

Logic behind arresting

The Supreme Court has noted that:
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The occasion to arrest an accused during investigation arises when
the custodial investigation becomes necessary.
Or it is a heinous crime or where there is a possibility of influencing
the witnesses or accused may abscond.
The court was emphatic that a distinction must be made between
the existence of the power to arrest and the justification for the
exercise of this power.

Sanctions for arrest as outlined by the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court clarified that:

(A) Avoiding arrests

Arrest isn’t a compulsion: Merely because an arrest can be made
because it is lawful does not mandate that arrest must be made.
Justification for arrest: A distinction must be made between the
existence of the power to arrest and the justification for the
exercise of it, it noted.
Dignity of the undertrial: If an arrest is made routine, it can
cause incalculable harm to the reputation and self-esteem of a
person.
Evidence protection: There should not be a compulsion on the
officer to arrest the accused since many times there is no
apprehension that an accused would abscond or tamper with
evidence.

(B) Broad implications of Sec. 170 CrPC

Narrow interpretation: Section 170 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) has been wrongly interpreted by the police and
trial courts to make an arrest of the accused mandatory at the time
of filing of the charge sheet.
Custody, not arrest: The word “custody” in Section 170 had been
wrongly interpreted as ‘arrest’.The word ‘custody’ appearing in
Section 170 does not contemplate either police or judicial custody.

8) RBI, IRDAI nod must for FDI in bank-led insurance

Applications for foreign direct investment in an insurance company
promoted by a private bank would be cleared by the RBI and IRDAI to
ensure that the 74% limit of overseas investment is not breached.

What does one mean by Insurance?

Insurance is a contract, represented by a policy, in which an
individual or entity receives financial protection or reimbursement
against losses from an insurance company.
The company pools clients’ risks to make payments more affordable
for the insured.
Insurance is a capital-intensive business so has to maintain a
solvency ratio. The solvency ratio is the excess of assets over
liabilities.
Simply put, as an insurance company sells more policies and
collects premiums from policyholders, it needs higher capital to
ensure that it is able to meet future claims.
In addition, insurance is a long gestation business. It takes
companies 7-10 years to break even and start becoming profitable.

Types of Insurance
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Insurance sector of India

The insurance regulator, the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDAI), mandates that insurers
should maintain a solvency ratio of at least 150 percent.
The insurance industry of India has 57 insurance companies 24 are
in the life insurance business, while 34 are non-life insurers.
Among the life insurers, Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) is the sole
public sector company.
In addition to these, there is a sole national re-insurer, namely the
General Insurance Corporation of India (GIC Re).
Other stakeholders in the Indian Insurance market include agents
(individual and corporate), brokers, surveyors, and third-party
administrators servicing health insurance claims.
In India, the overall market size of the insurance sector is expected
to US$ 280 billion in 2020.

Recent developments

The chronological order of events:

1. Nationalization of life (LIC Act 1956) and non-life sectors (GIC Act
1972)

2. Constitution of the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) in 1999

3. Opening up of the sector to both private and foreign players in 2000
4. Increase in the foreign investment cap to 26% from 49% in 2015
5. Increase in FDI limit from 49% to 74% in March 2020

Issues with India’s insurance sector
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Insurance is considered a sensitive sector as it holds the long-term money
of people. Various attempts were made in the past to open up the sector
but without much success.

Lower insurance penetration due to various economic reasons such
as poverty, etc.
Domination of the Public Sector ex. LIC
Trust issues in private insurances due to insolvency of private
players
Saving habits of the public

Significance of the recent amendment

The current amendment is an enabling amendment that gives
companies access to foreign capital if they need it.
It is an important shift in stance as the increase in the FDI cap
means insurance companies can now be foreign-owned and
-controlled as against the current situation wherein they are only
Indian-owned and -controlled.
The move is expected to increase India’s insurance penetration or
premiums as a percentage of GDP, which is currently only 3.76 per
cent, as against a global average of more than 7 per cent.

What does this mean for Indian insurance companies?

India has more than 60 insurance companies specializing in life
insurance, non-life insurance and health insurance.
The number of state-owned firms are only six and the remaining are
in the private sector.
A higher FDI limit will help insurance companies access foreign
capital to meet their growth requirements.

How this impacts Indian promoters of insurance companies?

Most of the Indian promoters of insurance companies are either
Indian business houses or financial institutions like banks.
Many entered into the insurance space when they were financially
strong but are now struggling to cater to the constant need to
infuse capital into their insurance joint ventures.
Over the years, the sector has seen large-scale consolidation and
exits of many promoters.
A higher FDI cap will mean that more promoters could now
completely exit or bring down their stakes in their insurance joint
ventures.

What higher does FDI mean for policyholders?

Higher FDI limits could see more global insurance firms and their
best practices entering India.
This could mean higher competition and better pricing of insurance
products.
Policyholders will get a wide choice, access to more innovative
products, and a better customer service and claims settlement
experience.

9) Rainfall at Greenland ice summit for first time :- Rain fell at the
highest point on the Greenland ice sheet
last week for the first time on record , another worrying sign of
warming for the ice sheet already melting at an increasing rate, scientists
said on Friday, August 20.
“That's not a healthy sign for an ice sheet,” said Indrani Das, a glaciologist
with Columbia University's Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory.
“Water on ice is bad… It makes the ice sheet more prone to
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surface melt.” Not only is water warmer than the usual snow, it is
also darker – so it absorbs more sunlight.

10) Are oil bonds to blame for high fuel prices? :- Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently repeated a refrain that the Centre
had been unduly burdened by the cost of having to service ‘oil
bonds’ issued by the UPA government, and it was this financial
commitment which had mainly constrained the government’s ability to
reduce excise duty and other Central levies on petroleum products so as to
lessen the burden on consumers.

“Oil bonds worth ₹1.44 lakh crore were issued by the UPA to show reduced
oil prices in 2013. 

What are these oil bonds ?
Between 2005 and 2010, the government issued long-dated Special
Securities, totalling about ₹1.4 lakh crore, to oil marketing companies
(OMCs), including Indian Oil Corporation, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
and Bharat Petroleum Corporation. These debt securities or bonds, which
carry coupons ranging from 6.35% to 8.4%, were issued in lieu of cash
subsidy to cover the under-recovery that OMCs sustained on account of
selling petroleum products below cost. The bonds paid an annual interest to
OMCs and on maturity, the face value of the bonds, too, would accrue to
them. The then government opted to issue these bonds so as to reduce the
annual fiscal burden and stagger the liability over an extended period of
time.

  

Deregulation of Petrol happened in 2010, deregulation of Diesel happened
in 2014, and Deregulation of Aviaton turbine fuel happened in 2002.

Why were oil prices deregulated, and how has it impacted
consumers?

Fuel price decontrol has been a step-by-step exercise, with the government
freeing up prices of aviation turbine fuel in 2002, petrol in 2010, and diesel
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in 2014.

Prior to that, the government would intervene in fixing the price at which
retailers were to sell diesel or petrol. This led to under-recoveries for oil
marketing companies, which the government had to compensate for. The
prices were deregulated to make them market-linked, unburden the
government from subsidising prices, and allow consumers to benefit from
lower rates when global crude oil prices tumble.

While oil price deregulation was meant to be linked to global crude prices,
Indian consumers have not benefited from a fall in global prices as the
central as well as state governments impose fresh taxes and levies to raise
extra revenues. This forces the consumer to either pay what she’s already
paying, or even more.

11) What are Foreign Bonds :- A foreign bond is a bond issued in a
domestic market by a foreign entity in the domestic market's currency as a
means of raising capital. For foreign firms doing a large amount of business
in the domestic market, issuing foreign bonds, such as bulldog bonds,
Matilda bonds, and samurai bonds, is a common practice.

3 Key words are important here :- 

Domestic Market
Foreign Entity
Domestic Market's Currency

2021-08-23 18:11:40
23rd August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

1) Which of the following are included in the assets of a
commercial bank in India?

Money at call and short notice

Demand Deposit

Certificate of Deposit

Loans and Advances

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 2, 3, 4

 b) 1, 4

 c) 1, 3, 4

 d) 1, 2, 3, 4

2) The term National Income represents:

 a) gross national product at market prices minus depreciation

b) gross national product at market prices minus depreciation plus net
factor income from abroad

c) gross national product at market prices minus depreciation and indirect
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taxes plus subsidies

d) gross national product at market prices minus net factor income from
abroad

3) Which of the following forms the part of Revenue Expenditure?

Expenses incurred for the normal functioning of the government.

Repayment of loan by the government.

Loans given to state governments, even though some of the loans may be
meant for creation of assets.

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1 only

 b) 1, 2

 c) 1, 3

 d) 2, 3

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) Around 87% of world’s wetland ecosystem have been lost due to
anthropogenic activities threatening wildlife species such as
fishing cat.

About Fishing Cat:

The fishing cat is one of only two animals among the 40 odd members of
the cat family which can survive in wet landscape.

It is the top predator of the wetland ecosystem

Fishing cat has double-layered coat which keeps its skin from getting wet.

The fishing cat is the state animal of West Bengal.

Conservation status:- 

Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

IUCN status: It is listed as “vulnerable (VU)” under IUCN red list

CITES status: The fishing cat is included on

 CITES Appendix II

Habitat– It prefers wetland ecosystem and traditionally found in the South
and Southeast Asia’s rivers such as Ganga, Brahmaputra, Godavari,
Krishna, Irrawaddy and Chao Phraya.

Threat– Shrinking of wetland ecosystem, marshes, mangrove, and
grassland has emerged as biggest threat.

The fishing cat is etched on the 900-yearold Angkor Wat complex in
Cambodia and captured on relics of the Khmer empire, which flourished
between the 9th and 15th centuries on the mighty Mekong’s floodplains.
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2)About Incel Movement:

Incels are a large online community of men who describe themselves as
“involuntary celibates”.(Celibates means a person who abstains from
marriage and sexual relations).

Men who are part of this movement have a deep resentment towards both
women and other men who are sexually active. 

They blame women for their own lack of sexual and social status. Moreover.
an extreme section of Incels even advocates violence against women.

Black Pill and Red Pill Mentality:

Black Pill theory often associated with incels promotes the defeatist idea
that your fate is sealed at birth and no matter what changes you try to
make, your sexual capital cannot be altered. 

On the other hand, Red Pill theory believes that the world is biased toward
women, and sees feminism as female supremacy. They believe there is a
systemic bias in favour of women.

3)About Geological Survey of India(GSI):

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) was set up in 1851. Currently, it is an
attached office to the Ministry of Mines.

It was primarily set up to find coal deposits for the Railways. Over the
years, GSI has grown into a repository of geo-science information required
in various fields in the country.

Its main functions relate to creating and updating national geoscientific
information and mineral resource assessment. 

These objectives are achieved through ground surveys, air-borne and
marine surveys, mineral prospecting, seismotectonic study and carrying
out fundamental research.

Headquarters: GSI is headquartered in Kolkata. It has six regional offices
located in Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Shillong, and Kolkata.

4) 387 ‘Moplah martyrs’ to be removed from dictionary :- Malabar
Rebellion leaders Variamkunnath Kunhamed
Haji, Ali Musaliar and 387 other ‘Moplah martyrs’ will be removed from
the Dictionary of Martyrs of India’s
Freedom Struggle.

A three member panel, which reviewed the entries in the fifth volume of
the dictionary brought out by the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR), is understood to have recommended the deletion as it felt that the
1921 rebellion was never part of the Independence struggle, and was a
fundamentalist movement focused on religious
conversion.

None of the slogans raised by the rioters were in favour of nationalism and
anti-British, it noted. RSS leader Ram Madhav, at a meeting to
commemorate the victims of the rebellion, had stated that the movement
was one of the first manifestations of the Taliban mindset in India.

The Malabar rebellion of 1921 (also known by the names Moplah
riots, Mappila riots) started as a resistance against the British
colonial rule in Malabar region of Kerala . The British had appointed
high caste Hindus in positions of authority to get their support, this led to
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the protest turning against the Hindus.





A Parliamentary System of Government is one in which

 A)All political parties in the Parliament are represented in the Government

B) The Government is responsible to the Parliament and can be
removed by it

C)The Government is elected by the people and can be removed by them

D) The Government is chosen by the Parliament but cannot be removed by
it before completion of a fixed term.

2)Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution of India defines its ‘Basic structure’ in terms of
federalism, secularism, fundamental rights and democracy

2. The Constitution of India provides for ‘judicial review’ to safeguard the
citizens’ liberties and to preserve the ideals on which the Constitution is
based

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

 1 only

 2 only

 Both 1 and 2

 Neither 1 nor 2

3)The Preamble to the Constitution of India is

A)a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect

B) not a part of the Constitution and has no legal effect either

C) a part of the Constitution and has the same legal effect as any other part

D) a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect independently
of other parts

Prelims Specific News Items 

Simhadri PV Project: Largest floating Solar Project in the country :- The
National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) has commissioned the largest
floating solar PV project of 25MW on the reservoir of its Simhadri thermal
station in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Simhadri PV Project:- 

The 2000MW coal-based Simhadri Station is the first power project to
implement an open sea intake from the Bay of Bengal which has been
functional for more than 20 years.

This is the first solar project to be set up under the flexibilization scheme of
coal-powered plant, notified in 2018.

The floating solar installation which has a unique anchoring design is
spread over 75 acres in an RW reservoir.

This floating solar project has the potential to generate electricity from
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more than 1 lakh solar PV modules.

NTPC:- 

NTPC is an Indian statutory corporation engaged in the generation of
electricity and allied activities.

It is incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Power.

NTPC’s core function is the generation and distribution of electricity to
State Electricity Boards in India.

It is the largest power company in India with an electric power generating
capacity of 62,086 MW.

It has also ventured into oil and gas exploration and coal mining activities.

2)The Taliban has sent hundreds of its fighters to the Panjshir
Valley, one of the few parts of Afghanistan not yet controlled by
the group.

Panjshir Valley:- 

Located 150 km north of Kabul, the Valley is near the Hindu Kush Mountain
range.

It’s divided by the Panjshir river and ringed by the Panjshir mountains in the
north and the Kuhestan mountains in the south.

The mountain tops are covered by snow throughout the year.

This difficult terrain makes the Valley a nightmare for invaders.

The Valley has repeatedly played a decisive role in Afghanistan’s military
history, as its geographical position almost completely closes it off from the
rest of the country.

The only access point to the region is through a narrow passage created by
the Panjshir River, which can be easily defended militarily.

Practice Location Question:- 

Towns: Country in news 

Aleppo: Syria

Kirkuk: Yemen

Mosul: Palestine

Mazar-i-sharif: Afghanistan

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? (CSP 2018)

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 1 and 4

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 and 4
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3) Caste Census Demand and why is it a tough demand to fulfil :- 

The demands for a caste-based census from NDA allies Janata Dal (United)
and Apna Dal, apart from regional parties, have grown following the
passage of the Constitution 127A Amendment Bill, 2021, which restores the
power of states to identify Other Backward Classes that are socially and
economically backward.

While India's census, which happens every 10 years, has always recorded
the population of Dalits and Adivasis, it has never counted OBCs.

Now, several political parties, including BJP's allies, are demanding a caste
census - essentially a count of OBCs. However, the government has
refused.

The British used to do the same thing, it happened in 1931 and
then in 2011 but it was not published.

Why caste-based census will be a Herculean task?

Till date, there is no clarity over the population of OBCs in the population.
The Mandal Commission had estimated the figure to be 52 per
cent, school enrolment data suggests it to be 45 per cent, while
the NSSO survey of 2007 puts the number at 41 per cent . This
increases the chances of possible errors in the upcoming census as well
which could lead to a 2011-like case. 

Secondly, several communities such as Jats in Haryana, Patels in Gujarat
and Marathas in Maharashtra have been demanding inclusion under the
OBC category. It is possible that a caste-based census might result in these
and many other communities making a beeline for inclusion in the list.

4) Russian stealth frigates to come in 2023 :- The first of two
additional Krivak class stealth frigates being built by Russia is expected
to be delivered to India in the middle of 2023.



dumping ground of “unwanted people of the Northeast” although 94% of
the Chakmas and Hajongs settled in present day Arunachal Pradesh by
the Government of India in the 1960s are Indians by birth.

6) Bhima Koregaon: NIA files draft charges :- According to the NIA, “All
accused are members of the banned terrorist organisation whose main
object is to establish ‘Janata Sarkar’ i.e people’s government via revolution
supported by a commitment to protracted armed struggle to undermine
and to seize power from the State.”

What is Bhima-Koregaon:-
A small village in Pune district of Maharashtra, Bhima-Koregaon is
associated with an important phase of Maratha history. On January 1, 1818,
a Dalit-dominated British Army had defeated a Peshwa army, led by
Peshwa Bajirao II, in Koregaon.

The battle attained a legendary stature for Dalits, who consider the win as
a victory of the Mahars against the injustices perpetuated by the Peshwas.

A pillar, known as Vijay Sthamb (victory pillar) , was installed by the
East India Company in memory of those who fought for them in the battle.
It is at this pillar that thousands of Dalits come to pay respect every year on
January 1.

7) Plea against construction in Corbett Tiger Reserve :- The Delhi
High Court on Monday asked the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) to consider as representation a petition to stop the alleged illegal
construction of bridges and walls within tiger breeding habitat of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve. 

Read about NTCA in Detail from here 

8) All about OALP : 

Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) gives an option to a company
looking for exploring hydrocarbons to select the exploration blocks on its
own, without waiting for the formal bid round from the Government. 

Under Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP), a bidder intending to explore
hydrocarbons like oil and gas, coal bed methane, gas hydrate etc., may
apply to the Government seeking exploration of any new block (not already
covered by exploration).  

The Government will examine the Expression of Interest and justification. If
it is suitable for award, Govt. will call for competitive bids after obtaining
necessary environmental and other clearances. 

READ ABOUT COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA FROM 

Editorial of the Day 

1. Tauktae, Yaas and planning for the next

In this editorial the author mentions about the loss that occurs due to
cyclones and what should be done in order to minimise the losses and
mitigate the risk.

What are the Various Losses involved :- 

1. Economic losses :- economic losses stood at ₹320 billion (U.S.$4.3
billion).

2. In addition, crop area of 0.24 million hectares was affected, and
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3. around 0.45 million houses were damaged.
4. Moreover, 2.5 million people were evacuated to cyclone shelters

and relief camps in these two States.
5. Government of India reports are that, put together, an estimated

199 people died, 37 million people were affected
6. As stated earlier, cyclones also led to an increase in the fiscal

burden of governments through increased spending to implement
effective cyclone preparation measures.

So overall we can say that Loss to life, property, infrastructure, agriculture,
fisheries , infrastructure occurs because of the cyclones.

Recent Trends in Cyclones :- 

1. More Frequent:-Cyclones have become more frequent due to
increase in the temperature of the sea surface.

2. Cyclones are the second most expensive in terms of the costs
incurred in damage, accounting for 29% of the total disaster related
damages after floods (62%).

3. In addition, they are the third most lethal disaster in India after
earthquakes (42%) and floods (33%).

What Can be done :- 

1. Odisha can be followed as a case study.
2. better cyclone early warning system can be installed
3. Cyclone resilient infrastructure needs to be installed
4. Cyclone Resilient Power infrastructure needs to be installed
5. better coordination among states and other important bodies and

ministries involved in the disaster mitigation
6. Building cyclone-resilient infrastructure such as constructing storm

surge resilient embankments, canals and improving river
connectivity to prevent water-logging in low lying areas are
important.

2021-08-25 21:02:14
25 August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions

Most volcanoes and earthquakes in the world are located at

 a) The inter-junction of high mountain stretches along the continental belts

 b) Within the plates

 c) Plate margins

 d) Littoral zones of major oceans

2) Consider the following statements regarding Earthquakes and
Volcano.

1. Earthquake normally occurs along with the volcanoes.
2. Volcanoes occur only where ocean crust collides with continental

crust.
3. Volcanoes are one of the best sources of sulphur.

Select the correct answer code:
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 a) 1, 3

 b) 2, 3

 c) 1, 2

 d) 1, 2, 3

3)The thickness of the troposphere is greater at the equator rather
than at the poles because of

1. Rotation of the earth pushes the atmosphere near equator to greater
heights.

2. Convection currents leading to thermal expansion of the atmosphere at
the equator

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) Both 1 and 2

 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News Items

Bhuvan Yuktdhara Portal:- It is a new geospatial planning portal that will
help in facilitating new MGNREGA assets using remote sensing and
geographic information system-based data.

The portal will serve as a repository of geotags created under various
national rural development programmes.

The name given is very apt as the word ‘Yukt’ is derived from ‘Yojanam’
(planning) and ‘Dhara’ indicates flow.

2) Sree Narayana Guru:- Sree Narayana Guru (1856-1928)

Narayana Guru was a philosopher, spiritual leader and social
reformer in India.

He led a reform movement against the injustice in the caste-ridden society
of Kerala in order to promote spiritual enlightenment and social equality.

He was in the forefront of the movement for universal temple entry and
against the societal ills like the social discrimination of untouchables.

He gave the famous slogan “One Caste, One Religion, One God for
All”.

In 1888, he built a temple dedicated to Lord Shiva at Aruvippuram
which was against the caste-based restrictions of the time.

The social protest of Vaikom Satyagraha (1924-25) was an
agitation by the lower caste against untouchability in Hindu
society of Travancore.

He taught equality but felt the inequalities should not be exploited to carry
out conversions and therefore generate strife in society.
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3)‘Economic criterion not sole basis for creamy layer’ :- A bench of
Justices L Nageswara Rao and Aniruddha Bose said this while quashing a
Haryana government notification of August 17, 2016, which specified the
criteria for exclusion of creamy layer within the backward classes.

In the Indira Sawhney case, also known as the Mandal Commission
case, the top court, while calling upon state governments to identify
creamy layer amongst the backward classes and exclude them from the
purview of reservation, also held that “the basis of exclusion of creamy
layer cannot be merely economic”.

What was Haryana’s Notification :- According to the notification issued
in pursuance of the powers under Section 5(2) of the Haryana
Backward Classes (Reservation in Services and Admission in
Educational Institutions) Act, 2016, children of those with gross
annual income of up to Rs 3 lakh shall be the first to get the benefit of
reservation in services and admission in educational institutions. The
remaining quota shall go to those from the backward classes who earn
more than Rs 3 lakh but up to Rs 6 lakh per annum. The sections of
backward classes earning above Rs 6 lakh per annum were to be
considered as creamy layer.

4) T.N. launches ₹.100 cr. urban employment scheme :- The Tamil
Nadu government will implement an urban employment scheme on the
lines of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) at a cost of ₹100 crore to improve the livelihood of urban poor.

The urban population in Tamil Nadu was growing fast and it would reach
60% of the total population by 2036. A total of four crore people are now
living in urban areas, accounting for 53% of the total population.

The objective of the programme was to provide employment to urban poor,
who had lost their jobs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Acommittee
headed by former RBI Governor C Rangarajan had also recommended
that the Tamil Nadu government start an employment scheme in urban
areas in the wake of the pandemic.

5) Hair Follicle Test :- Hair follicle test confirms Sanjjanaa Galrani, Ragini
Dwivedi consumed drugs. They are from Kannada Film industry.

It is the first time that the hair follicle test, conducted by the Hyderabad-
based Central Forensic Science Laboratory (CFSL), has been used in a
drugs case under NDPS Act in Karnataka. 

WHAT IS A HAIR FOLLICLE TEST?
The hair follicle test, which is also called the hair drug test, is conducted by
collecting hair samples from the head. The test detects whether a person
has consumed narcotic substances. Certain tests can also give details of
the frequency of drug abuse and the type of drugs used — MDMA,
phencyclidine, cocaine, opiates, cannabis, mephedrone amphetamine
depravities, methadone opiate depravities, etc. It is believed to be the most
accurate test to find evidence of drug abuse.

6) Vacancy in Courts :-
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 2 only

 b) 1, 3

 c) 3 only

 d) 2, 3

2)Privy Purse system allowed

a) Government to confiscate private land based on the principle of
‘eminent domain’

b) Local administration to abolish zamindari from erstwhile permanent
settlement regions

c) Princely state rulers to retain certain private property and
grant in heredity

 d) None of the above

3)Consider the following statements regarding the composition of
Constituent assembly.

1. The Constituent Assembly was constituted in November 1946 under the
scheme formulated by the August offer.

2. Constituent Assembly was a partly elected and partly nominated body.

3. Seats were allotted on the basis of population at that time.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) 1, 3

 d) 2, 3

Prelims Specific News Items :- 

NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute India Jointly Launch
‘Forum for Decarbonizing Transport’ in India : - NITI Aayog and World
Resources Institute(WRI), India, jointly launched the ‘Forum for
Decarbonizing Transport’ in India as part of the NDC-Transport
Initiative for Asia (NDC-TIA) project.

Aim:- The project aims at bringing down the peak level of GHG emissions
(transport sector) in Asia (in line with a well below 2-degree pathway),
resulting in problems like congestion and air pollution.

India's Transport sector:- India has a massive and diverse transport
sector, which is also the third most CO2 emitting sector. 

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change, 2018)
suggests that within the transport sector, road transport
contributes to more than 90% of the total CO2 emissions.

The NDC Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA 2020-2023) is a joint
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programme of seven organisations that will engage China, India, and
Vietnam in promoting a comprehensive approach to decarbonizing
transport in their respective countries. The project is part of the
International Climate Initiative (IKI).

2)E-Shram Portal: National Database on Unorganized Workers
(NDUW):- E-Shram portal will help towards the much needed targeted
identification of the unorganized workers, our nation builders, the ‘Shram
Yogis’ will help take welfare schemes to their doorstep, who are the
builders of our Nation.

“Targeted delivery and last mile delivery, has been a major focus of the
schemes of government of India.

The government aims to register 38 crore unorganized workers, such as
construction labourers, migrant workforce, street vendors and domestic
workers, among others.

The workers will be issued an e-Shram card

containing a 12-digit unique number, which, going ahead, will help in
including them in social security schemes.

3) What is the procedure to arrest a cabinet minister in India? :- 

Procedure to Arrest a Cabinet Minister:

When Parliament is not in Session:

If Parliament is not in session, a cabinet minister can be arrested by a law
enforcement agency in case of a criminal case registered against him. 

As per Section 22 A of the Rules of Procedures and Conduct of Business of
the Rajya Sabha, the Police, Judge or Magistrate would have to intimate the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha about the reason for the arrest, the place of
detention or imprisonment in an appropriate form.

The Chairman is expected to inform the Council if it is sitting about the
arrest. If the council is not sitting, he/she is expected to publish it in the
bulletin for the information of the members.

When Parliament is in Session:

Members of both the houses of the Parliament enjoy some immunity from
arrests when the parliament is in session.

Under Section 135 of the Civil Procedural Code, in civil cases, they have
freedom from arrest during the continuance of the House and 40 days
before its commencement and 40 days after its conclusion. 

The privilege of freedom from arrest does not extend to criminal offences
or cases of detention under preventive detention.

4)India's Afghanistan evacuation mission termed 'Operation Devi
Shakti' :- India on Tuesday termed the evacuation operation from
Afghanistan in the backdrop of the Taliban's takeover of the country last
week as "Operation Devi Shakti". 

Under Operation Devi Shakti, an Air India flight carrying 78 passengers,
including 25 Indian citizens arrived in New Delhi today from Tajikistan's
Dushanbe.

Earlier, Indian authorities on Monday evacuated 75 Sikhs amid the
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deteriorating situation in war-torn Afghanistan.

5) Cabinet clears ₹15,000 cr. NMP-linked FDI proposal :- The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on Wednesday cleared a foreign
direct investment (FDI) proposal entailing an investment of up to ₹15,000
crore in Anchorage Infrastructure Investment Holding (AIIH) Ltd., a
company incorporated to invest in the infrastructure and construction
development sectors.

Background :- 

The Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) was an inter-
ministerial body under the Department of Economic Affairs in the Ministry
of Finance. 

Earlier if the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) amount exceeds Rs.3,000
crore then it must be approved by the Finance Minister and subsequently
by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on the
recommendations of the FIPB.

Worth to mention that the FDI proposals above Rs 5,000 crore
would continue to be cleared by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs.

6) Sujalam Campaign :- Campaign for one million soak pits in 100
days:- The Jal Shakti Ministry has launched a campaign to create a million
soak pits in villages across the country over the next 100 days, to help
manage grey water and prevent the clogging of waterbodies.

Though the Central government does not have any comprehensive
estimate of the total number of soak pits needed countrywide, the States
have been asked to develop their own targets.

“The household or community soak pit is the simplest solution for grey
water management,”

The Swachh Bharat Mission’s first phase was to achieve open
defecation free (ODF) status by constructing a toilet in every rural
household and persuading all villagers to use it. The second phase,
termed ODF+, aims to sustain and extend these sanitation gains by
focusing on solid and liquid waste management.

What is Grey Water :- Greywater refers to domestic wastewater
generated in households or office buildings from streams without
fecal contamination, i.e., all streams except for the wastewater from
toilets. Sources of greywater include sinks, showers, baths, washing
machines or dishwashers.

7) What is ‘Havana syndrome’ :- 

Why in News :- The United Stated government Tuesday said Vice-
President Kamala Harris’s trip from Singapore to Vietnam was delayed by
three hours due to a “recent possible anomalous health incident” in Hanoi.
This was in reference to a case of ‘Havana Syndrome’.

What is Havana syndrome?

Back in 2016, reports first emerged of US diplomats and other employees
of the government falling ill in Havana, the capital of Cuba. The patients
said they heard strange sounds and experienced odd physical sensations in
their hotel rooms or homes. They said they had symptoms of nausea,
severe headaches, fatigue, dizziness, sleep problems and hearing loss.
This mysterious illness came to be called the “Havana Syndrome”.
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8) Mill owners demand higher MSP for Sugar :- Since Government
increased the FRP ( Fair and Remunerative price ) for Sugarcane ,
now the Mill owners are demanding higher MSP for sugars.

What is MSP and why was it introduced?

To control the constant slide in ex mill prices of sugar, the central
government had in June 2018 specified the concept of MSP for sugar. Back
then the MSP was fixed at Rs 2,850/- per quintal which was subsequently
raised to Rs 3,100/- per quintal. Along with MSP, the centre had also fixed
mill wise sales quota. Mills who breached either of the conditions were
liable for action under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 which
would include fine as well as a jail term(ranging from 3 months to
7 years) or both.

It was reasoned that both these measures would help mills generate
enough revenue to pay their farmers the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP)
for cane purchased from farmers.

Editorial of the Day 

Main Editorial for Discussion :- It’s time for Industry 4.0

Here the author says that Industrial revolution 4.0 is already in progress
where the Internet, ICT and latest technologies will augment the already
established production process.

The term ‘Industry 4.0’ was coined by the German government in
2011.

Components of Industry 4.0 :- Additive manufacturing, Internet of
Things, Cyber Physical Systems, Augmented Reality/Virtual Reality and
data analytics are some of the technologies associated with Industry 4.0.
With the help of these technologies, the manufacturing industry will be able
to make data driven decisions. The reduced costs of electronics like
sensors, transmitters, and cloud have allowed us to capture the data
produced during operational activities. With the availability of
advanced algorithms, this captured data can be analysed for
decision-making in real time. 

Thus, Industry 4.0 integrated ‘data’ with manufacturing and Information
Technology. To take advantage of data-driven decision-making, the
governments of other countries also coined their own industrial initiatives
like Industry 4.0. For example, the U.S. calls it Smart Manufacturing, China
calls it Made in China 2025, and India refers it to as Make in India or Digital
India.

Author says that the Industry Revolution 4.0 can help a lot in MSME's
development.

How relevant are MSME's for India :- Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) are expected to become the backbone of India as the
economy grows larger. 

1. MSMEs form more than 95% of the industries in India, produce more
than 45% of the total manufacturing output and employ more than
40% of the workforce.

2. According to the Economic Survey 2020-21, over 6 crore MSMEs
employ more than 11 crore people and contribute roughly 30% to
the GDP and half of the country’s export.

3. MSMEs are also ancillaries to larger enterprises, leading to a
seamless supply chain integration.
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As a result, making MSMEs more efficient will be
advantageous for the whole economy.

Why MSME's are not able to adopt Industry 4.0 :- 

Lack of Awareness :-MSME's consider such technologies
disruptive and having the potential to demolish their existing
system.
Lack of Finances
Lack of Will to induct new technologies

How Industry Revolution 4.0 can be promoted for MSME :- 

Government should provide information and training to MSME
Sector
Finance provision through Public or Private investment
MSMEs should develop their own vision of Industry 4.0 technologies
that they want to adopt and identify the relevant tools and practices
they need for such a tailored vision.

Though adoption of Industry 4.0 technologies by MSMEs requires
transcending a labyrinth of impediments, it will make them more
competitive as they will be able to offer world class quality products to
customers.
Additionally, delivery timings and the flexibility to meet different needs will
improve.



c) tax imposed on the import of the goods pertaining to core industrial
sectors.

 d) None of the statements a, b and c are correct.

2)The Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMs),
is related to

 a) Current Account Convertibility

 b) Domestic regulations a country applies to foreign investors

 c) Most-favoured Nation principle

 d) Duty free International market access to developing countries

3)Consider the following statements regarding Current account
convertibility.

1. Current account convertibility means freedom to convert domestic
currency into foreign currency and vice versa for trade in goods and
invisibles.

2. Under current account convertibility for rupee, an exporter can sell the
foreign currency he obtained from exporting a commodity at the market
determined exchange rate in India.

3. There is partial Current account convertibility in India, so as to limit
imports into the country.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1, 2

 b) 1, 3

 c) 2, 3

 d) 1, 2, 3

Prelims Specific News Items :- 

1. About the Fair and Remunerative Price(FRP):

The Fair and Remunerative Price(FRP) is the minimum price that sugar mills
have to pay to sugarcane farmers.

FRP is determined by the Central Government on the basis of the
recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices(CACP).

The ‘FRP’ of sugarcane is determined under Sugarcane (Control) Order and
announced by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs(CCEA).

The final FRP is arrived at by taking into account various factors such as
cost of production, domestic and international prices, overall demand-
supply situation, intercrop price parity among others.

2) Children’s Climate Risk Index (CCRI)

Recently UNICEF along with ‘Fridays with Future’ launched a new report
called “The Climate Crisis Is a Child’s Rights Crisis” highlighting the
impact of climate change on the lives of children.
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The report introduces the new Children’s Climate Risk Index (CCRI), a
composite index that ranks nations based on children’s exposure to climate
shocks, providing the first comprehensive look at how exactly children are
affected by the climate crisis

Findings :- 

Approximately 1 billion children — nearly half the world’s child population
— live in countries that are at an “extremely high risk” from climate
impacts.

Almost every single child on the planet has been exposed to at least one
climate or environmental stressor, such as air pollution, flooding, heat
waves, tropical storms, flooding or drought.

The report found that children are “highly exposed” to exceedingly high
levels of air pollution, water scarcity, heat waves, vector-borne diseases,
tropical storms and coastal flooding.

The 33 extremely high-risk countries for children — including the Central
African Republic, Chad, Nigeria, Guinea and Guinea-Bissau — collectively
are responsible for a mere 9% of global carbon dioxide emissions, reflecting
deep inequity regarding who must ultimately deal with the consequences of
climate change.

3)The Global Manufacturing Risk Index 2021 has been released.

About Global Manufacturing Risk Index:

Released by: US-based property consultant Cushman & Wakefield

Purpose: To assess and rank the most advantageous locations for global
manufacturing among 47 countries in Europe, the Americas and Asia-Pacific
(APAC).

Parameters: The ranking is determined based on four key parameters:

Country’s capability to restart manufacturing
Business environment (availability of talent/labour, access to
markets)
Operating costs
Risks (political, economic and environmental).

Key Findings of the Index:

India has overtaken the United States (US) to become the second-most
sought-after manufacturing destination globally.

China remains at the number one position and the US is now at the third
position.

4) About UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan(UNAMA):

UNAMA is a UN Special Political Mission established to assist the state and
the people of Afghanistan in laying the foundations for sustainable peace
and development.

Established in: UNAMA was established in 2002 by United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1401. 

Mandate: Its original mandate was to support the implementation of the
Bonn Agreement. Reviewed annually, this mandate has been altered over
time to reflect the needs of Afghanistan.
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Bonn Agreement was the initial series of agreements passed in 2001 and
intended to recreate the State of Afghanistan following the U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan in response to the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Headquarters: Kabul, Afghanistan.

5)Privacy invasion: The Delhi High Court has observed that ‘right to
privacy’ includes the right to be forgotten and the right to be left
alone while directing various online platforms , including YouTube, to
take down certain objectionable video clips of a Bengali actor.

Justice Asha Menon was of the opinion that “the right to privacy of the
plaintiff(woman) is to be protected, especially when it is her person that is
being exhibited, and against her will”.

6) New Drone rules :- The Drone Rules, 2021, were issued on Wednesday
and they supersede the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021,
which had come into force on March 12.

The aim of the government is to make India a global drone hub by 2030.

What are the various relaxations in the new rules :- 

To begin with, the total number of forms that were to be filled has
been reduced from 25 to five, and the total number of fees that are
to be paid before being able to operate drones has been reduced
from 72 to just four.

The various approvals that were required, such as unique authorisation
number, unique prototype identification number, certificate of
manufacturing and airworthiness, certificate of conformance, certificate of
maintenance, import clearance, acceptance of existing drones, operator
permit, authorisation of R&D organisation, student remote pilot licence,
remote pilot instructor authorisation, and drone port authorisation etc have
been abolished.

In addition to this, the quantum of fees, which was earlier linked to the size
of drone, has been reduced and delinked from the size. For example, the
remote pilot license fee, which was Rs 3,000 for a large size drone, has
been reduced to Rs 100 — which is the fee for all categories of drones.

What is the new Digital Sky platform :- The Civil Aviation Ministry said
the Digital Sky platform that it envisaged earlier will be developed as a
single-window platform for the clearances that are required.

To add to this, an interactive airspace map will also be displayed on
the platform that will show the three zones — yellow, green and
red.

These zones have been demarcated to tell drone operators where they can
and cannot fly their aircraft systems. Even in these zones, the
government has significantly liberalised the rules. For example,
the yellow zone, which was earlier a 45 km zone from the airport
perimeter, has now been reduced to a 12 km zone , meaning that
outside of a 12 km radius of an airport perimeter, it would be a green zone,
where drone operators no longer need permission to fly.

Earlier, prior to issuance of a registration or licence, a security clearance
was necessary. Now, the government has done away with the need for this
clearance. Also, on the part of companies operating drones, foreign
ownership has been allowed. 
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However, the import of drones will continue to be regulated by the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade.

7) Indian firm to build a bridge in the Maldives :- The contract for the
largestever infrastructure project in the Maldives was signed in Male on
Thursday. The Greater Male Connectivity Project ( GMCP) will consist of a
6.74 km long bridge and causeway link between Male and the nearby
islands of Villingli, Gulhifalhu and Thilafushi . Indian construction giant
AFCONS has been tasked with completing the project.

8) UN bans British stamps in Chagos island :- Mauritius has welcomed
the UN postal agency’s decision to ban British stamps from being used on
the Chagos archipelago, calling it a victory for the island nation in its
dispute with London(Britain).

Mauritius became independent in 1968 but still the British call
their sovereignty on the island of Chagos saying that it has been
their part since 1814.

Some Background :- 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague has said in an
advisory opinion that Britain has an obligation to end its
administration of the Chagos Archipelago.
The Chagos Islands are home to the U.S. military base of Diego
Garcia, under lease from the United Kingdom since the 1960s.

Why UK needs Chagos?

The defence facilities on the British Indian Ocean Territory help to
protect people here in Britain and around the world from terrorist
threats, organised crime and piracy.
Britain says that the islands will be returned to Mauritius when they
are no longer needed for defence purposes.

Why ICJ intervened?

In his statement, the judge also noted that the original agreement
had not allowed for third party involvement in the territory.
The base’s construction led to the displacement of some 1,500
people, who have been unable to return to the islands.

SEE THE CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO LOCATION IN MAP FROM HERE 

What is Universal Postal Union :- 

The Universal Postal Union, established by the Treaty of Bern of 1874, is a
specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that coordinates postal
policies among member nations, in addition to the worldwide postal
system. 

The UPU contains four bodies consisting of the Congress, the Council of
Administration (CA), the Postal Operations Council (POC) and the
International Bureau (IB). 

It also oversees the Telematics and Express Mail Service (EMS)
cooperatives. Each member agrees to the same terms for conducting
international postal duties. 

The UPU's headquarters are located in Bern, Switzerland.

KNOW ABOUT VULTURES AND THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THEM
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2021-08-30 00:38:45
28 August 2021 Daily current Affairs

Questions :- 

The practice of “Fiscal Federalism” in India involves

 a) Distribution of financial powers between Centre and States

 b) Devolution of central pool to states

 c) Setting up of Finance Commission every five years

 d) All of the above

2) Parliament can make laws on the subjects enumerated in the
state list to give effect to international agreements, treaties and
conventions with

 a) Consent of the states concerned

 b) Consent of majority of the states

 c) Consent of all the states

 d) Without the consent of any state

3)Consider the following statements about Fundamental Duties

The constitution authorises courts for enforcement of Fundamental Duties.

While some Fundamental duties are applicable to Indian citizens, few are
applicable to foreigners.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) Both

 d) None

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. Deepor Beel breathes easy after eco-sensitive zone
notification :- On August 25, the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change notified the eco-sensitive zone of Deepor Beel
Wildlife Sanctuary on the southwestern edge of Guwahati.

Deepor Beel is one of the largest freshwater lakes in Assam and the State’s
only Ramsar Site, besides being an Important Bird Area.

2)Odisha Cabinet clears electric vehicle policy :- The Odisha
government has proposed to achieve adoption of 20% battery electric
vehicles in all vehicle registrations by 2025.

“The objective of the policy is to achieve adoption of 20% battery electric
vehicles in all vehicle registrations by 2025 and promote manufacturing of
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electric vehicles and its components including battery in the State,”

3) Indian astrophysicists spot rare merger of three jumbo black :- A
rare merging of three supermassive black holes has been spotted
by a team of astrophysicists from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics
(IIA), working with Professor Francoise Combes from the Paris Observatory.

This is only the third time such an event has been observed and
the findings were published as a letter in the journal Astronomy
and Astrophysics in June.

All three merging black holes were part of galaxies in the Toucan
constellation. They are quite far away given that the earth’s nearest
galactic neighbour — the Andromeda galaxy — is 2.5 million light years
away. Yet the paper describes these as nearby galaxies.

“The PI of the project confirmed our suspicions using spectroscopic data
from a European telescope called MUSE in Chile.”

In a press release, the team explains that if two galaxies collide, their black
holes will also come closer by transferring the kinetic energy to the
surrounding gas.
The distance between the black holes decreases with time until the
separation is around one parsec (3.26 lightyears).
The two black holes, however, are then unable to lose any further
kinetic energy to get even closer and merge. This is known as the
final parsec problem. But the presence of a third black hole can solve
this problem.

4)India added 557 new species to faunal wealth in 2020, says ZSI :-
India has added 557 new species to its fauna, which includes 407 new
species and 150 new records, reveals Animal Discoveries 2020, a document
published recently by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI). The number of
faunal species in India has climbed to 1,02,718 species with the discovery
of the new species.

Some New Species :- 

Trimeresurus salazar, a green pit viper discovered in Arunachal
Pradesh;
Lycodon deccanensis, the Deccan wolf snake discovered in
Karnataka; and
Sphaerotheca Bengaluru, a burrowing frog named after the city
of Bengaluru.
The list also includes Xyrias anjaalai, a deep water species of
snake eel from Kerala;
Glyptothorax giudikyensis, a species of catfish from Manipur;
and
Clyster galateansis, a species of scarab beetle from the Great
Nicobar Biosphere.

CLICK HERE TO KNOW RAMSAR SITES OF INDIA 

Editorial of the Day 

Asset monetisation — execution is the key

Context:

Following through on the Budget’s plan to monetise public assets in
order to fund fresh capital expenditure on infrastructure,
the Government has released an exhaustive list of projects and
facilities to be offered to private investors.
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The government hopes to earn ₹6 trillion in revenues over a four-
year period.

Different from privatisation:

What distinguishes asset monetisation from the new public sector
disinvestment policy is that a change of ownership is not envisaged.
The Government estimates these assets — airports, coal mines,
highway stretches, even urban tracts, stadia and hotels — to fetch
around ₹5.96-lakh crore through structured leasing and
securitisation transactions. 
By monetising assets it has already built, the government can earn
revenues to build more infrastructure.
This, in turn, could help fund the National Infrastructure
Pipeline with new projects worth ₹100-lakh crore.

For under-utilised assets:

In the asset monetisation program, the focus will be on under-
utilised assets and  monetisation which happens through public-
private partnerships (PPP) and Investment Trusts.
For example: Suppose a port or airport or stadium or even an
empty piece of land is not being used adequately because it has not
been properly developed or marketed well enough.
A private party may judge that it can put the assets to better use.
It will pay the government a price equal to the present value of cash
flows at the current level of utilisation.

A win-win situation:

By making the necessary investment in under utilised assets, the
private player can reap the benefits of a higher level of cash flows.
The difference in cash flows under government and those under
private management is a measure of the improvement in efficiency
of the assets.
This is a win-win situation for the government and the private
player as the government gets a ‘fair’ value for its assets and the
private player gets its return on investment.
The economy benefits from an increase in efficiency thus,
monetising under-utilised assets has much to commend it.

For well utilised assets:

Matters could be very different in monetisation of an asset that is
being properly utilised, say, a highway that has good traffic.
In this case, the private player has little incentive to invest and
improve efficiency and it simply needs to operate the assets as they
are.
The private player may value the cash flows assuming a normal
rate of growth of traffic.
It will pay the government a price that is the present value of cash
flows minus its own return.
The government earns badly needed revenues but these could be
less than what it might earn if it continued to operate the assets
itself.

Offsetting the benefit:

Suppose the private player does plan to improve efficiency in a well-
utilised asset by making the necessary investment and reducing
operating costs.
 The reduction in operating costs need not translate into a higher
price for the asset than under government ownership.
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The cost of capital for a private player is higher than for a public
authority.
A public authority needs less equity capital and can access debt
more cheaply than a private player.
The higher cost of capital for the private player could offset the
benefit of any reduction in operating costs.

Preference of private investment:

The benefits to the economy are likely to be greater where under-
utilised assets are monetised.
However, private players will prefer well-utilised assets to assets
that are under-utilised.
That is because, in the former, cash flows and returns are more
certain.
Private incentives in asset monetisation may not accord with the
public interest.

Valuation and issues:

It is very difficult to get the valuation right over a long-term horizon,
say, 30 years.
For a road or highway, growth in traffic would also depend on
factors other than the growth of the economy, such as the level of
economic activity in the area, the prices of fuel and vehicles,
alternative modes of transport and their relative prices, etc.
If the rate of growth of traffic turns out to be higher than assessed
by the government in valuing the asset, the private operator will
reap windfall gains.

Steep price rise:

If the winning bidder pays what turns out to be a steep price for the
asset, it will raise the toll price steeply and the consumer ends up
bearing the cost.
There is also the possibility that roads whose usage is currently free
are put up for monetisation.
It could be argued that a competitive auction process will address
these issues and fetch the government the right price while yielding
efficiency gains.
But that assumes, among other things, that there will be a large
number of bidders for the many assets that will be monetised.

The life of the asset:

There is no incentive for the private player to invest in the asset
towards the end of the tenure of monetisation.
The life of the asset, when it is returned to the government, may
not be long.
In that event, asset monetisation virtually amounts to sale.
Monetisation through the PPP route is thus fraught with problems.

Another way of going about it:

The other form of monetisation the government has indicated is
creating Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvIT) to which
monetisable assets will be transferred.
InvITs are mutual fund-like vehicles in which investors can subscribe
to units that give dividends.
The sponsor of the Trust is required to hold a minimum prescribed
proportion of the total units issued.
InvITs offer a portfolio of assets, so investors get the benefit of
diversification.
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The InvIT route to monetisation:

Assets can be transferred at the construction stage or after they
have started earning revenues.
In the InvIT route to monetisation, the public authority continues to
own the rights to a significant portion of the cash flows and to
operate the assets.
So, the issues that arise with transfer of assets to a private party —
such as incorrect valuation or an increase in price to the consumer
— are less of a problem.

The pathway:

 First, a public authority has inherent advantages on the funding
side.
 In general, the economy is best served when public authorities
develop infrastructure and monetise these.
Second, monetisation through InvITs is likely to prove less of a
problem than the PPP route.
Third, we are better off monetising under-utilised assets than assets
that are well utilised.
Fourth, to ensure proper execution, there is a case for independent
monitoring of the process.
The government may set up an Asset Monetisation Monitoring
Authority staffed by competent professionals.
The authority must put all aspects of monetisation under the
scanner — valuation, the impact on price charged to the consumer,
monetisation of under-utilised versus well-utilised assets, the
experience across different sectors, etc. — and document the
lessons learnt.

2021-08-30 13:49:53
29 August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

A foreigner is travelling by Air India from Delhi to Mumbai. What
will this be considered as in terms of national income:

 a) Import

 b) Domestic consumption

 c) Exports

 d) None of the Above

2)Gross capital formation will increase if:

gross domestic savings increases

gross domestic consumption increases

GDP increases

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.

 a) 1 only

 b) 1 and 2 only
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 c) 1 and 3 only

 d) None

3)Predatory pricing policy is designed to

 a) Drive competitors out of business

 b) Maximise profits

 c) Encourage entrants into the market

 d) Attain least cost output

Prelims Specific News Items

1. Govt. sanctions over ₹130 cr. for ambitious HIMS project :- 
HIMS will bring all city hospitals under one platform and eliminate
the need for patients to stand in queues for appointments.

2. Health Information Management System (HIMS) project :-

The Cabinet also approved sanctioning over ₹139 crore for the ambitious
project, which will bring all city hospitals under one platform and eliminate
the need for patients to stand in queues for appointments.

The system will enable all information about patients to be available at the
tap of a button, allow doctors to give appointments over the phone, and
allow patients to select appointment time as per their convenience

“The platform will help us know how many beds are vacant in a hospital,
the status of medicine stock, number of ventilators, and any other
information about medical infrastructure,”. 

e-health cards :- The Delhi government is also streamlining the process to
obtain a eHealth Card, which will contain the entire medical history of the
cardholder and they will be able to get treated at any hospital listed on the
HIMS.
Private hospitals will also be connected to the system in a phased
manner.

3) Rajnath commissions ICGS Vigraha:- The augmentation of India’s
security capabilities has ensured that the country has not suffered any
terrorist attacks by sea route since the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attack,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said here on Saturday.

Commissioning the seventh Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV), ICGS Vigraha,
built indigenously by Larsen & Toubro for the Coast Guard (ICG), the
Minister said the Coast Guard was continuously enhancing the capacity of
the nation.

4) Hydropower Projects in Himalayas are Risky :- 

In the aftermath of the Kedarnath floods of 2013 that killed at least 5,000
people, the Supreme Court had halted the development of hydroelectric
projects in Uttarakhand pending a review by the Environment Ministry on
the role such projects had played in amplifying the disaster. 

Some Committees and their recommendations :

Chopra committee :- A 17-member expert committee, led by
environmentalist Ravi Chopra, was set up by the Ministry to examine the
role of 24 such proposed hydroelectric projects in the Alaknanda and
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Bhagirathi basin, which contains the Ganga and several tributaries. The
Chopra committee concluded that 23 projects would have an
“irreversible impact” on the ecology of the region.

Vinod tare and B.P Das Committee :- committee, led by Vinod Tare of
the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, concluded that these projects
could have a significant environmental impact.

The Environment Ministry in 2015 set up yet another committee, led by
B.P. Das, who was part of the original committee, but had filed a
“dissenting report”. The Das committee recommended all six projects with
design modifications to some.

What are the challenges such projects face?  :- 

Following the break in the Raunthi glacier that triggered floods in the
Rishiganga river in Uttarakhand on February 7, which washed away at
least two hydroelectric power projects — the13.2 MW Rishiganga
hydroelectric power project and the Tapovan project on the
Dhauliganga river, a tributary of the Alakananda — environmental
experts have attributed the glacial melt to global warming. 

Glacier retreat and permafrost thaw are projected to decrease the stability
of mountain slopes and increase the number and area of glacier lakes.

The Himalayan ecosystem is very fragile and hence proper EIA needs to be
done and a preference should be given to environment instead of
development in this case 

5) Govt notifies new 'BH' registration series for personal vehicles
for seamless transfer across states :- 

The road transport ministry notified a new regime of “Bharat series (BH
)” for registration of personal vehicles owned by defence personnel,
employees of Central and state governments, PSUs and private sector
companies and organizations, which have their offices in four or more
states and UTs. This scheme will be voluntary.

Currently, a person is allowed to keep a vehicle for a maximum of 12
months in any state other than the state where it is registered. The owner
has to get such vehicles re-registered before the expiry of 12 months.

6) BCG vaccine: 100 years and counting :- TB is caused by a bacterium
called Mycobacterium tuberculosis, belonging to the Mycobacteriaceae
family consisting of about 200 members. Some of these cause diseases like
TB and leprosy in humans and others infect a wide range of animals.
Mycobacteria are also widely dispersed in the environment. In humans,TB
most commonly affects the lungs (pulmonary TB), but it can also
affect other organs (extra-pulmonary TB).

TB is a very ancient disease and has been documented to have existed in
Egypt as early as 3000 BC. 

Who discovered BCG :- BCG was developed by two Frenchmen, Albert
Calmette and Camille Guerin, by modifying a strain of Mycobacterium bovis
(that causes TB in cattle) till it lost its capacity to cause disease while
retaining its property to stimulate the immune system. It was first used in
humans in 1921.

Currently, BCG is the only licensed vaccine available for the prevention of
TB. It is the world’s most widely used vaccine with about 120 million doses
every year and has an excellent safety record. In India, BCG was first
introduced in a limited scale in 1948 and became a part of the National TB
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Control Programme in 1962.

BCG and relation with Latitude :- One intriguing fact about BCG is that
it works well in some geographic locations and not so well in others.
Generally, the farther a country is from the equator, the higher is the
efficacy. It has a high efficacy in the UK, Norway, Sweden and Denmark;
and little or no efficacy in countries on or near the equator like India, Kenya
and Malawi, where the burden of TB is higher. 

India is committed to eliminate TB as a public health problem by 2025. To
achieve this goal, we would not only need better diagnostics and drugs but
also more effective vaccines.

About Insulin :- 

Insulin was discovered by Sir Frederick G Banting (pictured), Charles
H Best and JJR Macleod at the University of Toronto in 1921 and it
was subsequently purified by James B Collip.

Before 1921, it was exceptional for people with type 1 diabetes to live more
than a year or two. One of the twentieth century’s greatest medical
discoveries, it remains the only effective treatment for people with type 1
diabetes today.

This means that in 2021, we’re celebrating 100 years since the discovery of
insulin. It was one of the greatest medical breakthroughs in history, which
went on to save millions of lives around the world and triggered a century
of diabetes discoveries. Here we take a look at the journey that got us
there.

7) What has the Supreme Court ruled on ‘creamy layer’?

Recent Judgement of Supreme Court :- On August 24, a Division Bench
of the Supreme Court, led by Justice L. Nageswara Rao, observed
that economic criterion cannot be the sole basis for identifying the ‘creamy
layer’ of a backward class, and that other factors like social advancement,
education, employment, too, matter. 

Who belongs to the ‘creamy layer’?  :- 

The ‘creamy layer’ concept was introduced in the Supreme
Court’s Indra Sawhney judgment, delivered by a nine-judge Bench
on November 16, 1992. Though it upheld the government’s decision
based on the Mandal Commission’s report to give 27% reservation to Other
Backward Classes, the court found it necessary to identify sections of
backward classes who were already “highly advanced socially as well as
economically and educationally”.

The court believed that these wealthy and advanced members form the
‘creamy layer’ among backward classes. The judgment directed the State
governments to identify the ‘creamy layer’ and exclude them from the
purview of reservation.

Indira Sawhney II :- However, certain States like Kerala did not promptly
implement the judgment. This led to the Indra Sawhney-II case,
reported in 2000. In this, the court went to the extent of determining the
‘creamy layer’ among backward classes. 

So who comes in Creamy layer ? :- 

The judgment held that persons from backward classes who
occupied posts in higher services such as IAS, IPS and All India
Services had reached a higher level of social advancement and
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economic status, and therefore, were not entitled to be treated as
backward. Such persons were to be treated as ‘creamy layer’
without any further inquiry. Likewise,
people with sufficient income who were in a position to provide
employment to others should also be taken to have reached a
higher social status and treated as “outside the backward class”.
Other categories included persons with higher agricultural holdings
or income from property.
Thus, a reading of the Indra Sawhney judgments shows that social
advancement, including education and employment, and not just
wealth, was key to identify the ‘creamy layer’.

Why is it difficult to have a economic line for creamy layer ? :- 

The identification of ‘creamy layer’ has been a thorny issue. The basic
question here is how rich or advanced should a backward class
section be to invite exclusion from reservation . Justice Jeevan Reddy,
in the Indra Sawhney judgment, wondered “how and where to draw the
line” between the deserving and the creamy layer among backward
classes. “The basis of exclusion should not merely be economic,
unless, of course, the economic advancement is so high that it
necessarily means social advancement,”

2021-08-30 19:22:58
30 August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions

The first multilateral bloc to declare climate emergency is

 a) ASEAN

 b) BIMSTEC

 c) European Union (EU)

 d) G20 Members

2)Kuka Revolt of Punjab is aimed at

 a) Achieve justice for the martyrs of Punjab in the 1857 Revolt

b) Freeing the Gurdwaras (Sikh temples) from the control of ignorant and
corrupt Mahants

 c) Making Sikh land independent from British control

d) Reforming the Sikh religion by removing all the abuses,
superstitions and ill-practices

3)Which of the following act for the first time explicitly defined the
constitutional position of the British territories in India.

 a) Pitt’s India Act of 1784

 b) Charter act of 1813

 c) Charter act of 1833

 d) Charter act of 1853
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Prelims Specific News Items 

1) NITI bats for tax breaks to achieve monetisation goal :- To make
the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) a success, the government should
give Income Tax breaks to attract retail investors into instruments such as
Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs), the NITI Aayog has
recommended.
The Centre’s think tank driving the NMP, estimated to raise almost ₹6 lakh
crore for the exchequer over four years, has also called for bringing such
trusts within the ambit of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to
provide greater comfort to investors.



It sprawls over an area estimated at between 140,000 and 195,000 square
kilometer.

Roughly 80% of the Pantanal floodplains are submerged during the rainy
seasons, nurturing a biologically diverse collection of aquatic plants and
helping to support a dense array of animal species.

3)Issues with National Mission on Edible Oils :- 

But the National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) hopes to
address a major problem — India is the largest importer of edible oil, over
half of which is made up of palm oil imports from countries such as
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

The Union Cabinet has approved Rs 11,000 crore for the scheme, with an
ambitious target to increase palm oil area production by more than three
times. 

Issues ? :-

Environmental concerns

There are concerns that water-guzzling crops such as palm, which grows
best in tropical areas, will trigger water scarcity and massive reduction of
forest cover in biodiverse and ecologically sensitive zones in the northeast
and Andaman. 

India’s four biodiversity hotspots fall in the palm oil aspirational regions,
two of which are in the northeast (Indo-Burma region) and the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands (Sundaland). 

Author also says that this push for Oil palms wil disturb the social fabric of
the tribals.

Great Deserts :- According to reports, the growth of palm oil plantations
has replaced rich tropical ecosystems in southeast Asian countries like
Indonesia and Malaysia with monocultures – “green deserts” destroying
native animals and plants in the process.

A 2020 Malaysian study found that natural forests were much better carbon
sinks compared to oil palm monocultures. 

Higher gestation period is there and thus will not be good for smal farmers.

India’s national palm oil mission

The National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) hopes to end India’s
dependency on imports for cooking oil.

It will offer farmers an assured fixed price on the lines of the minimum
support price (MSP). As reported earlier by ThePrint, in case of market
volatility, palm oil farmers will be paid the price difference via direct benefit
transfer (DBT). 

The scheme will also increase planting material assistance from Rs
12,000/hectare(ha) to Rs 29,000/ha with special assistance of Rs 250/plant
to rejuvenate old gardens. The government said that it will fix a formula
price, on a monthly basis derived from 14.3 per cent of the crude palm oil
market prices.

Such numerous incentives are needed because palm trees produce fruits
ready for oil extraction only after 4-5 years of planting, making cultivation
impossible for small farmers.
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Moreover, according to estimates, palm produces 10-46 times more oil/ha
than other oilseed crops, making it a leading candidate with enormous
cultivation potential.

4)India, Russia to expand cooperation in Central Asia :- India and
Russia are expecting to conclude the bilateral logistics agreement,
Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) , and a Navy to
Navy cooperation Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) when Russian
Defence Minister Gen Sergei Shoigu visits India later this year.

5)

Maritime zones are drawn using what the LOSC calls “baselines.” Unlike
inland waters, coastal waters rise and fall in tides. Rather than having
moving maritime boundaries, the baseline is fixed to begin at the low-water
line along the coast. The low-water line is derived from the coastal State’s
own charts.1

These zones are measured using nautical miles, a measurement based on
the circumference of the Earth.2 One nautical mile equals roughly 1.15
miles on land.

As seen in the graphic below, the LOSC divides the ocean into six
different zones:

1. Internal Waters 3. Contiguous Zone5. Continental Shelf2. Territorial
Sea4. Exclusive Economic Zone6. High Seas & Deep Ocean Floor

Maritime Zones Schematic:- 



thresholds.

While territorial seas are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the coastal
States, the coastal States’ rights are limited by the passage rights of other
States, including innocent passage through the territorial sea and transit
passage through international straits.

Contiguous Zone

States may also establish a contiguous zone from the outer edge of the
territorial seas to a maximum of 24 nautical miles from the baseline. This
zone exists to bolster a State’s law enforcement capacity and prevent
criminals from fleeing the territorial sea. Within the contiguous zone, a
State has the right to both prevent and punish infringement of fiscal,
immigration, sanitary, and customs laws within its territory and territorial
sea. Unlike the territorial sea, the contiguous zone only gives jurisdiction to
a State on the ocean’s surface and floor. It does not provide air and space
rights.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

Unlike other zones whose existence derived from earlier international law,
the EEZ was a creation of the LOSC. States may claim an EEZ that extends
200 nautical miles from the baseline. In this zone, a coastal State has the
exclusive right to exploit or conserve any resources found within the water,
on the sea floor, or under the sea floor’s subsoil. These resources
encompass both living resources, such as fish, and non-living resources,
such as oil and natural gas. 

States also have exclusive rights to engage in offshore energy generation
from the waves, currents, and wind within their EEZ. Article 56 also allows
States to establish and use artificial islands, installations and structures,
conduct marine scientific research, and protect and preserve the marine
environment through Marine Protected Areas.

2021-08-31 19:38:14
31st August 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions

A manifesto titled “The Revolutionary”, that was produced as
evidence in the Kakori conspiracy case of 1925, was written by

 a) Sachindra Nath Sanyal

 b) W.C. Banerjee

 c) Feroze Shah Mehta

 d) Badruddin Tyabji

2)The Anushilan Samiti formed in 1906 propounded

 a) The doctrine of ‘Council entry’ to weaken the British raj from within

 b) Constitutional methods to achieve administrative reforms

 c) Revolutionary violence as means for ending British rule in India

 d) British support for bringing social reforms in India

Page 133/137

TEMSIAS temsias.com

@temsias

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



3)Sandhya, Yugantar and Kal were:

 a) Revolutionary groups emerged after Non-cooperation movement.

 b) Newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activities

 c) Books written by Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

 d) Parallel governments formed during ‘Quit India’ movement

Prelims Specific News Items

1. PIB Shillong Organizes Webinar on ‘Unsung Heroes of
Meghalaya’ to Commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Source: This post is based on the article “PIB Shillong Organizes Webinar on
‘Unsung Heroes of Meghalaya’ to Commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”
published in PIB on 28th August 2021.

What is the News?

Press Information Bureau, Shillong has held a virtual discussion on ‘Unsung
Heroes of Meghalaya’ as part of the nationwide celebration of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

Important Unsung Heroes of Meghalaya:

U Tirot Sing Sylem:

U Tirot Sing was born in the year 1802 and died in the year 1835. He was
one of the chiefs of the Khasi people in the early 19th century.

He declared war and fought against the British for attempts to take over
control of the Khasi Hills.

U Sib Charan Roy:

U Sib Charan Roy was a Nationalist and socio-religious reformer, born in
1862 in Sohra, Meghalaya. He was the eldest son of Babu Jeebon Roy, the
‘Father of modern Khasis’.

He joined government service in 1891 as an A.S.I of police. But, he grew
disgusted with the oppressive measures resorted by the British
Government. Subsequently, he resigned from Government service in 1892.

He joined the Indian National Congress in 1920 and was the only Khasi who
attended the famous ‘Lahore Session’ of 1929 and had seen the flag
hosting and demand for ‘Purna Swaraj’ (complete independence) by the
Congress.

He started a monthly paper ‘U Nongphira’ (watchman).

Furthermore, he knew Sanskrit and translated the Hindu religious book
‘Bhagavad Gita’ into the Khasi language.

U Kiang Nangbah:

U Kiang Nangbah was a Khasi freedom fighter from Meghalaya who led an
uprising against the British. 

He was hanged by the British publicly at Iawmusiang in Jowai town in West
Jaintia Hills district in 1862. 
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A postage stamp was issued by the Government of India to commemorate
him in 2001. A government college was also opened at Jowai in 1967 in his
honour.

2)About Sambhar Lake:

Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland saline water body, located near
Jaipur in Rajasthan.

The lake is surrounded on all sides by the Aravali hills. The lake is spread
across Jaipur and Nagaur districts and also a part of Ajmer district in
Rajasthan.

The lake receives water from six rivers : Mantha, Rupangarh, Khari,
Khandela, Medtha and Samod.

Ramsar Site: The lake was also designated as a Ramsar site in 1990.

Salt Production: The lake produces 196,000 tonnes of clean salt every year,
which is around 9% of India’s salt production.

Migratory Birds: The lake attracts thousands of migratory birds every year.

In 2019, the death of more than 20,000 birds belonging to about 10 species
that migrate annually to the lake had made international headlines. Later,
it was found that the birds had died due to avian botulism.

About Avian botulism

It is a neuro-muscular illness caused by ingestion of toxin produced by the
bacterium Clostridium botulinum.

The bacteria is anaerobic in nature and is commonly found in the soil,
rivers, lakes and sea water.

It multiplies in decaying plant or animal materials. The bacteria produces
the toxin when it starts reproducing. It is often found in lakes in periods of
anoxic conditions and poor water quality.

There are eight types (A, B, C1, C2, D, E, F, and G) of botulinum toxin and
they are distinguishable when diagnosed.

Botulinum affects both humans and animals but the type of the toxin
varies. Botulinum C affects birds and A, B and E affects humans. 

3) Renovated Jallianwala Bagh sparks concern about erasure of
history :- 

History: A crowd of thousands had gathered at Jallianwala Bagh in
Amritsar on April 13, 1919, to peacefully protest against the arrest of two
nationalist leaders. Hundreds of Indians were killed that day when British
soldiers blocked all exits and started firing on them. General Reginald Dyer
had ordered the soldiers not to stop firing until all their ammunition was
exhausted.

What are the latest changes :- As part of the Bagh’s makeover, the walls
of the narrow lane – through which the soldiers led by Dyer accessed the
area – have been embossed with sculptures. The points of entry and exit to
the Bagh have also been changed, and a lotus pond has been built around
the main structure.

The “Shahidi Khu [Martyrs Well]”, where people cornered by the British
soldiers jumped in to to save themselves from the firing, has now been

Page 135/137

TEMSIAS temsias.com

@temsias

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



enclosed with a glass shield.

Author says that this is an attempt to glamourise and mystify the history
and thus the last traces of the pain and anguish of Jallianwala bagh are
erased by this.

It is a place where people should feel that pain, rather now they will enjoy
the scenic beauty of the bagh.

Hunter Commission Report on Jallianwala Bagh Massacre :- After the
terrible massacre at Jallianwala Bagh on 13th April, 1919, the Legislative
Council of the government of India constituted the Hunter Commission to
examine the mishap that occurred there. On that fateful day, at least a
thousand people including women, children and the elderly died, and
another 1500 were injured, on the orders of General Dyer. Lord William
Hunter led the investigating committee. The commission was formed on
29th October 1919.

The commission submitted its report on 26th May 1920. In it, the majority
of the members reprimanded Dyer for a ‘mistaken concept of duty’. It
concluded that the gathering was not the result of a conspiracy by Indians.
Martial law declared in Punjab was justified. It also concluded that Dyer
firing at the mob was justified except that he should have given a warning
first, and that the duration of the firing should have been shortened. (He
had ordered firing for ten minutes).

A minority report was submitted by the Indian members of the commission
who questioned the need for martial law at that time and also contested on
the severity of the disturbances.

About Rowlatt Act – The Rowlatt Act was passed by the British
government to increase their grip on power over the common folk. This law
was passed in March 1919 by the Imperial Legislative Council which gave
them the power to arrest any person without any trial. To abolish this act,
Gandhi and the other leaders called for a Hartal (suspension of work) to
show Indians’ objection to this rule, called the Rowlatt Satyagraha.

Arrest could have been done for a period of 2 years.

4) All about IAEA :- Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization
in 1957 within the United Nations family.

Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.

ROLE:- 

Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote
the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.

Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use
for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons.

Board of Governors:

22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic diversity) —
elected by the General Conference (11 members every year) – 2 year term.

At least 10 member states — nominated by the outgoing Board.

Board members each receive one vote.
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Other Functions:

Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and
budget.
Responsible for publishing IAEA standards.
Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA.
Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference
approval.

Programs:

Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).
Human Health Program.
Water Availability Enhancement Project.
International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel
Cycles, 2000.

EDITORIAL OF THE DAY 

Still hanging fire on transparency

In the Article author points out the evidences where Transparency by the
government has taken a back seat.

i) Political Parties in RTI : Author says that In 2013, the full bench of the
Central Information Commission (CIC) declared six national political parties
‘public authorities’ under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. Parties
were required to appoint Public Information Officers and submit themselves
to provisions of the transparency law. But even without obtaining a stay on
the Commission’s order from any Court, parties have steadfastly refused to
comply with the directive.

ii)Criminalization of Politics : In 2004, 24% of the Members of Parliament
had criminal cases pending against them. This figure rose to an alarming
43% after the 2019 general elections. In a bid to address this “malignancy”
of criminalisation which could be “fatal to democracy”, the apex court, in a
series of judgments, had directed political parties to declare and widely
publicise not just the criminal antecedents of candidates, but also inform
the electorate why these candidates were found to be more suitable by the
party than those without criminal backgrounds.

iii) Electoral Bond Scheme :- Author says that the ruling party introduced
the electoral bond scheme in 2018, opening the floodgates of unlimited
anonymous funding to political parties by Indian and foreign sources. The
Indian political system has traditionally been hostile to the idea of
transparency in electoral financing. Political parties have zealously opposed
any examination of the linkages between their governments’ policies and
decisions and the interests of their major donors. Electoral bonds have
dealt a further blow to people’s right to know and consolidated the role of
big money in electoral politics.

Why is there a need for more transparency :- Political parties are at
the heart of our democracy. They form governments that make policies
which have a profound impact on peoples’ lives. In the legislature, elected
representatives make laws that govern us. People, therefore, have a right
to know how political parties are functioning — who is funding them and
what principles they are keeping in mind while taking policy decisions,
supporting or opposing bills in the legislature, or while selecting candidates
for various elections.
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