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31 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

A Parliamentary System of Government is one in which

1. All political parties in the Parliament are represented in the
Government

2. The Government is responsible to the Parliament and can be
removed by it

3. The Government is elected by the people and can be removed by
them

4. The Government is chosen by the Parliament but cannot be
removed by it before completion of a fixed term

2) In the context of India, which one of the following is the
characteristic appropriate for bureaucracy?

  An agency for widening the scope of parliamentary democracy
An agency for strengthening the structure of federalism
An agency for facilitating political stability and economic growth

An agency for the implementation of public policy

3) Rajya Sabha has equal powers with Lok Sabha in

  the matter of creating new All India Services

  amending the Constitution

  the removal of the government

  making cut motions

Map of the day

Page 1/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



India and China Standoff was seen in these regions  

Prelims Specific News Items

1) India’s 14 Tiger Reserves get Global CA/TS recognition :- What is
the News?
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Environment Minister has announced that 14 Tiger Reserves from India
have received the accreditation of the Global Conservation Assured | Tiger
Standards (CA|TS).

Tiger Reserves that received Global CA|TS recognition:

India’s 14 tiger reserves that have received the accreditation of the Global
Conservation Assured|Tiger Standards(CA|TS) are:

Manas, Kaziranga and Orang Tiger Reserve in Assam

Satpura, Kanha, and Panna in Madhya Pradesh

Pench in Maharashtra

Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar

Dudhwa in Uttar Pradesh

Sunderbans in West Bengal

Parambikulam in Kerala,

Bandipur Tiger Reserve of Karnataka

Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu

Note: The three most popular tiger reserves in terms of tourist visitors:
Corbett (Uttarakhand), Ranthambore (Rajasthan), and Bandhavgarh
(Madhya Pradesh) do not figure in the list of 14 Tiger Reserves to get CA/TS
recognition.

 What is CA|TS?

CA|TS was officially launched in 2013. It has been developed by tiger and
protected area experts.

Purpose: It is a set of criteria that allows tiger sites to check if their
management will lead to successful tiger conservation.

It also sets minimum standards for effective management of target species
and encourages the assessment of these standards in relevant
conservation areas.

Other News Mentioned in the Article:

Status of Leopards, Co-predators, and Megaherbivores-2018 Report:

The Ministry of Environment has released this report. According to the
report, in 2018, the number of leopards in tiger range states of India was
12,852.

This was a significant increase when compared to 2014 where the figure
stood at 7,910 leopards.

States: A maximum of these leopards are found in Madhya Pradesh (3,421)
followed by Karnataka (1,783), and Maharashtra (1,690).

2) Geo-imaging satellite “EOS-03” is scheduled for launch in third
quarter of 2021 :- 

What is the News?
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Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) is scheduled to launch a geo-
imaging satellite named “EOS-03” in the third quarter of 2021.

About EOS-03:

EOS-03 is a geo-imaging satellite for earth observation. The satellite is
capable of imaging the whole country four-five times daily.

The satellite would enable near real-time monitoring of natural disasters
like floods and cyclones.

In addition to natural disasters, the satellite would also enable monitoring
of water bodies, crops, vegetation conditions, and forest cover changes.

Other Facts Mentioned in the Article:

About Small Satellite Launch Vehicle(SSLV):

SSLV is a small-lift launch vehicle being developed by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO).

Features: They are cost-effective, three-stage, all-solid launch vehicles with
a payload capability of 500 kg to 500 km planar orbit or 300 kg to Sun-
Synchronous Polar Orbit.

Benefits: SSLV is ideal for the on-demand, quick turn-around launch of
small satellites.

Launch Date: The first developmental flight of SSLV is scheduled for the
fourth quarter of 2021 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

3) Lovlina assures India of a second medal :- India’s quest for a
second medal at the Tokyo Olympics gained a fillip as Lovlina
Borgohain punched her way into the women’s welterweight (69 kg) boxing
semifi nal, which guaranteed her a bronze.

4) What is parliamentary privilege? Parliamentary privilege refers to
rights and immunities enjoyed by Parliament as an institution and MPs in
their individual capacity, without which they cannot discharge their
functions as entrusted upon them by the Constitution. 

Are these parliamentary privileges defined under law? According to
the Constitution, the powers, privileges and immunities of Parliament and
MP's are to be defined by Parliament. No law has so far been enacted in
this respect. In the absence of any such law, it continues to be governed by
British Parliamentary conventions. 

What is breach of privilege? A breach of privilege is a violation of any of
the privileges of MPs/Parliament. Among other things, any action 'casting
reflections' on MPs, parliament or its committees; could be considered
breach of privilege. This may include publishing of news items, editorials or
statements made in newspaper/magazine/TV interviews or in public
speeches. 

5) Differently abled to scale the Siachen to set record :- retired
special forces personnel, under CLAW Global, will lead a group of diff
erently abled people to attempt a world record by trekking the Siachen
Glacier, the world’s highest battlefield.
“The Government of India has accorded sanction to Team CLAW to lead a
team of people with disabilities to scale Siachen Glacier and create a new
world record for the largest team of people with disabilities to scale the
world’s highest battlefield,”
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6) While the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test , or NEET (UG), is
the common all India entrance test for students seeking to enter into an
MBBS course, including dental (BDS) and AYUSH (BAMS, BUMS, BHMS, etc.)
courses, at government and private institutions, NeXT is envisaged as a
uniform exit test.

NeXT will count as the qualifying final for MBBS students, which they will
have to clear to either obtain a licence to practice modern medicine in India
or for obtaining merit-based allocation of PG seats for pursuing
specialisation, which implies that NEET PG will be discontinued. Students
who have received their medical degree abroad, too, will have to clear
NeXT to practice in India.

7) About Eight Core Sectors:

These comprise 40.27% of the weight of items included in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).

Index of Industrial Production:

IIP is an indicator that measures the changes in the volume of production of
industrial products during a given period.

It is compiled and published monthly by the National Statistical Office
(NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

It is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industry groups
classified under:

Broad sectors, namely, Mining, Manufacturing, and Electricity.

Use-based sectors, namely Basic Goods, Capital Goods, and Intermediate
Goods.

Base Year for IIP is 2011-2012

The eight core sector industries in decreasing order of their
weightage: Refinery Products> Electricity> Steel> Coal> Crude
Oil> Natural Gas> Cement> Fertilizers.

2021-07-30 22:13:29
30 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions :- 

Cairo Consensus was recently seen in the news. Which of the
following statements are related to the Cairo Consensus?

a. The consensus aims to reduce global warming in African Countries

b. The consensus aims to take welfare-based approach for
population control

c. The consensus aims to take welfare-based approach for population
control

d. The consensus aims to provide free vaccine for low- and marginal-
income populations.
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2) Consider the following statements regarding Government
Securities (G-secs)

1. It is a tradable instrument issued by the Central Government or the State
Governments.

2. State Governments can issue both, treasury bills and bonds or dated
securities. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and 2

Neither 1 nor 2

3) Consider the following statements regarding Artemis Accords

1. It aims to ensure space exploration is conducted in a safe, sustainable
and transparent manner.

2. India is a founding member of this accord 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and 2

Neither 1 nor 2

In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills and bonds or
dated securities. While the State Governments issue only bonds or dated
securities which are called the State Development Loans (SDLs). 

Artemis Accords ensures that space exploration is conducted in a safe,
sustainable and transparent manner and in full compliance with
international law. 

The founding members of the Artemis Accords are Australia, Canada,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, and the
US. 

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) King Chilli ‘Raja Mircha’ from Nagaland exported to London for the
first time :- What is the News?

The consignment of ‘Raja Mircha’ also referred as king chilli from Nagaland
was exported to London via Guwahati by air for the first time.

About Raja Mircha:

Raja Mircha is a chilli from Nagaland. It is also referred to as king chilli or
Bhoot Jolokia and Ghost pepper.

Genus: This chilli belongs to the genus Capsicum of the family Solanaceae.
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GI Tag: It got the Geographical Indication(GI) certification in 2008.

Significance: It has been considered as the world’s hottest chilli and is
constantly on the top five in the list of the world’s hottest chilies based on
the Scoville Heat Units (SHUs).

2) Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya students have detected Eight
Asteroids as part of the Khagolshala Asteroid Search Campaign
2021.

About Khagolshala Asteroid Search Campaign:

Khagolshala Asteroid Search Campaign(KASC) is an initiative of the Office
of Principal Scientific Adviser, Government of India, and SPACE Foundation.

The campaign is the India chapter of an international student research
program that has got students involved in the search for asteroids.

Under the campaign, high-quality astronomical data sets are distributed to
students through the PANSTARRS telescope for analysis and identification
of asteroids.

The students then analyze the data using software, which then leads to
potential discoveries.

3) Khadi and Village Industries Commission(KVIC) in c ollaboration
with the Border Security Force (BSF) has planted 1000 bamboo saplings
at Tanot village in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan under Project BOLD.

About Project BOLD:

Project BOLD (Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought ) is an initiative of
Khadi and Village Industries Commission(KVIC).

Purpose: The project seeks to create bamboo-based green patches in arid
and semi-arid land zones of the country.

It is a unique scientific exercise serving the combined national objectives of
reducing desertification and providing livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural
industry support

Why was Bamboo chosen for the Project?

Bamboo grows very fast and in about three years’ time. Hence, they could
be harvested.

Bamboo is also known for conserving water and reducing evaporation of
water from the land surface, which is an important feature in arid and
drought-prone regions.

4) Sachar Committee :- The Sachar Committee was a seven-member
High Level Committee in India established in March 2005 by then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. The committee was headed by former Chief
Justice of Delhi High Court Rajinder Sachar to study the social,
economic and educational condition of Muslims in India. The
committee submitted its report in 2006 and the report was available in
public domain in 30 November 2006.

5) Crowding out Explained :- 

Definition: A situation when increased interest rates lead to a reduction in
private investment spending such that it dampens the initial increase of
total investment spending is called crowding out effect.
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Description: Sometimes, government adopts an expansionary fiscal policy
stance and increases its spending to boost the economic activity. This leads
to an increase in interest rates. Increased interest rates affect private
investment decisions. A high magnitude of the crowding out effect may
even lead to lesser income in the economy.

With higher interest rates, the cost for funds to be invested increases and
affects their accessibility to debt financing mechanisms. This leads to lesser
investment ultimately and crowds out the impact of the initial rise in the
total investment spending. Usually the initial increase in government
spending is funded using higher taxes or borrowing on part of the
government.

Editorials of the Day 

The epoch of cyberweapons



Cyberattacks during the past decades

 Beginning with the 2007 devastating cyberattack on Estonia’s
critical infrastructure, this was followed by the Stuxnet worm
attack a few years later on Iran’s nuclear facility.
The Shamoon virus attack on Saudi Aramco occurred in 2012.
In 2016, a cyberattack occurred on Ukraine’s State power grid; in
2017 there was a Ransomware attack (NotPetya) which affected
machines in as many as 64 countries.
United Kingdom’s National Health Service fell prey
to Wannacry attack the same year/
The series of attacks happened this year on Ireland’s Health Care
System and in the United States such as ‘SolarWinds’, the cyber
attack on Colonial Pipeline and JBS, etc.

What are the threats posed by cyberattacks?

Cyberweapons carry untold capacity to distort systems and
structures — civilian or military.
Cyberweapons also interfere with democratic processes,
aggravate domestic divisions and, above all, unleash forces over
which established institutions or even governments have little
control.
As more and more devices are connected to networks, the cyber
threat is only bound to intensify, both in the short and the medium
term.
What is especially terrifying is that instruments of everyday use can
be infected or infiltrated without any direct involvement of
the target.
The possibilities for misuse are immense and involve far graver
consequences to an individual, an establishment, or the
nation.
It is not difficult to envisage that from wholesale espionage, this
would become something far more sinister such as sabotage.

Way forward

Deeper understanding:  Dealing with ‘zero day’
vulnerabilities require far more thought and introspection than
merely creating special firewalls or special phones that are
‘detached’ from the Internet.
Recognising the mindset: What is needed is a deeper
understanding of not only cyber technologies, but also recognising
the mindsets of those who employ spyware of the Pegasus
variety, and those at the helm of companies such as the NSO.
Short-term remedies are unlikely to achieve desired results.
No use of AI: Artificial Intelligence (AI) is often seen as a kind
of panacea for many of the current problems and ills, but all
advances in technology tend to be a double-edged sword.
If truth be told, AI could in turn make all information warfare —
including cyber related — almost impossible to detect, deflect
or prevent, at least at the current stage of development of AI
tools.

Conclusion

All this suggests that security in the era of ever-expanding cyberweapons
could become an ever-receding horizon.

Extra Fact

Zero-day vulnerability
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The term “zero-day” refers to a newly discovered software
vulnerability.
Because the developer has just learned of the flaw, it also means
an official patch or update to fix the issue hasn’t been
released.
So, “zero-day” refers to the fact that the developers have “zero
days” to fix the problem that has just been exposed — and perhaps
already exploited by hackers.

Editorial 02 : The long road to winning the battle against
trafficking

Context
Every year July 30 is celebrated as the United Nations World
Day against Trafficking in Persons.
Recently, the Ministry of Women and Child Development
released Draft anti-trafficking Bill, the Trafficking in Persons
(Prevention, Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021.

India’s vulnerability to human trafficking
Rising Labour trafficking: As per a report, an estimated 9,000
children have been rescued after being trafficked for labour,
between April 2020 and June 2021.

It means 21 children have been trafficked every day over
nearly 15 months.

Rampant child marriages: over 10,000 cases were tracked
between April and August 2020.
US. Department of State’s report on global human
trafficking: classifies India as a Tier-2 country as India does not
fully meet the minimum standards under U.S. and international law
for eliminating trafficking, but is making significant efforts to
comply.

Causes for increased vulnerability
Covid virus Impact

Desire for cheap labour by various industries to offset
losses occurred due to virus results in the trafficking of
children.
loss of income and economic crisis, causing families’
reduced capacity to care for children in the long-term,
placing children at the heightened risk for violence, neglect
or exploitation.
Loss of parental care due to death, illness or separation
further increases the vulnerability of children towards
trafficking.
Erosion of some of the checks against child
labour and child marriage provided by law, as well as the
scrutiny of schools and society.

Increase in Internet access: has also led to increased cyber-
trafficking in the present times.

Use of popular social media platforms and free
messaging apps to contact and lure young people, under
the pretext of offering him employment.
Once removed from their locality, they face challenges of
limited resources, unfamiliarity with the area and perhaps
the local language.

Lack of reporting by the victim: due to threat of violence from
the trafficker and absence of any identifiable authority to approach
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other than the police, who are often seen as threats themselves,
make it nearly impossible for trafficked persons to report the
incident.
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on the effects of
the pandemic on trafficking: It found that-

Traffickers are taking advantage of the loss of livelihoods
and the increasing amount of time spent online to entrap
victims, including by advertising false jobs on social media.
Increased demand for child sexual exploitation material
online due to lockdowns.

Evidence of Governance deficit in countering
human trafficking

Official Data deficit on human trafficking: Recently, the
government has accepted in parliament that it does not maintain
any national-level data specific to cyber trafficking cases.
Lack of evidence about the efficacy of schemes launched by
the Ministry of Home Affairs to improve investigation and
prosecution of cybercrimes.
Lack of implantation of policies: as illustrated by the state of
the Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs).

They are specialised district task forces comprising
police and government officials.
Out of 330 AHTUs envisioned in 2010, only about 225 AHTUs
had been set up, but only on paper till august 2020, as per
an RTI response.

Issues with the draft Bill
Increasing the role of the National Investigation
Agency should further be discussed by all stakeholders.
Introduction of the death penalty in some cases: it
must be revisited as there is no evidence of death penalty
have any greater deterrence on crime.

Failure of investigation machinery: due to poor quality of
investigation, prosecutors and the judges find it difficult to convict
the alleged criminals. As per government data, there were 140
acquittals and only 38 convictions in 2019.

Way forward
Strengthen AHTUs: by ensuring adequate funds and
functionaries.

They could provide crucial ground-level data on the
methods and patterns of traffickers, which in turn can
strengthen community-based awareness and
vigilance activities.

Learning from global best practices such as in Nigeria, Africa,
and implanting them in the Indian context.
Government should work on the larger framework to protect women
and children by incentivising education and creating safe
employment opportunities.
Better and effective implementation of existing laws rather
than formulating the new ones like the Draft Anti-trafficking bill
2021.

The draft Bill also provides for AHTUs/committees at the
national, state and district levels.
Legislating without the political will to implement
and monitor effectiveness is futile.

Ensuring speedy justice delivery system: by introducing proper
case management system to give meaning to the “fast track”
courts.
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2021-07-30 13:03:41
29th July 2021 Daily current Affairs

Questions of the Day 

1. Mendez principles sometimes seen in news are? 

1.  set of standards for non-coercive interviewing
2. safeguards to be followed at nuclear installations
3. ethical best practices in the area of genetic testing
4. vaccination protocols governing prisoners of war

2)Global Economic Prospects Report is released by? 

 IMF

 WEF

 WB

 UNDP

3) Consider the following statements 

1. Black carbon is not harmful.  
2. Black carbon is formed through the incomplete combustion of fossil

fuels, biofuel, and biomass. 
3. Blue carbon includes coastal carbon sink  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 1 and 2 only

 2 and 3 only

 1 and 3 only 

 All of the above

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) About Nauka Module:

Nauka is the Russian word for ‘Science’. It will serve as Russia’s main
research facility on the International Space Station(ISS).

The module will replace Pirs, a Russian module on the ISS used as a
docking port for spacecraft and as a door for cosmonauts to go out on
spacewalks.

The module will bring to the ISS another oxygen generator, a spare bed,
another toilet, and a robotic cargo crane built by the European Space
Agency(ESA).

2)Parliament has passed the Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021

Parliament has passed the Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021. The bill aims
to replace the 90-year-old Lighthouse Act 1927.
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Background:

The administration and management of Lighthouse and Lightships in India
is governed by Lighthouse Act 1927 for safe navigation.

At the time of the enactment of the Lighthouse Act 1927, there were only
32 Lighthouses in then British India.

Presently, there are 195 Lighthouses and a number of advanced radio and
digital aids to navigation administered under the said Act.

The new Act has been enacted to provide an appropriate statutory
framework that reflects the modern role of marine aids in navigation.
Further, to be in compliance with India’s obligations under International
Conventions.

Key Features of the Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021: The bill
seeks to provide a framework for the development, maintenance, and
management of aids to navigation in India. The key features include:

Application: The Bill applies to the whole of India including various
maritime zones including territorial waters, continental shelf, and exclusive
economic zone.

Aid to navigation: The Bill defines aid to navigation as a device, system or
external to the vessels designed and operated to enhance the safety and
efficiency of navigation of vessels and vessel traffic.

Director General of Aids to Navigation: The central government can
appoint the Director General to advise the central government on matters
related to aids to navigation, among others.

Central Advisory Committee: The central government may appoint a
Central Advisory Committee(CAC) having special knowledge of the sector.

Management of Vessel Traffic: The central government will be
responsible for the development, maintenance and management of all
general aids to navigation and vessel traffic services.

Levy of marine aids to navigation dues: The Central Government can
prescribe rates for marine aids to navigation dues. These dues will be
levied and collected for every ship arriving at or departing from any port in
India. Proceeds thereof shall be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.

Heritage Lighthouse: The Central Government can designate any aid to
navigation under its control as a “heritage lighthouse”. In addition to their
function as aids to navigation, such lighthouses will be developed for
educational, cultural, and tourism purposes.

Penalties: The Bill provides certain offences and penalties for intentionally
causing obstruction of reduction or damage to any aid to navigation or
vessel traffic services.

3)NASA is set to launch James Webb Space Telescope(JWST) . But
before it launches, NASA has to decide whether to rename the telescope.
This is because James Webb after whom the telescope is named was
alleged to have persecuted homosexuals when he had worked for the
government.

About James Webb Telescope:

James Webb Telescope is an international collaboration between NASA,
European Space Agency(ESA), and the Canadian Space Agency.
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The telescope will complement and is considered the successor of the
Hubble Space Telescope.

The telescope will use infrared light, which cannot be perceived by the
human eye, to study every phase in cosmic history.

4)About Agristack:

AgriStack is a proposed collection of technologies and digital databases
focusing on farmers and the agricultural sector.

The database will create a unified platform for farmers to provide them end-
to-end services across the agriculture food value chain.

Under the program, each farmer will have a unique digital identification
(farmers’ ID) which will be linked to their Aadhaar number.

Data to be collected by AgriStack may include personal details, the profile
of land held, production details, and financial details.

Editorial of the Day 

Editorial 01 :- Promoting fiscal federalism

Context

States are facing financial constraints in the backdrop of lockdown and
consequent dwindling revenue collection. The situation also highlights the
issues of fiscal federalism in India.

Issues facing fiscal federalism in India

1) Issue of 14% compensation

As per the Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment)
Act, compensation on account of the implementation of GST will be
available for a period of five years.
14% increment assurance: At the time of introducing the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) law assured States a 14% increase in their
annual revenue for five years (up to July 1, 2020).
But the Union government has deviated from the statutory
promise and has been insisting that States avail themselves of
loans.
The future interest liability of these loans should not be placed on
the shoulders of the States.
Borrowing limits built into loan: Moreover, the borrowing limit
of States, as per the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
Act, should not be built into these loans.

2) Conditional increase in borrowing limit

Last year, the Union government increased the borrowing ceiling of
the States from 3% to 5% for FY 2020-21.
But conditions are attached to 1.5% of the 2% of increased ceiling.
Attaching conditions for expenditure out of the borrowed amount
would clip the wings of the States and goes against the principle
of cooperative federalism.

Way forward

Introduce special rate: A special rate could be levied for a
specified period in order to raise additional resources to meet the
challenges posed by COVID-19 with the approval of the GST Council.
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As per Section 4(f) of Article 279A, the Union government can
consider introducing any special rate to raise additional
resources during the pandemic (any natural calamity or disaster).
The present GST compensation period will end in 2021-22.
Increase the period beyond five years:  Compensation beyond
five years requires a constitutional amendment.
If this period is not increased, it will create serious financial stress to
the States, especially to those which require higher compensation.

Conclusion

There is a need for measures on part of the Central government to
consolidate fiscal federalism in the aftermath of pandemic and
implementation of the GST regime in India.

Editorial 02 : Japanese education spells holistic development



‘sensitivity’. 
This approach aims at developing a knowledgeable mind which can
appreciate beauty and nature, hold a sense of justice, and respect
life and labour.

2. Shaping Social Behaviour

The elementary school curriculum is supplemented with subjects,
namely moral education, integrated studies and special
activities. This plays a tremendous role in building courteous and
mindful societies.
Moral education includes norms that define socially responsible and
considerate behaviour towards everyone including nature. 
Students as young as first graders take turns to clean their
classrooms, washrooms, serve school lunches, and water the plants
at school. 

Such a system reaps several benefits. As students do
various chores, it builds respect for labour, humility at a
young age and encourages responsible and mindful
behaviour towards the community. 

3. Experiential learning

Integrated studies encompass experiential learning and
independent thinking where students identify problems in their local
communities and think of solutions.
For example, children may create a disaster preparedness map
based on their own research. Activities such as these integrate
schools with community.
If we can train our children in identifying problems in their local
communities such as health ailments, pollution, waste disposal, etc.
and coach them in developing solution road maps, the gains to both
sides can be immense.
Any solution & analysis inculcates the practise of ‘kaizen’ — the
Japanese philosophy of continuous improvement.

4. Emphasis on Unity

Another notable aspect that defines Japanese society and education
system is ‘collectivism’. 
Unlike the West, Japan is a collectivist society. Working as a group
and group harmony is fundamental to this society
The belief that one wins only when the group wins, generates
equitable and united societies.
Education includes activities which promotes the idea of Unity &
Collectivism.

Conclusion

The Japanese education philosophy transitioned from an extremely
examination-focused, rote memorisation-based approach to the ‘Chi-
Toku-Tai’ approach in the 1970s. 
The results are visible with high Civic Consciousness among
Japanese as well as top rank in the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA). 
It is time India learn from this model.

Editorial 03 : No need for a drastic population policy

Synopsis: 

Data from Assam and Uttar Pradesh show that fertility rates have been
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reducing over time.

Introduction

The Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation and Welfare) Bill of
2021 promotes a two-child policy. A similar law has also been proposed in
Assam as well. The Assam CM announced a ‘population army’ to curb
the birth rate in Muslim-dominated areas in lower Assam.

Decreasing fertility rates in India:

The population projection published by the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare in 2019 mentioned that U.P. will reach a replacement rate
(the rate at which women give birth to enough babies to sustain population
levels) of 2.1 by 2025, and Assam by 2020.

According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-2 data, the
total fertility rate (TFR) in 1998-99 in U.P. was 3.87. It was
decreasing in UP. The NFHS-5 data for 2019-20 for U.P. has not
been published.
The fertility trend for Assam is even starker. According to NFHS
data, Assam had a TFR of 3.5 in 1992-93, which decreased to 1.9 in
2019-20.

Does the fertility rate depend on religion?

The fertility rate does not depend on religion. It depends on socio-
economic characteristics like education, income, maternal and child
health conditions, and other associated factors.

Source: The Hindu 

The district-wise fertility rates for Hindus and Muslims in four States: U.P.,
Assam, West Bengal, and Bihar have shown in the graph. It is clear from
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the graphs that there is a positive relationship between the fertility
rates of Hindus and Muslims.

In other words, in districts where Hindus have a high fertility rate, the
fertility rate of Muslims is also high.

Problem of ageing

As per the population projection report, the proportion of people aged 60
years and above will increase from 13.8% in 2011 to 23.1% in 2036.

Conclusion

India’s decades-old population policy has achieved replacement level
fertility in the country without taking any coercive measures. Governments
should have faith in these time-tested policies and respect the choices of
people, rather than impose warped and motivated ideas regarding
demography on the people.

2021-07-30 12:39:58
27th and 28th July 2021 - Daily Current Affairs

Questions 

Which of the following statement(s) is/are incorrect with respect to
UNESCO Heritage Sites

1) Ahmedabad and Jaipur has been selected by UNESCO under Historic
Urban Landscape Project.

2) English Port city Liverpool has been removed from list of world heritage
sites due to concerns of overdevelopment.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.    1 only

b.  2 only

c.    Both 1 and 2

d.    Neither 1 nor 2

2) Viswamitri River originates from which of the following states?

a.    Madhya Pradesh

b.    Chhattisgarh

c.    Jharkhand

d.  Gujarat

3) Renewable Integration in India Report is launched by NITI Aayog
along with which of the following organizations?

a.   Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

b.   International Renewable Energy Agency (IREA)

c.   International Energy Agency (IEA)
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d.   Energy Information Administration (EIA)

Only two sites have been dropped from the UNESCO World Heritage List
previously, which include a wildlife sanctuary in Oman in 2007 after
poaching and habitat loss and the Dresden Elbe valley in Germany in 2009
after a four-lane bridge was built over the river.

4) Kakatiya Ramappa Temple is located in which of the following
states?

a.    Andhra Pradesh

b.    Karnataka

c.    Maharashtra

d.    Telangana

2) Which of the following explanations are correct for Gatekeeper
Model?

a.   It is developed to block malicious software

b.   It is proposed to avoid strikes in public companies

c.  It aims to prevent suicides in Prison

d.   It is used by farmers to prevent Human-Wild animal conflict

3) Consider the following statements with respective to Biological
Oxygen Demand (BOD)

1. It is the amount of dissolved oxygen needed by microorganisms to
decompose organic matter under aerobic reaction.

2. The quality of water increases with an increase in Dissolved Oxygen
levels.

3. The more organic matter like sewage and polluted bodies of water
means the lesser is the BOD.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.  1 & 2 only

b.    2 & 3 only

c.    1 & 3 only

d.  All of the above

Prelims Specific News :- 

National web portal for sharing R&D facilities I-STEM enters Phase-
II :- Indian Science Technology and Engineering facilities Map (I-STEM)
Portal has been accorded an extension for five years until 2026 and enters
its second phase with added features.

About I-STEM Portal:

I-STEM was launched in 2020. It is a National Web portal for sharing R&D
(Research and Development) facilities.
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Purpose: The portal is the gateway for researchers to locate the specific
facility(ies) they need for their R&D work and identify the one that is either
located closest to them or available the soonest.

Initiatives: The Portal Is an initiative of the Office of the Principal Scientific
Adviser to the Government of India under the aegis of Prime Minister
Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council(PM-STIAC) mission.

2) Indian Naval Ship Talwar in Mombasa to Participate in Exercise
Cutlass Express 2021 :- What is the News?

Indian Naval Ship Talwar is participating in a multinational training Exercise
named “Cutlass Express 2021”. It is being conducted along the East Coast
of Africa.

About Exercise Cutlass Express:

Exercise Cutlass Express is an annual maritime exercise, conducted to
promote national and regional maritime security in East Africa and the
Western Indian Ocean.

3) About NISHTHA Programme:

NISHTHA stands for National Initiative for School Heads and Teachers
Holistic Advancement.

It is a capacity building programme for Improving Quality of School
Education through Integrated Teacher Training.

Aim: It aims to build competencies among all the teachers and school
principals at the elementary stage.

The functionaries (at the state, district, block, cluster level) shall be trained
in an integrated manner on learning outcomes, school based assessment,
learner – centred pedagogy, new initiatives in education, among others.

This training is being organized by constituting National Resource Groups
(NRGs) and State Resource Groups (SRGs) at the National and the State
level who will be training 42 lakhs teachers subsequently.

4) DIKSHA:

DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for School Education) is an initiative of the
National Council of Educational Research and Training(NCERT), Ministry of
Education.

Purpose: The platform offers engaging learning material, relevant to the
prescribed school curriculum, to teachers, students and parents.

5) Kandla Special Economic Zone(KASEZ) has become the first
Green SEZ after it received the IGBC Green Cities Platinum Rating
for Existing Cities.

About Kandla Special Economic Zone(KASEZ) as First Green SEZ:

Kandla has become the first green industrial city in India. It has received a
platinum rating after a rigorous audit and inspections conducted by Indian
Green Building Council (IGBC).

6) Govt. proposes to set up National Research Foundation (NRF) :-
On 26th July, 2021, Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Education
announced that the government of India is planning to set up a National
Research Foundation (NRF) with the primary aim to strengthen the
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country’s research ecosystem.

A budget of Rs 50,000 crore has been announced as total proposed outlay
for the NRF over a 5 year period.

About National Research Foundation (NRF)

The National Research Foundation (NRF) will be functioning as a structure
that will connect the industry, academia and the R&D of the country. One of
the primary aims of setting up the NRF is the facilitation and growth of
research capabilities and outcomes in those institutions (colleges,
universities, etc) where research capacity is currently developing. The
National Research Foundation (NRF) will also support and fund multi-
institutional, large scale, multi-investigator, high impact, multi-nation or
interdisciplinary projects which will be dine in association or collaboration
with the relevant departments or ministries as well as governmental and
non-governmental industries of the country.

7) 13-year-old skater Nishiya- Japan’s youngest gold medallist :- 13
years old Japanese skateboarder Momiji Nishiya won the gold medal at the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics. She became one of the youngest gold medalists ever
at the Olympic Games.



They are karate, skateboarding, surfing and sport climbing. Karate Martial
art, since the 1970s, has been a candidate for Olympic inclusion but the
organizers never agreed to accept this sport until the Tokyo Games
presented the perfect opportunity to showcase this sport from its
homeland.

9) Bangladesh is going to launch its own social media platform
named ‘Jogajog’ which is an alternative to the globally popular Facebook
and ‘Alapon’ which will be  an alternative of WhatsApp. 

5) On 25th July, 2021 the Green Sohra Afforestation Campaign at Sohra
(Cherrapunji) was launched by Home Minister Amit Shah. “Evergreen
Northeast”, was the slogan given for this campaign highlighting the
importance of tree plantation and afforestation. This campaign will be run
by the Assam Rifles and the Meghalaya

10) On July 14, the European Union introduced new legislation, Fit
for 55, to cut its GHG emissions by 55 per cent by 2030 and to net-
zero by 2050.

Implications of Fit for 55 :- Legal backing: It turns the EU’s
announcement into law, protecting it from the winds of political change.

It opens new markets for Indian industry, for example for electric vehicles.

CBAM: However, it also introduces a potentially adverse policy called the
carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM). CBAM is meant to
discourage consumers from buying carbon-intensive products and
encourage producers to invest in cleaner technologies.

What is CBAM? :- The EU has had a carbon emission trading system since
2005.

With Fit for 55, the EU’s carbon price is likely to go up.

High carbon price will make the EU’s domestic products more expensive
than imports from countries that do not have such rules.

The new CBAM is meant to level the playing field between domestic and
imported products.

CBAM will require foreign producers to pay for the carbon emitted while
manufacturing their products.

The adjustment will be applied to energy-intensive products that are widely
traded by the EU, such as iron and steel, aluminium, cement, fertiliser, and
electricity.

Why CBAM is a cause for concern for India?

India is Europe’s third-largest trading partner, and it does not have its own
carbon tax or cap.

So, CBAM should be a cause for concern for it.

A UNCTAD study predicts that India will lose $1-1.7 billion in exports of
energy-intensive products such as steel and aluminium.

India’s goods trade with the EU was $74 billion in 2020.

Editorials of the Day 

Emigration Bill 2021 does not go far enough
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Private Employment Agencies Convention No. 181 and the ILO
general principles and operational guidelines for fair recruitment.
The ILO Convention and guidelines recognises that it is employers,
not workers who should bear recruitment payments including
the costs of their visas, air travel, medical exams, and service
charges to recruiters.
Criminalise worker: The Bill permits government authorities
to punish workers by cancelling or suspending their
passports and imposing fines up to ₹50,000 for violating any of the
Bill’s provisions.
Criminalising the choices migrant workers make is deplorable, runs
contradictory to the purpose of protecting migrants and their
families, and violates international human rights standards.
 Recruiters and public officials could misuse the law to instil fear
among workers and report or threaten to report them.
Gender dimension not adequadely addressed: This Bill does
not also adequately reflect the gender dimensions of labour
migration where women have limited agency in recruitment
compared to their counterparts.
Women are more likely to be employed in marginalised and
informal sectors and/or isolated occupations in which labour,
physical, psychological, and sexual abuse are common.
Limited space for representation: The Bill also provides limited
space for worker representation or civil society engagement in the
policy and welfare bodies that it sets up.

Way forward

The Ministry of External Affairs must start at the top, and draft a
clearer purpose which explicitly recognises the contributions of
Indian workers, the unique challenges they face, and uphold the
dignity and human rights of migrants and their families.

Conclusion

The new Bill is better than the Emigration Act 1983, but more reforms are
needed to protect Indian workers.

Editorial 02 :- Evaluating India’s options in Afghanistan



Eurasian powers to protect its interests and stabilise Afghanistan.

Background

The U.S. is retreating from Afghanistan as part of a grand strategy
to take on China in maritime Asia. It has failed to defeat the Taliban
but has been successful in killing Osama Bin Laden and disrupting
al-Qaeda networks.
The Taliban is currently gaining more and more territory, which
raises a crucial question in front of India regarding its future
engagement in Afghanistan.

Evolution of Indo – Afghan relations

Barring a brief period in the 1990s, India has historically enjoyed
good ties with Afghanistan, which go back to the 1950 Treaty of
Friendship. 
Indian interests and influence suffered when the Taliban, backed by
Pakistan, captured Kabul in 1996. But India was back in action as
soon as the Taliban were ousted from power after the U.S. invasion
in 2001. 
India has made huge investments and commitments ever since,
which run into over $3 billion. It has cultivated strong economic and
defence ties with the Afghan government. 
Now, its again facing uncertainty in Afghanistan.

What can India do?

Talking with the Taliban: It would allow New Delhi to
seek security guarantees from the insurgents in return for
continued development assistance or other pledges. It will
also explore the possibility of the Taliban’s autonomy from Pakistan.

India should not overlook the deep ties between Pakistan’s
security establishment and the Haqqani Network. It is a
major faction within the Taliban that’s driving the successful
campaigns on the battlefield.  
However there is no guarantee that India’s quest for
engagement with the Taliban would produce a desirable
outcome. 

Enhance support towards Afghan Government: New Delhi
should also enhance aid to Afghanistan’s legitimate government
and security forces as Taliban is quickly expanding its territories. 

India should urgently step up training Afghan forces and
provide military hardware, intelligence and logistical and
financial support. This would enable Kabul to continue its
efforts to defend the cities. 

Regional Cooperation: It should work with other regional powers
for long-term stability in the country. There is a convergence of
interests between India and three key regional players in seeing
a political settlement in Afghanistan. 

For China, whose Xinjiang province shares a border
with Afghanistan, a jihadist-oriented Taliban regime would
not serve its internal interests. India should talk with
China, with the objective of finding a political settlement
and lasting stability in Afghanistan.
Russia, which fears that instability would spill over into the
former Soviet Republics, has already moved to secure its
Central Asian perimeter. Russia has cultivated links with the
Taliban in recent years. India would need Russia’s
support in any form of direct engagement with the Taliban.
Iran: For the Shia theocratic Iran, a Sunni Deobandi Taliban
with which it had almost gone to war in 1998, will continue
to remain an ideological, sectarian and strategic
challenge. Building strategic ties with Iran, irrespective
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of the U.S.’s policy towards the Islamic Republic, is essential
for India’s Afghan bets. 

Editorial 03 :- Needed, a more unified Asian voice for Afghanistan

In news: In the backdrop of US pull out of troops from Afghanistan, three
recent meetings are turning the spotlight on the Central Asia’s role in
dealing with the situation in Afghanistan

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) contact group on
Afghanistan 
SCO Defence Ministers in Tajikistan, 
Central and South Asia conference on regional connectivity in
Uzbekistan

Concerns for India in Central Asia

The same powers that invaded Afghanistan post 9/11, and declared
the Taliban leadership as UNSC-designated terrorists, are now
advocating talks with the Taliban
India’s original hesitation in opening talks with the Taliban has
cut India out of the current reconciliation process. 
The end of any formal dialogue between India and Pakistan since
2016 and trade since 2019, have resulted in Pakistan blocking
India’s over-land access to Afghanistan
India’s alternative route through Chabahar, though
operational, cannot be viable or cost-effective also long as U.S.
sanctions on Iran are in place.
India’s boycott of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) make
another route to Afghanistan off-limits.
U.S. has announced a new, surprise formation of a “Quad” on
regional connectivity — U.S.-Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan that
does not include India
All the above portends to India’s narrowing window of engagement
in Central Asia.

What are the calculation of Central Asian neighbours?

Necessity of Afghanistan for access to Ocean: First is that
prosperity for these land-locked countries can only flow from access
through Afghanistan to the closest ocean, i.e. the Indian Ocean. 
Need for Taliban’s Support: Second, all transit through
Afghanistan depends on guarantees of safe passage from the
Taliban, backed by the group’s mentors in Pakistan. Therefore,
Central Asian countries have been at the forefront of mediation of
talks with Taliban. 
Alignment with China: Third, all five Central Asian Countries are
now a part of China’s BRI. Tying their connectivity initiatives with
Beijing’s BRI will bring the double promise of investment and some
modicum of control over Pakistan.

Given the above, New Delhi’s room for manoeuvre with the five Central
Asian countries on Afghanistan appears limited.

Way Ahead for India 

Realizing Common Concerns: India and the Central Asian States
share common concerns about an Afghanistan overrun by the
Taliban and under Pakistan’s thumb: the worries of battles at their
borders, safe havens for jihadist terror groups inside Afghanistan
and the spill-over of radicalism into their own countries.
Supporting Afghan Government: India to work with Central
Asian states, and other neighbours to shore up finances for
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the Afghanistan government to ensure that the government
structure does not collapse

Fighting Terror: As part of the SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS), India must also step up its engagement with the
Central Asian countries on fighting terror.
Supporting Afghan Defence Forces: India can support the
Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) where it
needs it most: in terms of air power. 
Engaging with Pakistan: India’s reluctant discussions with the
Taliban leadership make little sense unless a less tactical and more
strategic engagement with Pakistan is also envisaged.

2021-07-30 12:14:34
26 July 2021 Daily The hindu Current Affairs

Questions of the Day 

Justice Amitava Roy panel was seen in news recently. The
committee has been formed towards which of the following
objective?

Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes

Digital payments

Prison reforms

Co-operative societies

2) Brandenburg Test often in news is related to?

Right to diplomatic immunity

Right to free speech

Right to free legal aid

Right against self-incrimination

3) Consider the following statements regarding Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK):

1. They are agricultural extension centres created by ICAR and its affiliated
institutions at district level.

2. The KVK scheme is 100% financed by the Government of India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and 2

Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :- The Brandenburg test was established in Brandenburg
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v. Ohio, to determine when inflammatory speech intending to advocate
illegal action can be restricted. 

Detail: In Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969), the ‘clear and present danger’ test
was expanded, and the ‘imminent lawless action’ test was laid down by the
U.S. Supreme Court, which the court has followed since. This test states,
“The constitutional guarantees of free speech and free press do not permit
the state to forbid or proscribe advocacy of the use of force or of law
violation, except where such advocacy is directed to inciting or producing
imminent lawless action”. 

The word ‘imminent’ used in the judgment is very important.
Imminent means ‘likely to happen very soon,’ ‘at hand,’ or ‘fast
approaching.’ 

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) China to activate world’s first clean Nuclear Reactor :- Scientist of
the Chinese government has unveiled plans for an experimental nuclear
reactor that does not require water for cooling. 

This reactor will run on liquid thorium instead of uranium and is expected to
be safer than the traditional reactors. As molten salt, when exposed to air,
cools and solidifies quickly thus insulating the thorium, causing any
potential leak to spill very little radiation into the environment compared to
the leaks from traditional reactors.

2) Golden Rice in Philippines : - The government issued a bio safety
permit which paves way for this rice which is enriched with beta-carotene
the vitamin A-precursor and makes this rice more nutritional.

Vitamin A is crucial for development and normal growth, vision and the
proper functioning of the immune system. The data of World Health
Organization show that vitamin A deficiency causes up to 5,00,000 cases of
childhood blindness every year

3) United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UNESCAP) is the regional development arm of the United Nations
for the Asia-Pacific region.

It has 53 Member States and 9 Associate Members from Asia-Pacific Region
including India.

Established: 1947

Headquarters: Bangkok, Thailand

Objective: To overcome some of the region’s greatest challenges by
providing results-oriented projects, technical assistance and capacity
building to member States.

4) Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme (Central Sector Scheme) for manufacturing
Speciality Steel (SS) with a budgetary outlay of Rs 6,322 crore over a
period of five years from 2023-24.

Speciality Steel

It is value-added steel, which is made by processing normal finished steel.
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It is done by converting normal finished steel into high value-added steel by
way of coating, plating and heat treatment.

Apart from the automobile sector and specialised capital goods, they can
be used in various strategic applications such as defence, space, power etc.

SS are categorized in various types such as, coated/plated steel products,
high strength/wear resistant steel, speciality rails, alloy steel products and
steel wires, electrical steel etc.

5) On 23rd July, India paid tribute to the freedom fighter Chandra
Shekahr Azad on his birth anniversary.

Key Points

Birth: Azad was born on 23rd July 1906 in the Alirajpur district of Madhya
Pradesh.

Early Life: Chandra Shekhar, then a 15-year-old student, joined a Non-
Cooperation Movement in December 1921. As a result, he was arrested.

On being presented before a magistrate, he gave his name as "Azad" (The
Free), his father's name as "Swatantrata" (Independence) and his residence
as "Jail".

Therefore, he came to be known as Chandra Shekhar Azad.

Contribution to Freedom Movement: 

Hindustan Republican Association: After the suspension of the non-
cooperation movement in 1922 by Gandhi, Azad joined Hindustan
Republican Association (HRA).

HRA was a revolutionary organization of India established in 1924 in East
Bengal by Sachindra Nath Sanyal, Narendra Mohan Sen and Pratul Ganguly
as an offshoot of Anushilan Samiti.

Members: Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Sukhdev, Ram Prasad
Bismil, Roshan Singh, Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajendra Lahiri.

Kakori Conspiracy: Most of the fund collection for revolutionary activities
was done through robberies of government property. In line with the same,
Kakori Train Robbery near Kakori, Lucknow was done in 1925 by HRA.

The plan was executed by Chandrashekhar Azad, Ram Prasad Bismil,
Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajendra Lahiri, and Manmathnath Gupta.

Hindustan Socialist Republican Association: HRA was later reorganised as
the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA).

It was established in 1928 at Feroz Shah Kotla in New Delhi by
Chandrasekhar Azad, Ashfaqulla Khan, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and
Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee.

HSRA planned the shooting of J. P. Saunders, a British Policeman at Lahore
in 1928 to avenge the killing of Lala Lajpat Rai.

Death: He died at Azad Park in Allahabad on 27th February 1931

6) Telangana’s Ramappa temple inscribed as UNESCO World
Heritage Site :- 
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Terms to Know:

About International Council on Monuments and Sites(ICOMOS):

ICOMOS is a non-governmental international organisation
associated with UNESCO. It was founded in 1965 in Warsaw as a
result of the Venice Charter of 1964.
Its mission is to promote the conservation, protection, use, and
enhancement of monuments, building complexes, and sites.
ICOMOS is also an Advisory Body of the World Heritage
Committee for the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention of UNESCO.
Partner Organization: ICOMOS is a partner and founding member
of the Blue Shield, which works to protect the world’s cultural
heritage threatened by wars and natural disasters.
Headquarters: Paris, France.

7) About NDRF :- 

About NDRF:

The Disaster Management Act has made the statutory provisions for
constitution of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the purpose of
specialized response to natural and man-made disasters.

Why was it needed?

Two national calamities in quick succession in the form of Orissa Super
Cyclone (1999) and Gujarat Earthquake (2001) brought about the
realization of the need of having a specialist response mechanism at
National Level to effectively respond to disasters. This realization led to the
enactment of the DM Act on 26 Dec 2005.

ROLE AND MANDATE OF NDRF:

Specialized response during disasters.
Proactive deployment during impending disaster situations.
Acquire and continually upgrade its own training and skills.
Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals and Mock Drills.
Impart basic and operational level training to State Response Forces
(Police, Civil Defence and Home Guards).
Community Capacity Building Programme.
Organize Public Awareness Campaigns

8) Union Home Minister launches the Green Sohra Afforestation
Campaign :- 

What is the News?

The Union Home Minister has launched the Green Sohra Afforestation
Campaign at Sohra (Cherrapunji).

About Green Sohra Afforestation Campaign:

Green Sohra Afforestation Campaign is a campaign of the
Assam Rifles.
Under the campaign, the entire area of Cherrapunji is going to be
adopted by Assam Rifles for plantation.
So when the trees are cut for fuel and other uses, 80% of the
total land will be planted with traditional and long lifespan trees.
The remaining 20% will be used for animal feed, ornamental plants,
and nursery which will meet all the requirements and help reduce
the feeling of long lifespan trees.
With this technique, multi-level farming is done, and the forest
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grows 30 times faster and after 3 years it becomes free of
maintenance.

About Greater Sohra Water Project:

The Project was launched by the Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region(DoNER) and the Government of Meghalaya
under the North-East Special Infrastructure Scheme.
The project is a part of the Prime Minister’s ambitious project Jal
Jeevan Mission.
The project aims to provide pure drinking water through taps to
every household in Sohra (Cherrapunji) region.

About Cherrapunji:

Cherrapunji or Sohra is a subdivisional town in the East Khasi
Hills district in Meghalaya.It is the traditional capital of ka hima
Sohra (Khasi tribal kingdom).
Sohra has often been credited as being the wettest place on
Earth, but for now nearby Mawsynram currently holds that
distinction.
However, Cherrapunji still holds the all-time record for the most
rainfall in a calendar month and in a year.

About North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme(NESIDS):

NESIDS is a Central Sector Scheme launched by the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region(DoNER) in 2017.
Aim: The Project aims to ensure focused development of the North
East Region by providing financial assistance for projects of

physical infrastructure relating to water supply, power,
connectivity to enhance tourism and
social sector for creation of infrastructure in the areas of
primary and secondary sectors of education and health.

9) ‘Spouses’ presence not mandatory for OCI card’ :- The Delhi High
Court has said that the Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) cannot insist on the physical or virtual presence
of both the spouses for processing Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) card
applications for one of them.

Recently, the government has notified a consolidated list of rights
of the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI).

The rights and restrictions are not new, they have been notified previously
in 2005, 2007, and 2009. They were also mentioned in an OCI brochure
published by the Ministry of Home Affairs in November 2019.

Key Points

Multiple Entry Lifelong Visa:

OCI cardholders will be entitled to get multiple entry lifelong visas for
visiting India for any purpose.

Prior Permission:

OCI cards would need prior permission for a set of activities that include
research, journalism, mountaineering, missionary or Tablighi work, and
visits to restricted areas.

Parity with Non Resident Indians (NRIs):

OCI cardholders will enjoy parity with NRIs in adoption of children,
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appearing in competitive exams, purchase or sale of immovable property
barring agricultural land and farmhouses, and pursuing professions such as
doctors, lawyers, architects, and chartered accountants.

Parity with Indian Nationals:

They have parity with Indian nationals in the matter of domestic air fares,
entry fees to monuments and public places.

Entrance Exams and Admissions:

OCIs can appear for all-India entrance tests such as National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET), Joint Entrance Examination (Mains), Joint Entrance
Examination (Advanced) or such other tests to make them eligible for
admission only against any NRI seat or any supernumerary seat.

The OCI cardholder shall not be eligible for admission against any seat
reserved exclusively for Indian citizens.

Other Economic, Financial and Educational fields:

In respect of all other economic, financial and educational fields not
specified in the latest notification or the rights and privileges not covered
by the notifications made by the Reserve Bank of India under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act, 1999, the OCI cardholder shall have the same
rights and privileges as a foreigner.

Exemption:

They are exempted from registration with the Foreigners’ Regional
Registration Officer (FRRO) for any length of stay in India.

Foreigners visiting India who hold long-term visas (more than 180 days) are
required to register their presence in India with the Foreigners’ Regional
Registration Office (FRRO).

Restrictions:

There will be no restriction in visiting religious places and attending normal
religious activities like attending religious discourses.

However, preaching religious ideologies, making speeches in religious
places, distribution of audio or visual display/pamphlets pertaining to
religious ideologies, spreading conversion etc. will not be allowed.

Who is an Overseas Citizen of India :- 

The Ministry of Home Affairs defines an OCI as a person who:

Was a citizen of India on or after 26th January 1950; or

Was eligible to become a citizen of India on 26th January 1950; or

Is a child or grandchild of such a person, among other eligibility criteria.

According to Section 7A of the OCI card rules, an applicant is not eligible for
the OCI card if he, his parents or grandparents have ever been a citizen of
Pakistan or Bangladesh. The category was introduced by the government in
2005.

The Government of India via Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2015 merged
the Person of Indian Origin (PIO) category with OCI category in 2015.
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10) Students can now get 40% of university credits from e-courses
:- 

About the news:

The government has recently announced that from the 2021-22 academic
session, students of 149 universities would be allowed to earn up to 40% of
their required credits from among the over 800 online courses available on
the Swayam platform.

About the announcement

Students of 149 universities can now get 40% of university credits
from e-courses available on the Swayam platform.
The 149 universities include central universities like Jamia Millia
Islamia, state universities like National Law University, Delhi and
over 75 private and deemed universities.
Once the student fulfils the total credits required, he or she will be
granted the degree.
Apart from this, the academic bank of credit (ABC) would also
become functional from the forthcoming academic session. The
ABC will be a repository of the credits earned by a student.

About the SWAYAM Couses:

There are 846 online courses that will be offered by SWAYAM from
the forthcoming semester.
The courses are divided into seven categories

1. Architecture and planning,
2. Engineering and technology,
3. humanities and arts,
4. Law
5. Management and commerce,
6. Mathematics and sciences
7. NPTEL domain (National Programme on Technology

Enhanced Learning)
Each category is further divided into small course modules, from
which a student can choose and register and learn online.
The National Testing Agency conducts exams twice a year at the
end of each semester.
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The benefit of the credit transfer:

This would give the much-needed flexibility to students as
envisaged in the National Education Policy 2020.
So far, a student used to get the experience of one university. But
from now on, a student can learn multiple online courses under
different universities.
This will also boost the skill set among students as a university
may not offer a particular skill that another might have.

Editorials of the Day 

Getting India’s military jointness formula right

Context

The Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat’s recent description of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) as a supporting arm and the IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal R.K.S. Bhadauria’s rebuttal highlights turbulent journey marking
the reorganisation process of the armed forces.

Issues before IAF

The IAF is warning against splitting it into packets.
Reports suggest that counting even ageing aircraft, the IAF is 25%
short on fighter squadrons.
A pan service shortage of about 400 pilots, almost 10% of their
authorised strength, further aggravates this.
Therefore, the IAF has a point when it warns against splitting assets,
for, there may be nothing much to split.

Way forward
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Confidence building: A common understanding of the nuances of
military airpower is the key.
With the experience of operating almost every kind of aircraft the
IAF operates, the naval leadership understands air power.
This applies to the Indian Army too, in its own way.
Confidence needs to be developed that rightly staffed apex
joint organisations can draw up professional operational plans for
air power.
Enhancing military education: Confidence building will need
some effort in the short term towards enhancing professional
military education though, at the staff level.
Analysis before implementation: Major reorganisations must
strictly follow the sequence of written concepts, their refinement
through consultation, simulation or table top war gaming, field
evaluation and final analysis before implementation.
This would help address command and control, asset adequacy,
individual service roles, operational planning under new
circumstances and the adequacy of joint structures.
Who gets to lead what also matters.
The Western Command between the Indian Army and the IAF, the
Northern Command with the Indian Army, Maritime Command with
the Indian Navy and the Air Defence Command with the IAF may be
an acceptable formula.

Why jointness?

With dwindling budgets, a steadily deteriorating security situation
and the march of technology, the armed forces understand the
need to synergise.

Challenges

Challenges in co-existence: Different services do not co-exist
well where they are colocated.
Bitter fights over land, buildings, facilities, etc. harms optimal
operational synergising.
Allocation challenge: Then there is the issue of giving each other
the best, or of wanting to be with each other.
Lack of operational charter: The Andaman and Nicobar
Command suffered from the lack of a substantial operational
charter, and the services not positioning appropriate personnel or
resources there.
Lack of interest in joint tenure: As a joint tenure did not benefit
career, no one strove for it.
The U.S., when faced with the same problem, made joint tenures
mandatory for promotions.

Steps to be taken

Security strategy: We need a comprehensive National Security
Strategy to guide the services develop capacities required in their
respective domains.
Professional education: We need to transform professional
education and inter-service employment to nurture genuine
respect for others.
Mutual resolution of difference: The armed forces must resolve
their differences among themselves, as the politicians or
bureaucrats cannot do it.
Quality staff: Good quality staff, in adequate numbers, at
apex joint organisations, will help to reassure individual services
and those in the field that they are in safe hands.
Tailored approach: There is need for the acceptance of the fact
that what works for other countries need not work for us.
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Conclusion

We may need tailor-made solutions which may need more genuine
thinking. For genuine military jointness, a genuine convergence of minds is
critical.

Editorial 02 :- Implications of EU’s new GHG emissions law for
Indian industry

Context

On July 14, the European Union introduced new legislation, Fit for 55, to cut
its GHG emissions by 55 per cent by 2030 and to net-zero by 2050.

Implications of Fit for 55

Legal backing: It turns the EU’s announcement into law,
protecting it from the winds of political change.
It opens new markets for Indian industry, for example for electric
vehicles.
CBAM: However, it also introduces a potentially adverse policy
called the carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM).
CBAM is meant to discourage consumers from buying carbon-
intensive products and encourage producers to invest in
cleaner technologies.

What is CBAM?

The EU has had a carbon emission trading system since 2005.
With Fit for 55, the EU’s carbon price is likely to go up.
High carbon price will make the EU’s domestic products more
expensive than imports from countries that do not have such
rules.
The new CBAM is meant to level the playing field between
domestic and imported products.
CBAM will require foreign producers to pay for the carbon
emitted while manufacturing their products.
The adjustment will be applied to energy-intensive
products that are widely traded by the EU, such as iron and steel,
aluminium, cement, fertiliser, and electricity.

Why CBAM is a cause for concern for India?

India is Europe’s third-largest trading partner, and it does not
have its own carbon tax or cap.
So, CBAM should be a cause for concern for it.
A UNCTAD study predicts that India will lose $1-1.7 billion in exports
of energy-intensive products such as steel and aluminium.
India’s goods trade with the EU was $74 billion in 2020.

Way forward for Indian Industry

Clean technology partnerships: Indian Industry should enter
clean technology partnerships with European industry.
Invest in renewables:  Indian companies should invest in more
renewable electricity and energy efficiency.
Incentivise low-carbon choices: They can adopt science-based
targets for emission reduction and internal carbon pricing to
incentivise low-carbon choices.
Schemes and Government financing: The government can
extend the perform-achieve-trade scheme to more industries
and provide finance to MSMEs to upgrade to clean technologies.
WRI India’s analysis shows that carbon dioxide emissions from the
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iron and steel industry can be reduced from 900 million tonnes to
500 million tonnes in 2035 through greater electrification, green
hydrogen, energy efficiency, and material efficiency.
Diversify export: India can try to diversify its exports to other
markets and products.

Consider the question “What is carbon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM) introduced by the EU? What are its
implications for Indian industry?” 

Conclusion

At present, the CBAM may seem obstructionist. But over the long-term, it
can provide regulatory certainty to industry by harmonising carbon prices,
and Indian industry can position itself as a strong player in the trade
landscape of the future.

2021-07-26 01:51:29
25th July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions : 

Rajaji national park sometimes in news is located in which of the following states?

1. Madhya Pradesh
2. Himachal Pradesh
3. Jammu & Kashmir
4. Uttarakhand

Which of the following state taxes is/are subsumed under Goods and Service Tax
(GST)?
1. State VAT
2. Central Sales Tax
3. Entry Tax
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

1. 1 only
2. 1 and 2 only
3. .2 and 3 only
4. 1, 2 and 3

Which of the following statements is/are correct about “Tobin tax”?
1. It is a tax imposes on all foreign exchange transactions.
2. It is not implemented anywhere in the world till now.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

1. 1 only
2. 2 only
3. Both 1 and 2
4. Neither 1 nor 2

Explained in The Hindu 

1. Supreme Court strikes down part of Constitution
Amendment on cooperative societies 
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associations or unions to cover cooperative societies too. It also added a
‘Directive Principle’ through Article 43B, which says: “The State shall
endeavour to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning,
democratic control and professional management of cooperative societies.”
These clauses remain undisturbed. In line with the Supreme Court’s
judgment, Part IXB dealing with cooperative societies will survive, but only
with reference to multi-State societies.

Explained 02 : What are the surveillance laws in India?



order for the interception, monitoring or decryption of any
information generated, transmitted, received or stored in any
computer resource (mobile phones would count). The competent
authority is once again the Union Home Secretary or State
Secretaries in charge of the Home Departments.

What happened in 2018 : - In December 2018, the Central government
created a furore when it authorised 10 Central agencies to conduct
surveillance — the Intelligence Bureau, the Central Bureau of Investigation,
the National Investigation Agency, the Research & Analysis Wing, the
Directorate of Signal Intelligence, the Narcotics Control Bureau, the
Enforcement Directorate, the Central Board of Direct Taxes, the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence and the Delhi Police Commissioner. In the face of
criticism that it was building a ‘surveillance state’, the government
countered that it was building upon the rules laid down in 2009 and the
agencies would still need approval from a competent authority, usually the
Union Home Secretary. 

PATRIOT ACT Of the USA :- After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the USA
PATRIOT (Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate
Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism) Act was passed. Under
certain provisions in this Act, the U.S. government used phone companies
to collect information on millions of citizens and these were part of
revelations made by the whistleblower Edward Snowden in 2013. Many
aspects of the PATRIOT Act, particularly those involving surveillance, were
to lapse after a certain time period but they were re-authorised by
Congress. It’s an issue the U.S. still struggles with and several rights groups
argue that the Act violates the Constitution.

News :- Moon-forming region seen around exoplanet for the first
time :- 

Scientists for the first time have spotted a moon-forming region around a
planet beyond our solarsystem - a Jupiter-like world surrounded by a disc of
gas and dust massive enough that it could spawn three moons the size of
the one orbiting Earth.

The researchers used the ALMA observatory in Chile's Atacama desert to
detect the disc of swirling material accumulating around one of two
newborn planets seen orbiting a young star called PDS 70, located a
relatively close 370 light years from Earth. A light year is the distance light
travels in a year, about 9.5 trillion km.

It is called a circumplanetary disc , and it is from these that moons are
born. The discovery, the researchers said, offers a deeper understanding
about the formation of planets and moons.

Known exoplanets:- More than 4,400 planets
have been discovered outside our solar system,
called exoplanets. No circumplanetary discs
had been found until now because all the
known exoplanets resided in “mature” – fully
developed – solar systems, except the two
infant gas planets orbiting PDS 70.
News:- China mulls turning tutoring companies into non-profits :- 

China is considering asking companies that offer tutoring on the school
curriculum to go non-profit, according to people familiar with the matter, as
part of a sweeping set of constraints that could decimate the country’s
$100 billion education tech industry. Shares sank.
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In rules currently being mulled, the platforms will likely no longer be
allowed to raise capital or go public, the people said, asking to not be
identified because the information is not public. Listed firms will also
probably no longer be allowed to invest in or acquire education firms
teaching school subjects while foreign capital will also be barred from the
sector.

Beijing is coming down hard on the sector as excessive tutoring anguishes
young pupils and burdens parents with expensive tutoring fees. It’s also
regarded as an impediment to one of the country’s top priorities, boosting a
declining birth rate. 

News:- China braces for Typhoon In-fa :- Typhoon is a regionally
specific name for a strong "tropical cyclone" . Tropical cyclones are
known as 'typhoons' in the northwest pacific ocean, hurricanes in the North
Atlantic Ocean, Willy-willies in north-western Australia and Tropical
Cyclones in the Indian Ocean Region.

News:- US pledges $100 million in emergency aid for Afghan
refugees :- The United States is preparing to begin evacuating thousands
of Afghan applicants for special immigration visas (SIVs) who risk retaliation
from Taliban insurgents because they worked for the US government.

US president Joe Biden on Friday authorised up to $100 million from an
emergency fund to meet "unexpected urgent" refugee needs stemming
from the situation in Afghanistan, including for Afghan special immigration
visa applicants.

2021-07-26 01:19:32
23rd and 24th July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions :- 

Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP) is a sub scheme of which of the
following?

a.   Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
b.   Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
c.   Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
d.   Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanraks Han Abhiyan

Etikoppaka Toys, sometimes seen in the news recently, belongs to which of
the following regions?

a.   Karnataka
b.   Tamil Nadu
c.   Uttar Pradesh
d.   Andhra Pradesh

Harela Festival is celebrated in which of the following Himalayan States?

a.   Himachal Pradesh
b.   Uttarakhand
c.   Arunachal Pradesh
d.   Sikkim

Prelims Specific News Items 

1. Analysis by NGO reveals microplastics in Ganga :-

What is the News?
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A Study titled ‘Quantitative analysis of Microplastics along River Ganga’ has
been released by a Delhi-based environment NGO, Toxics Link.

About the Study:

The study was carried out in collaboration with the National
Institute of Oceanography (NIO) in Goa.
It studied the water samples at Haridwar, Kanpur, and Varanasi
along River Ganga.

Key Findings of the study:

Ganga is heavily polluted with microplastics at Varanasi,
Haridwar, and Kanpur.
Among the three cities, the water samples at Varanasi showed
the maximum load of microplastics as compared to the other two
cities.

This might be due to cumulative downstream pollution as
well as industrial and human activities.

What are Microplastics?

Microplastics are defined as synthetic solid particles sized ranging
from 1 micrometre to 5 millimetre (mm) which are insoluble in
water.

Source of Microplastics in Ganga River : Microplastics are recognised as
a major source of marine pollution. Several sources of it include:

Untreated sewage from many cities along the river’s course enters
into the river.
Industrial waste and religious offerings wrapped in non-degradable
plastics pile pollutants enter into the river as it flows through
several densely populated cities.
The plastic products and waste materials released or dumped in the
river break down and are eventually broken down into
microparticles.

2) Nord Stream 2 Pipeline Project :- 
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The US, which had previously imposed sanctions to prevent the completion
of a major new gas pipeline between Russia and Germany, has now
signaled its approval for the project.

Nord Stream 2 Pipeline

It is a system of offshore natural gas pipelines running under the
Baltic Sea from Russia to Germany.
It includes two active pipelines running from Vyborg to Lubmin near
Greifswald forming the original Nord Stream, and two further
pipelines under construction running from Ust-Luga to Lubmin
termed Nord Stream 2.
In Lubmin the lines connect to the OPAL line to Olbernhau on the
Czech border and to the NEL line to Rehden near Bremen.
The first line Nord Stream-1 was laid and inaugurated in 2011 and
the second line in 2012.
At 1,222 km in length, Nord Stream is the longest sub-sea pipeline
in the world, surpassing the Langeled pipeline.

Why is the pipeline controversial?

Since it was first planned, Nord Stream 2 has drawn criticism from
the US which believed that the project would increase Europe’s
dependence on Russia for natural gas.
Currently, EU countries already rely on Russia for 40 percent of their
gas needs.
The project also has opponents in eastern Europe, especially
Ukraine, whose ties with Russia have seriously deteriorated in the
aftermath of the Crimean conflict in 2014.
There is an existing land pipeline between Russia and Europe that
runs through Ukraine.
The country feels that once Nord Storm 2 is completed, Russia
could bypass the Ukrainian pipeline, and deprive it of lucrative
transit fees of around $3 billion per year.
Ukraine also fears another invasion by Russia once the new pipeline
is operational.
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3) Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP) :- 

The Union Minister of Agriculture has provided useful information regarding
the Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP).

Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP)

Natural farming is promoted as BPKP under a centrally sponsored
scheme- Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY).
The scheme mainly emphasizes on the exclusion of all synthetic
chemical inputs and promotes on-farm biomass recycling.

It stresses biomass mulching; use of cow dung-urine formulations;
plant-based preparations and time to time working of soil for
aeration.
Under BPKP, financial assistance of Rs 12200/ha for 3 years is
provided for cluster formation, capacity building, and continuous
handholding by trained personnel, certification and residue analysis.

About Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana

“PKVY” is an elaborated component of Soil Health Management
(SHM) of the major project National Mission of Sustainable
Agriculture (NMSA).
Under PKVY Organic farming is promoted through the adoption of
the organic village by cluster approach and PGS certification.

The Scheme envisages:

Promotion of commercial organic production through certified
organic farming.
The produce will be pesticide residue free and will contribute to
improve the health of consumer.
It will raise farmer’s income and create potential market for traders.
It will motivate the farmers for natural resource mobilization for
input production.

Programme implementation

Groups of farmers would be motivated to take up organic farming
under PKVY.
Fifty or more farmers will form a cluster having 50 acre land to take
up the organic farming under the scheme.
In this way during three years 10,000 clusters will be formed
covering 5.0 lakh acre area under organic farming.
There will be no liability on the farmers for expenditure on
certification.
Every farmer will be provided Rs. 20,000 per acre in three years for
seed to harvesting of crops and to transport produce to the market.
Organic farming will be promoted by using traditional resources and
the organic products will be linked with the market.
It will increase domestic production and certification of organic
produce by involving farmers.

4) India tough place for business: US report :- 

What is the News?

The US State Department has released a report titled ‘2021 Investment
Climate Statements: India’.

Key Findings of the Report: India remains a challenging place to do
business despite taking up many reforms and improving its position in the
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ease of doing business index. This is because:

Protectionist Measures: New protectionist measures including
increased tariffs, procurement rules that limit competitive choices,
sanitary and phytosanitary measures restrict the expansion in
bilateral trade.
FDI Rule for Aviation: Under FDI rules for aviation, 100%
overseas flows have been permitted. But the substantial ownership
and effective control (SOEC) rules that mandate majority control by
Indian nationals have not been clarified yet.
FDI Rule for Insurance Sector: The report was also critical of
discriminatory FDI policy for the insurance sector where the FDI
ceiling has been increased to 74% but with the Indian management
and control rider.
Data Localisation Norms: RBI’s order on storing data on payment
transactions within the country has led to significant compliance
costs and increased risk of cybersecurity vulnerabilities.
Equalisation Levy: US had threatened retaliatory action over the
equalisation levy on US tech companies.
Political Risk: The report also referred to the removal of the
special constitutional status from the state of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) and the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

Way Forward:

The report has urged India to foster an attractive and reliable
investment climate by reducing barriers to investment and
minimising the bureaucratic hurdles.

5) Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain(JSA:CTR) Campaign: 

The campaign was launched on 22nd March 2021 on World Water
Day with the theme “Catch the Rain – Where it Falls When it Falls”.
Focus: The focussed interventions under the campaign include:

water conservation & rainwater harvesting
renovation of traditional and other water bodies/tanks
reuse and recharge of borewells
watershed development and intensive afforestation.

Implementation: The campaign will be implemented by the
National Water Mission(NWM), Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Coverage: The campaign will take place across the country, in both
rural and urban areas. It will be implemented from March 22 to
November 30 (the pre-monsoon and monsoon period) in the
country.

Sahi Fasal Campaign:

The campaign was launched by the National Water Mission. It
nudges farmers to favor agricultural crops which consume less
water and to use water more efficiently in agriculture as a part of
demand side management.

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)

AMRUT was launched in 2015 in selected 500 cities and towns
across the country for a period of 5 years i.e. from FY 2015-2016 to
FY 2019-2020
Focus: The mission focuses on the development of basic urban
infrastructure in the Mission cities in the sectors of water supply,
sewerage & septage management, stormwater drainage, green
spaces & parks, and non-motorized urban transport.

Jal Jeevan Mission-Har Ghar Jal:
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Aim: It aims at providing potable water of prescribed quality and
inadequate quantity on a regular and long-term basis to every rural
household including tribal areas of the country through tap water
connections by 2024.

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana(PMKSY):

PMKSY was launched in 2015-16. It aims to enhance physical
access to water on farms and expand cultivable areas under
assured irrigation, improve farm water use efficiency, introduce
sustainable water conservation practices, etc.
Schemes: PMKSY has been conceived amalgamating the ongoing
schemes:

Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme(AIBP) of the
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation (MoWR)
Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) of
Department of Land Resources (DoLR).
On Farm Water Management(OFWM) of the Department of
Agriculture and Cooperation(DAC).

Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme(AIBP):

The programme was launched in 1996. It aims to provide central
assistance to major/medium irrigation projects in the country with
the objective to accelerate the implementation of such projects
which were beyond the resource capability of the States or were at
an advanced stage of completion.
Merged Into: The programme has been merged into Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) in 2015-16.

6) UNESCO’s ‘Historic Urban Landscape’ project for Gwalior, Orchha
launched :- 

UNESCO has selected Gwalior and Orchha cities of Madhya Pradesh under
its “Historic Urban Landscape Project”.

About Historic Urban Landscape Project:

The Historic Urban Landscape Project was adopted in 2011 by
UNESCO’s General Conference.
The project aims for the inclusive and well-planned development
of fast-growing historical cities while preserving the culture and
heritage.

Gwalior and Orchha Cities under Historic Urban Landscape Project:

As part of the project, these places will be jointly developed by
UNESCO, the Government of India, and Madhya Pradesh.
The development and management plan of these cities will be
prepared by UNESCO.
All aspects including history, culture, lifestyle, economic
development, community development will be included in it.

Note: The six cities of South Asia, including Ajmer and Varanasi in India,
are already involved in this project. Orchha and Gwalior have been included
as the 7th and 8th cities.

7) Adarsh Smarak Scheme :- 

Ministry: Ministry of Culture
The scheme was launched in 2014 for providing improved visitor
amenities, especially for the physically challenged, besides
cleanliness, drinking water, and interpretation centres, cafeteria,
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souvenir shop, wi-fi, garbage disposal etc.
Objectives:

To make the monument accessible to differently-abled.
To make monument visitor friendly.
Furthermore, to implement Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
Also, to upgrade/provide washrooms, drinking water,
signages, cafeteria, and wi-fi facilities.
To provide interpretation and audio-video centers.
To streamline wastewater and garbage disposal and a
rainwater harvesting system.
Lastly, to provide safety and protection

About Adopt a Heritage scheme

An initiative of the Ministry of Tourism in collaboration with
the Ministry of Culture and the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)
Under this scheme, the government invites entities, including public
sector companies, private sector firms and individuals,
to develop selected monuments and heritage and tourist sites.
Basic amenities like drinking water, ease of access for the
differently-abled and senior citizens, standardised signage,
cleanliness, public convenience, surveillance system and night-
viewing facilities are provided and maintained under the scheme.

8) Rare Diseases Policy :- 

What is the News?

Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare has informed Lok
Sabha that the National Policy for Rare Diseases,2021 has been finalized
and put in the public domain.

About National Policy for Rare Diseases,2021: The policy aims at
lowering the incidence and prevalence of rare diseases based on an
integrated and comprehensive preventive strategy comprising:

awareness generation
premarital, post-marital, pre-conception, and post-conception
screening
counseling programmes to prevent births of children with rare
diseases
enable access to affordable health care to patients of rare diseases.

Categorisation: The policy divides Rare Diseases into three groups,
namely:

Group 1: Disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment.
Group 2: Diseases requiring long-term / lifelong treatment with a
relatively lower cost of treatment.
Group 3: Diseases for which definitive treatment is available, but
challenges are to make optimal patient selection for benefit, very
high cost, and lifelong therapy.

Initiatives for treatment support for patients of rare diseases
under the Policy are as follows: –

Financial support up to Rs. 20 lakhs under the Rashtriya Arogya
Nidhi scheme shall be provided by the Central Government for the
treatment of those rare diseases that require a one-time treatment
(diseases listed under Group 1).

Beneficiaries for such financial assistance would not be
limited to BPL families. It will be extended to 40% of the
population who are eligible as per the norms of Pradhan

Page 48/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.
State Governments can consider supporting patients of such
rare diseases that can be managed with special diets or hormonal
supplements or other relatively low-cost interventions (Diseases
listed under Group 2).
Alternate Funding Mechanism: The government will create an
alternate funding mechanism by setting up a digital platform for
voluntary individual and corporate donors to contribute to the
treatment cost of patients with rare diseases.

The fund will be utilized for the treatment of patients
suffering from rare diseases, especially those under Group
3.
The treatment cost of the patient will be the first charge
on this fund. Any leftover fund after meeting treatment
costs can be utilized for research purposes also.

Consortium of Centres of Excellence: It will synchronize
prevention and treatment efforts. AIIMS, Delhi will be the nodal
hospital to coordinate with other Centres of Excellence for various
activities relating to the prevention and treatment of rare diseases.
National Consortium for R&D on therapeutics for Rare
Diseases: It will be provided with the mandate to do R&D,
technology transfer, and indigenization of therapeutics for rare
diseases. It will be convened by the Department of Health
Research(DHR) with ICMR as a member.

9) EV100 campaign: 

The EV100 campaign is an initiative of Climate Group, an
international non-profit organization.
The campaign aims to make electric transport the new normal by
2030. For that, it will encourage companies to switch from vehicles
running on fossil fuels to EVs and install charging infrastructure.

How will the EV100 campaign help the Maharashtra Government?

Maharashtra’s Electric Vehicles(EV) policy aims to achieve
25% electrification of last-mile delivery vehicles by 2025.
Climate Group through its EV100 campaign will act as a bridge
between private companies and the State government to ease the
process of shifting their fleets to Electric Vehicles(EVs).

10) Defence Minister flags-in Indian Army Skiing Expedition,
ARMEX-21 :- 

What is the News?

Union Defence Minister has flagged-in the Indian Army Skiing Expedition
(ARMEX-21) in New Delhi.

About ARMEX-21:

ARMEX-21 is an Army Skilling Expedition conducted by the Indian
Army.
Purpose: It was conducted in the mountain ranges of the
Himalayan region to promote the adventure activity in the country
and the Indian Army.
During the expedition, the team covered 1,660 kms from
Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Malari in Uttarakhand. They also
gathered information about several hitherto uncharted areas along
the international boundary.

About Karakoram Pass:

Karakoram Pass is a mountain pass between India and China in
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the Karakoram Range.
The mountain pass is located on the boundary between the
Indian Union Territory of Ladakh and the Xinjiang Autonomous
Region of China, and connects Leh with Yarkand.
The pass has no vegetation nor snow because of the high-speed
wind, which constantly blows in the region. Animal life is also non-
existent in the area. However, temperatures are low and blizzards
are common.
The pass also plays a major geographic role in the dispute
between Pakistan and India over control of the Siachen Glacier area
immediately to the southwest of the pass.

11) Gig economy :- 

According to a study by UNDP and FICCI, the rise of the gig economy has
the potential to boost women’s employment in formal jobs.

Key Findings of the Study:

The rise of the gig economy following the coronavirus outbreak
has the potential to boost women’s employment in formal jobs.
However, re-skilling will be crucial to expand opportunities for
women in the formal sector.
Sectors such as health and pharmaceuticals, electrical and
electronics, and fast-moving consumer goods are likely to see more
female employment.
But the women’s employment in the finance and accounting
divisions may moderately change because of the adoption of new
technology.

What is the Gig Economy?

The Gig Economy is characterized by short-term contracts or
freelance work as opposed to permanent jobs. It often involves
connecting with customers through an online platform. Example:
Delivery boys of app-based food, consultants, bloggers.
According to the World Bank, around 6% of the world’s labor
force is part of the gig economy.
Globally, more than half of gig jobs are driven by demand for low-
skilled, low-wage work. Only around 30% of them require
specialized skills and expertise.

11) About Nord Stream 2 Pipeline Project:

Nord Stream 2 Pipeline is a 1,200 km-long offshore natural gas
pipeline being constructed from Russia to Germany across the
Baltic Sea.
Route: The pipeline will run along with the already completed Nord
Stream 1 system, and the two together will supply an aggregate of
110 billion cubic meters of gas to Germany per year.
Benefits: The pipeline is intended to provide Europe with a
sustainable gas supply while providing Russia with more direct
access to the European gas market.

Editorial of the Day 

Editorial 01 :- ‘Gatekeeper Model’ mooted to prevent suicides in
prisons

The National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS)
issues guidelines for dealing with mental health challenges. It proposes a
‘Gatekeeper Model’, where selected inmates would be trained to identify
prisoners at risk of suicide and subsequently refer them to treatment or
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supportive services.

Background:

The Ministry of Home Affairs(MHA) observed that the COVID-19
virus had posed unique challenges to the world. It has also affected
the prisons and correctional facilities.
Acting on the request of the MHA, NIMHANS has issued a set of
guidelines on the management of mental health issues of
the prisoners and prison staff.

Guidelines by NIMHANS:

Prisoners with mental disorders had to be regularly assessed for
the severity of the suicidal risk and also put on regular and
supervised medication. 
It proposes a ‘Gatekeeper Model’ where selected inmates would
be trained to identify prisoners at risk of suicide and subsequently
refer them to treatment or supportive services.
To address the prisoner’s mental health needs, the correctional
facility should have links to community-based initiatives like
the District Mental Health Program.
It proposes the introduction of a buddy system in prisons. Under
this, social support through trained prisoners called “buddies” or
“listeners” is provided to the prisoners.
Periodic telephone conversations with friends and
family should be conducted at regular intervals.

For instance, 58 mobile phones were purchased for
prisoners in Tamil Nadu. It enabled them to make video calls
to their family members in lieu of the physical interviews
that were temporarily suspended in view of the pandemic.

Need of Guidelines:

There is a prevalence of mental illness and substance use disorder
in about 80% of the prison population as per a Bangalore Prison
Mental Health Study.
Further, incarcerated people are facing many
vulnerabilities during the pandemic, which might impact their
mental wellbeing.
The prison staff is also working under tremendous
pressure. It is facing challenges in performing their duty while
safeguarding themselves from contracting the infection.

Editorial 02 : Countering China means more role for Navy and
Airforce

Synopsis: We can face China by giving bigger roles to the navy and air
force and downsizing the army by 200,000 men.

China: An aspiring world power

Huge defence budget: China is an aspiring world power that
spends $252 billion on its defence budget, as compared to
the $72.9 billion that India spends. Both countries limit their
budget to around 2% of their GDP, which in China’s case is five
times our size.
Formidable navy: They have downsized their army and built a
navy, which is growing faster than the US navy.

Strategic weakness of China
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Choke points in the Indian Ocean 

Their only strategic weakness is 70% of their imported oil. Hence, the only
guarantee of Chinese non-aggression and good behavior is a well-crafted
threat to their oil tankers and a complete naval mastery of the escalation
that will follow.

Strategy to counter China

Leveraging QUAD & Indian naval and Airforce capabilities : India can
start by dividing the Indo-Pacific, including the South China seas and the
Eastern Indian Ocean, into areas of maritime search responsibility between
the QUAD. All nations operate on a common reporting communication
net, centered either in Port Blair or Visakhapatnam.

The QUAD aircraft can gain information dominance over the Indo-Pacific
to monitor all PLAN (People’s Liberation Army Navy) movements
in Malacca Straits. This dominance can be used during the confrontation,
to funnel PLAN units through the geographically constrained straits (like the
Strait of Malacca, see the map above) into a killing ground. However, for
this strategy to work, some changes are required:

1. Turn Car Nicobar into an airbase: Hence, it would be really
beneficial to build up the Car Nicobar airfield into a full-fledged
airbase and permanently station a squadron of suitable aircraft.

2. Collaborating with Oman: India can negotiate with Oman for the
use of the old RAF airbase at Masirah to dominate the Gulf of
Hormuz and threaten the Chinese base at Djibouti.

As it is evident, countering China with this strategy requires co-operation
b/w QUAD members and is more reliant on India’s naval & Airforce power
instead of being military-dominant.

Why Navy & Airforce should be given bigger roles?

Unfavorable geography: Relying on maritime and Airforce power
offers a better alternative to militarily reinforcing the unfavorable
geography of the Sino-Indian border in the Himalayas.
Expensive manpower: In the future, manpower is going to get
increasingly expensive. At present, our strategic options are
constrained because the army gets 61% of the defence budget and
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81% of it goes into manpower and maintenance.
Better conventional deterrence: We can achieve better
conventional deterrence against China by giving bigger roles to the
navy and air force and downsizing the army by 2,00,000 men over
five years through retirement and reduced recruitment.

The reduction in manpower will save approximately Rs
30,000 crore, which can be utilized equally by the three
services.

Way forward

Countering China cannot be done by throwing expensive manpower at the
problem. It is only possible by shifting the battlespace to advantageous
geography, by a united navy and air force effort, while a technically
advanced army holds the Himalayan border.

Editorial 03 :- China-led South Asian Initiative

Synopsis: China-led South Asian initiative feels like yet another attempt by
China to create a parallel bloc in South Asia to counter India.

Background

Bangladesh has said that India too can join the China-led South Asian
initiative for COVID-19 vaccines and poverty alleviation if it desires. It
denied that a six-nation grouping launched recently was meant to exclude
India.

The Chinese initiative comes also at a time when India has been
reluctant to revive SAARC, turning its focus more on yet another
regional bloc–BIMSTEC.

About China-led South Asian initiative

The initiative includes China-South Asian Countries Emergency
Supplies Reserve, and a Poverty Alleviation and Cooperative
Development Centre. They were set up in China on July 8.

Member
countries: China, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka
India, Bhutan, and the Maldives are the only SAARC countries not
a part of the China-led initiative.
The Emergency Supplies Reserve is a joint stockpile of
emergency supplies as part of efforts to tackle the covid-19
pandemic and other crises.
The Poverty Alleviation and Cooperative Development Center aims
to pool strength, integrate resources, and exchange wisdom to
support and help the South Asian countries’ economic development
and livelihood improvement, jointly promoting the cause of poverty
reduction.

Issues/Concerns

A new regional bloc in Asia: This might be an attempt by the
Chinese to counter India and carve a totally new regional bloc in
Asia minus India. If poverty alleviation in South Asia is its major
objective, then why is India left out? After all, it has the highest
number of poor people, equal to those in the Sub-Saharan region.
Also, only those South Asian nations which are part of the China-led
Belt and Road Initiative are its members. Sooner, Maldives will also
join the initiative as it has also signed up under BRI.
Counter to SAARC: China is targeting South Asia and wants to
counter SAARC, so it is now connecting with South Asian nations in
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the name of different initiatives. SAARC is coping with several
problems within the region and is mostly distracted by the long-
standing rivalry between India and Pakistan. After Nepal hosted its
18th summit in 2014, the 19th summit, which was scheduled to be
held in 2016 in Pakistan, is still in limbo.
Counter to QUAD: The China-led bloc could be Beijing’s plan to
create what some call a northern Himalayan QUAD aimed at
countering the Washington-led Quad, of which India is an active
member.

India’s stand

Given continuing tensions over Chinese army aggression in Ladakh and
New Delhi’s firm stand that other bilateral relations cannot move ahead
without a resolution of the boundary stand-off, it is unlikely that India would
consider a new grouping involving China, especially one that could be seen
to dilute its role in the SAARC region.

2021-07-24 09:13:41
21st and 22nd July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions :- 

Near-Earth Asteroid Scout mission is announced by which of the
following space agencies?

a. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

b.   European Space Agency (ESA)

c.   Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)

d.   Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)

2)Consider the following statements with respective to
Adjournment Motion

1. It can be introduced either in Loksabha or in Rajya Sabha to draw the
attention on urgent public importance.

2. The discussion on this motion should last for not less than two hours and
thirty minutes.

3. It should not revive discussion on a matter that has been discussed in
the same session of the house.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 & 2 only

b.   2 only

c.   1 & 3 only

d. 2 & 3 only

3)With respect to Pegasus, sometimes seen in the news recently,
consider the following statements:

1. It is a spyware that infects devices and spies on the victim by
transferring data to a master server in an unauthorised manner.
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2. It was built and marketed by the Israel based NSO Group.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific News :

1) Conjugal rights before Supreme Court :- 

What is the provision under challenge?

Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, which deals with restitution of
conjugal rights.

What are conjugal rights?

Conjugal rights are rights created by marriage, i.e. the right of the husband
or the wife to the society of the other spouse.

The law recognizes these rights— both in personal laws dealing with
marriage, divorce etc and in criminal law requiring payment of
maintenance and alimony to a spouse.

The concept of restitution of conjugal rights is codified in Hindu personal
law now, but has colonial origins and has genesis in ecclesiastical law.

Similar provisions exist in Muslim personal law as well as the Divorce Act,
1869, which governs Christian family law.

Incidentally, in 1970, the United Kingdom repealed the law on restitution of
conjugal rights.

How can a case under Section 9 be filed?

If a spouse refuses cohabitation, the other spouse can move the family
court seeking a decree for cohabitation.

If the order of the court is not complied with, the court can attach property.

However, the decision can be appealed before a High Court and the
Supreme Court.

Normally, when a spouse files for divorce unilaterally, the other spouse files
for restitution of conjugal rights if he or she is not in agreement with the
divorce.

The provision is seen to be an intervention through legislation to strike a
conciliatory note between sparring spouses.

Why has the law being challenged?

The law is being challenged now on the main grounds that is violative of
the fundamental right to privacy.

The plea argues that court-mandated restitution of conjugal rights
amounted to a “coercive action” on the part of the state, which violates
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one’s sexual and decisional autonomy, and right to privacy and dignity.

2)What is a Bad Bank?

A bad bank conveys the impression that it will function as a bank but has
bad assets to start with.

Technically, it is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) or an asset
management company that takes over the bad loans of commercial banks,
manages them and finally recovers the money over a period of time.

Such a bank is not involved in lending and taking deposits, but helps
commercial banks clean up their balance sheets and resolve bad loans.

The takeover of bad loans is normally below the book value of the loan and
the bad bank tries to recover as much as possible subsequently.

3)Near Earth asteroid : For landing on Moon

NEA Scout is one of several payloads that will hitch a ride on Artemis I,
which is expected to be launched in November.

Artemis I will be an uncrewed test-flight of the Orion spacecraft and SLS
rocket.

Under the Artemis programme, NASA has aimed to land the first woman on
the Moon in 2024 and also establish sustainable lunar exploration programs
by 2030.

What is NEA Scout?

Near-Earth Asteroid Scout, or NEA Scout, is a small spacecraft, about the
size of a big shoebox. Its main mission is to fly by and collect data from a
near-Earth asteroid.

It will also be America’s first interplanetary mission using special solar sail
propulsion.

4) What is P/E ratio

The price-to-earnings ratio (P/E ratio) is the ratio for valuing a
company that measures its current share price relative to its per-
share earnings (EPS).
The price-to-earnings ratio is also sometimes known as the price
multiple or the earnings multiple.
To determine the P/E value, one simply must divide the current
stock price by the earnings per share (EPS).

P/E Ratio=Earnings per share / Market value per share

5) SC quashes some provisions of 97th Amendment dealing with co-
operative societies :- 

In a major boost for federalism, the Supreme Court has struck down parts
of the 97th Constitution amendment which shrank the exclusive authority
of States over their cooperative societies.

Background

The Gujarat High Court in 2013 had held that the amendment, to
the extent it introduced conditions for state laws on co-operative
societies, was liable to be struck down.
This amendment was passed without the ratification of one-half of
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the state legislatures as mandated by Article 368(2) of the
Constitution.
As per Article 368(2), ratification of one-half of state legislatures is
required for an amendment that makes changes to an entry in the
state list.
Since co-operative societies was a state subject as per Entry 32 in
List II of the Seventh Schedule, the amendment introducing Part IX
B required ratification as per Article 368(2), the High Court ruled.

What was 97th Amendment about?

The 97th constitutional amendment, which dealt with issues related
to the effective management of cooperative societies in the
country.
It was passed by Parliament in December 2011 and had come into
effect from February 15, 2012.
Part IXB, introduced in the Constitution through the 97th
Amendment of 2012, dictated the terms for running cooperative
societies.
The provisions in the amendment went to the extent of determining
the number of directors a society should have or their length of
tenure and even the necessary expertise.

What is the recent Judgement?

In a majority judgment, the supreme court has held that
cooperative societies come under the “exclusive legislative power”
of State legislatures.
The judgment may be significant in the background of fears voiced
by the States whether the new Central Ministry of Cooperation
would disempower them.
The change in the Constitution has amended Article 19(1)(c) to give
protection to the cooperatives and inserted Article 43 B and Part IX
B, relating to them.
The Centre has contended that the provision does not denude the
States of its power to enact laws with regard to cooperatives.

Exceptions to the amendment

The Supreme court did not strike down the portions of Part IXB of
the Amendment concerning “Multi-State Cooperative Societies” due
to the lack of ratification.
When it comes to Multi-State Co-operative Societies (MSCS) with
objects not confined to one State, the legislative power would be
that of the Union of India.

What was the dissenting opinion?

In his dissent, Justice K.M. Joseph said the doctrine of severability
would not operate to distinguish between single-State cooperatives
and MSCS.
The judge said the entire Part IXB should be struck down on the
ground of absence of ratification.

6) Doctrine of Severability

Article 13 deals with laws inconsistent with or in derogation of
fundamental rights.
It also deals with all laws enforced in India, before the
commencement of the Constitution.
The doctrine of Severability in Article 13 can be understood in two
dimensions
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1. Article 13(1) validates all Pre-Constitutional Law and thereby
declares that all pre-Constitutional laws in force before the
commencement of the Indian Constitution shall be void if they are
inconsistent with the fundamental rights.

2. Article 13(2) mandates the State that it shall not make any law that
takes away or abridges the fundamental rights conferred in Part III
of the Indian Constitution and any law contraventions this clause
shall be void.

This doctrine widens the scope for Judicial Review on
unconstitutional parts of any law.

7) What is Privilege Motion :- 

A spokesperson of the non-ruling political party has said that he will move a
privilege motion against the Health Minister for misleading Parliament that
no deaths were reported specifically because of shortage of oxygen.

Breach of Privilege

Parliamentary privilege refers to the right and immunity enjoyed by
legislatures, in which legislators are granted protection against civil
or criminal liability for actions done or statements made in the
course of their legislative duties.
The powers, privileges and immunities of either House of the Indian
Parliament and of its Members and committees are laid down in
Article 105 of the Constitution.
Article 194 deals with the powers, privileges and immunities of the
State Legislatures, their Members and their committees.

What is a privilege motion?

Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed
by members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that
they can “effectively discharge their functions”.
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the
offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of
Parliament.
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either
House against those being held guilty of breach of privilege.
Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions
which, while not breach of any specific privilege, are offences
against its authority and dignity.

What are the rules governing privilege?

Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and
correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha rulebook
govern privilege.
It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the
Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege either
of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof.
The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an
incident of recent occurrence and should need the intervention of
the House.
Notices have to be given before 10 am to the Speaker or the
Chairperson.

What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair?

The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a
privilege motion.
The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or
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herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament.
If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member
concerned is given an opportunity to make a short statement.

What is the privileges committee?

In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges
consisting of 15 members as per respective party strengths.
A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The
Speaker may permit a half-hour debate while considering the
report.
The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the report be
tabled before the House.
A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege
that has to be unanimously passed.
In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of
privileges, which consists of 10 members.

Answer this PYQ in the comment box:

Q.With reference to the Parliament of India, which of the following
Parliamentary Committees scrutinizes and reports to the House
whether the powers to make regulations, rules, sub-rules, by-laws
etc. conferred by the constitution of delegated by the Parliament
are being properly exercised by the Executive within the scope of
such delegation?

(a) Committee on Government Assurances

(b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation

(c) Rules Committee

(d) Business Advisory Committee

8) What is Monkey B virus? :- 

China has reported the first human death case with the Monkey B virus
(BV).

What is Monkey B virus?

The virus, initially isolated in 1932, is an alphaherpesvirus enzootic
in macaques of the genus Macaca.
B virus is the only identified old-world-monkey herpes virus that
displays severe pathogenicity in humans.

How is it transmitted?

The infection can be transmitted via direct contact and exchange of
bodily secretions of monkeys and has a fatality rate of 70 per cent
to 80 per cent.
According to the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention,
Macaque monkeys commonly have this virus, and it can be found in
their saliva, feces, urine, or brain or spinal cord tissue.
The virus may also be found in cells coming from an infected
monkey in a lab. B virus can survive for hours on surfaces,
particularly when moist.

When can a human get infected with B virus?

Humans can get infected if they are bitten or scratched by an
infected monkey.
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Symptoms

Symptoms typically start within one month of being exposed to B
virus but could appear in as little as three to seven days.
The first indications of B virus infection are typically flu-like
symptoms such as fever and chills, muscle ache, fatigue and
headache.
Following this, a person may develop small blisters in the wound or
area on the body that came in contact with the monkey.
Some other symptoms of the infection include shortness of breath,
nausea and vomiting, abdominal pain and hiccups.
As the disease progresses, the virus spreads to and causes
inflammation (swelling) of the brain and spinal cord, leading to
neurologic and inflammatory symptoms.

Is there a vaccine against B virus?

Currently, there are no vaccines that can protect against B virus
infection.

Who are at higher risk for infection?

The virus might pose a potential threat to laboratory workers,
veterinarians, and others who may be exposed to monkeys or their
specimens.
To date, only one case has been documented of an infected person
spreading the B virus to another person.

9) One District One Focus Product Scheme :- 

The One District One Focus Product (ODOFP) programme cover products of
agriculture and allied sectors for 728 districts of the country.

ODOFP programme

The ODOFP programme cover products of agriculture and allied
sectors for 728 districts of the country.
The products have been identified from agricultural, horticultural,
animal, poultry, milk, fisheries, aquaculture, marine sectors across
the country.
These identified products will be supported under the PM-FME
scheme of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, which
provides incentives to promoters and micro-enterprises
This scheme is being implemented for a period of five years from
2020-21 to 2024-25.
The scheme adopts One District One Product (ODOP) approach to
reap the benefits of scale in terms of procurement of inputs,
availing common services and marketing of products.

About ODOP

The ODOP scheme aims to identify one product per district based
on the potential and strength of a district and national priorities.
A cluster for that product will be developed in the district and
market linkage will be provided for that.
It is operationally merged with ‘Districts as Export Hub’ initiative
implemented by the Director-General of Foreign Trade (DGFT),
Department of Commerce.
Under the initial phase of the ODOP programme, 106 Products have
been identified from 103 districts across 27 States.

10 ) SMILE Scheme for persons engaged in the act of begging :- 
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The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated a scheme
“SMILE – Support for Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and
Enterprise”.

SMILE Scheme

This scheme is sub-scheme under the ‘Central Sector Scheme for
Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of
Begging’.
It covers several comprehensive measures including welfare
measures for persons who are engaged in the act of begging.
The focus of the scheme is extensively on rehabilitation, provision
of medical facilities, counselling, basic documentation,
education, skill development, economic linkages and so on.
The scheme would be implemented with the support of State/UT
Governments/Local Urban Bodies, Voluntary Organizations,
Community Based Organizations (CBOs), institutions and others.
Scheme provides for the use of the existing shelter homes available
with the State/UT Governments and Urban local bodies for
rehabilitation of the persons engaged in the act of Begging.
In case of non-availability of existing shelter homes, new dedicated
shelter homes are to be set up by the implementing agencies.

11) Harela Festival :- 

Villagers across Uttarakhand celebrated Harela, a festival of greenery,
peace, prosperity and environmental conservation.

Harela Festival

Harela means ‘day of green’ and is celebrated in the month of
Shravan (the fifth month of the Hindu lunar calendar) to worship
Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati.
People across Uttarakhand, especially the Kumaun region, associate
greenery with prosperity.
The seeds of five to seven types of crops —  maize, til (sesame),
urad (black gram), mustard, oats —  are sown in donas (bowl made
of leaves) or ringalare (hill bamboo baskets) nine days before the
festival.
They are harvested on the ninth day and distributed to neighbours,
friends and relatives.
The flourish of the crops symbolizes prosperity in the year ahead.
People make clay statues of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati, known
as Dikare, and worship them a day before the festival.
Harela is also linked to the Barahnaza system (12 types of crops), a
crop diversification technique followed in the region.

Answer this PYQ in the comment box:

Q.Consider the following pairs:
Tradition: State
1. Chapchar Kut: festival Mizoram
2. Khongjom Parba ballad: Manipur
3. Thang Ta dance: Sikkim
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3

Editorial of the Day 
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Editorial 01 : India’s equity market bubble may burst soon :- 

Context

Even as the real economy returns to the doldrums after being hit by the
second wave of COVID-19 infections, the continuing bull run in India’s
equity market in the April-June quarter has baffled many observers.

V-shaped recovery of equity market

The benchmark BSE Sensex had nosedived to below 28,000 in
March-April 2020, following the nationwide lockdown.
The equity market posted a sharp V-shaped recovery in
2020-21.
The Sensex surged beyond 50,000 in February 2021 and is
currently closing on the 53,000 level.

Factors suggesting bubble in equity market

There was an 81%-plus growth in the Sensex between April
2020 and March 2021 in the backdrop of real GDP growth
plummeting to -7.3% during the same period.
While output contraction had reversed from the third quarter of
2020-21, the inflation rate also rose and remained way ahead of
the real GDP growth rate in the last two quarters (Chart 1).
It is difficult to find any rationality behind the skyrocketing BSE
Sensex in the context of such stagflation in the real economy.
Just like the fall in the equity prices was driven by the exit of foreign
portfolio investors (FPI), the return of massive FPI inflows has driven
the Indian equity bubble since then (Chart 2).
Net FPI inflows clocked an unprecedented ₹2.74 lakh crore in
2020-21, the previous high being ₹1.4 lakh crore in 2012-13.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s annual report (2020-21) to state
stated that: “This order of asset price inflation in the context of the
estimated 8 per cent contraction in GDP in 2020-21 poses the risk
of a bubble.”

Global factors
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The global liquidity glut, following the expansionary, easy
money policies adopted by the fiscal and monetary authorities of
the OECD and G20 countries, has led to equity price inflation in
several markets driven by FPIs, especially in Asia.
Following cues from the U.S. and the U.K., Asian equity markets in
Singapore, India, Thailand, Malaysia and Hong Kong are currently
witnessing price-earnings (P/E) ratios significantly above
their historic means.
The BSE Sensex’s P/E ratio of 32 in end-June 2021 is way above its
historic mean of around 20.

What could burst the bubble?

Change in monetary policy: With COVID-19 vaccination and
economic recovery proceeding apace in the U.S., the U.K. and
Europe, fiscal and monetary policy stances will change soon.
Exit of FPIs: Once the U.S. Federal Reserve and other central
banks start raising interest rates, the direction of FPI flows will
invariably change bringing about corrections in equity markets
across Asia.
India remains particularly vulnerable to a major correction in the
equity market because of two reasons.
Low pace of vaccination: The pace of COVID-19 vaccination in
India, given the vast population, lags behind most large countries.
In the absence of a substantial increase in the vaccination budget
and procurement, large segments of the Indian population will
remain vulnerable to a potential third wave of COVID-19, with its
attendant deleterious impact on the real economy.
Weak fiscal stimulus: India’s economic recovery from the
recession will remain constrained by the weak fiscal stimulus that
has been delivered by the Central government.
Data from the IMF clearly show that while the total global stimulus
consisted of additional public spending or revenue foregone
measures amounting to 7.4% of global GDP, India’s fiscal
measures amounted to 3.3% of GDP only.

Consider the question “What are the factors driving equity market
boom globally? What are the factors that could threaten such boom
with a major correction?” 

Conclusion

With all agencies, including the RBI, downsizing India’s growth projections
for 2021-22, it remains to be seen how long India’s equity bubble lasts.

Editorial 02 : A cardinal omission in the COVID-19 package :- 

On July 8, 2021, the Union government announced the “India COVID-19
Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Package: Phase II”.
But it lacks provision for the medical workforce.

Objectives of the package

The stated purpose of the package is to boost health infrastructure
and prepare for a possible third wave of COVID-19.
There is plan to increase COVID-19 beds, improve the oxygen
availability and supply, create buffer stocks of essential
medicines; purchase equipment and strengthen paediatric beds.

What is lacking in the package?

Workforce shortage: The package barely has any attention
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on improving the availability of health human resources.
As reported in rural health statistics and the national health profile
there are vacancies for staff in government health facilities, which
range from 30% to 80% depending upon the sub-group of medical
officers, specialist doctors to nurses, laboratory technicians,
pharmacists and radiographers, amongst others.
Interstate variation: In addition, there are wide inter-State
variations, with States that have poor health indicators with
the highest vacancies.

Way forward

Package for filling the existing vacancies: The COVID-19
package II needs to be urgently supplemented by another plan and
a similar financial package (with shared Union and State
government funding) to fill the existing vacancies of health
staff at all levels. 
An objective approach to assess the mid-term health human
resource needs could be the Indian Public Health Standards
(IPHS).
IPHS prescribes the human resources and infrastructure needed to
make various types of government health facilities functional.
The pandemic should be used as an opportunity to prepare
India’s health system for the future.
Scrutiny of the progress on policy decision: The progress on
key policy decisions, for the last few years, to strengthen India’s
health system, including those in India’s national health policy of
2017, need to be objectively scrutinised.
These two sets of policy decisions should be reviewed and progress
monitored, through a meeting of the Central Council of Health
and Family Welfare, of which the Health Ministers of the States
are members.

Conclusion

India’s health system will not benefit from ad hoc and a patchwork of one
or other small packages. It essentially needs some transformational
changes.

Editorial 03 : ‘Open talks’ with the Taliban is India’s strategic
necessity :- 

Context

With over a third of Afghanistan’s more than 400 districts under Taliban
control, the talk-to-the-Taliban option is indeed the best of the many less
than perfect options available to India.

India need a reset in its Afghanistan policy

India has ‘temporarily’ closed its consulate in Kandahar.
This follows the decision to suspend operations in the Indian
consulates in Jalalabad and Herat.
India’s decision to partially “withdraw” from Afghanistan shows
that betting only on the government in Kabul was a big
mistake,
It also shows that India realises the threat the Taliban poses to
Indian assets and presence in Afghanistan.
To safeguard its civilian assets there as well as to stay relevant in
the unfolding ‘great game’ in and around Afghanistan, India must
fundamentally reset its Afghanistan policy.
India must, in its own national interest, begin ‘open talks’ with the
Taliban before it is too late.
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Open dialogue with the Taliban should no longer be a taboo; it is a
strategic necessity.

Reason for avoiding open talks with Taliban

There are at least five possible reasons why India appears to want
to keep the Taliban engagement slow and behind closed doors.
First, if India chooses to engage the Taliban directly, it could make
Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, to look towards China and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) for national
security and personal political survival.
Second, India is also faced with the dilemma of who to talk to
within the Taliban given that it is hardly a monolith.
Third, given the global opprobrium that Taliban faced in its earlier
avatar and the lack of evidence about whether the outfit is a
changed lot today, New Delhi might not want to court the Taliban so
soon.
Fourth, there is little clarity about what the Taliban’s real
intentions are going forward and what they would do after
ascending to power in Kabul.
Fifth, it would not be totally unreasonable to consider the possibility
of Pakistan acting out against India in Kashmir if India were to
establish deeper links with the Taliban.

Reasons India should engage with the Taliban openly

Wide international recognition: Whether we like it or not, the
Taliban, is going to be part of the political scheme of things in
Afghanistan, and unlike in 1996, a large number of players in
the international community are going to recognise/negotiate/do
business with the Taliban.
Countering Pakistan: The Taliban today is looking for regional
and global partners for recognition and legitimacy especially in
the neighbourhood.
So the less proactive the Indian engagement with the Taliban, the
stronger Pakistan-Taliban relations would become.
A worldly-wise and internationally-exposed Taliban 2.0 would
develop its own agency and sovereign claims including perhaps
calling into question the legitimacy of the Durand Line separating
Pakistan and Afghanistan, something Pakistan was always
concerned about. T
The Taliban would want to hedge their bets on how far to listen to
Pakistan.
That is precisely when New Delhi should engage the Taliban.
Security of civilian assets: India needs to court all parties in
Afghanistan, including the Taliban if it wants to ensure its security
of its civilian assets there.
It makes neither strategic nor economic sense to withdraw from
Afghanistan after spending over $3 billion, something the
Government seems to be prepared to do
Being a part of Afghanistan’s future course: If India is not
proactive in Afghanistan at least now, late as it is, Russia, Iran,
Pakistan and China will emerge as the shapers of Afghanistan’s
political and geopolitical destiny, which for sure will be detrimental
to Indian interests there.
Continental grand strategy:  Backchannel talks with Pakistan
and a consequent ceasefire on the Line of Control, political dialogue
with the mainstream Kashmiri leadership, secret parleys with
Taliban all indicate that India is opening up its congested north-
western frontier.
 Except for the strategic foray into the Indo-Pacific, India today
is strategically boxed in the region and it must break out of it.
Afghanistan could provide, if not immediately, India with such a way
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out.

Consider the question ” India’s Afghan policy is at a major
crossroads; to safeguard its civilian assets there as well as to stay
relevant in the unfolding ‘great game’ in and around Afghanistan,
New Delhi must fundamentally reset its Afghanistan policy.
Comment.” 

Conclusion

In the end, India’s engagement with the Taliban may or may not achieve
much, but non-engagement will definitely hurt Indian interests.

Durand Line

Durand Line, boundary established in the Hindu Kush in 1893
running through the tribal lands between Afghanistan and British
India, marking their respective spheres of influence.
In modern times it has marked the border between Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
The acceptance of this line—which was named for Sir Mortimer
Durand, who induced ʿAbdor Raḥmān Khān, amir of
Afghanistan, to agree to a boundary—may be said to have
settled the Indo-Afghan frontier problem for the rest of the British
period.

2021-07-24 08:57:52
19th and 20th July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Questions :-

Which of the following cities is formerly known as Bhelsa or
Besnagar in ancient times?

a.   Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

b.   Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh

c.   Nasik, Maharashtra 

d.   Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

2)Milindapanha is in the form of a dialogue between the King
Menander and which of the following Buddhist monk:

 a) Nagarjuna

 b) Nagabhatta

 c) Nagasena

 d) None of the above

3)Lai Haraoba, a ritualistic festival is celebrated by

 a) Hajong communities of Meghalaya

 b) Angami Naga of Nagaland

 c) Lusei communities of Mizoram
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 d) Meitei communities of Manipuri

In the Gupta empire, Paramabhattaraka was a

 a) Minister for foreign affairs

 b) In charge of granaries

 c) Council of Peace and conflict

 d) Title adopted by Gupta Kings

2)In the context of Ancient India, masattuvan were

 a) Bonded labourers who are admonished by the society

 b) Closest relatives of the Kings who could be offered the Royal Throne

 c) Successful merchants of south India

 d) Messengers of peace sent by Indian kingdoms abroad

3)What is the correct chronological order in which the following appeared in
India?

1) Gold coins

2) Punch marked silver coins

3) Iron plough

4) Urban culture

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 3, 4, 2, 1

 b) 4, 3, 1, 2

 c) 3, 4, 1, 2

 d) 4, 3, 2, 1

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) FASTER :- Exasperated over reports on delay in implementation of bail
orders, the Supreme Court Friday said it would implement a “secure,
credible and authentic channel” for transmission of the orders for
execution, saying in the digital age, “we are still looking at the skies for the
pigeons to communicate the orders”.

Christened as FASTER (Fast and Secure Transmission of Electronic
Records), the innovative scheme is conceived for delivery of orders to
concerned prisons, District Courts, High Courts, as the case may be, for
instantaneous delivery of orders passed by apex court through a secure
communication channel, the sources said about the system which would be
implemented.

“This will save time and effort and will ensure that there are no delays in
implementation of the orders passed by the Supreme Court,” they said.

2)According to Ministry of Hajj and Umrah, Saudi Arabia, women can
now register for annual Hajj pilgrimage without male guardian
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(mehram). 

Key Points:- 

In registration guidelines of Hajj for domestic pilgrims, ministry highlights
women do not need require a male guardian to register, and could do
registration along with other women.

3)Climate change, deforestation turned Amazon forest into major
CO2 emitter :- Climate change and deforestation have flipped a large
swathe of the Amazon basin from absorbing to emitting planet-warming
CO2.

Hundreds of high-altitude air samples collected over the last decade
showed that southeastern Amazon, in particular, has shifted from a "sink"
to a source of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas.

The Amazon basin contains about half of the world's tropical rainforests,
which are more effective at soaking up and storing carbon than other
vegetation.

If Amazonia -- with 450 billion tonnes of CO2 locked in its trees and soil --
were to become a consistent source rather than a "sink" of CO2, tackling
the climate crisis would be vastly more challenging.

Several factors have driven the transition in the eastern Amazon, according
to the study.

"Deforestation and forest degradation both reduce Amazonia's capacity to
act as a carbon sink," the authors noted.

Since 1970, the region's tropical forests have declined by 17 percent,
mostly to accommodate pasture for raising cattle and the crops that feed
them.

4)Lokpal yet to get director of inquiry :- More than two years after the
Lokpal came into being, the Centre is yet to appoint a director of inquiry for
conducting a preliminary inquiry into graft complaints sent by the anti-
corruption ombudsman.

Who is ‘Director of Inquiry’?

According to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, there shall be a director
of inquiry, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the GoI.

He/ She shall be appointed by the Central government for conducting
preliminary inquiries referred to the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) by
the Lokpal.

About the Lokpal:-

The Lokpal, the apex body to inquire and investigate graft complaints
against public functionaries, came into being with the appointment of its
chairperson and members in March 2019.

In March 2019, former SC judge Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose was selected
as the first head of the Lokpal.

The salary and allowances of the chairman of the Lokpal will be same as
that of the Chief Justice of India. The members will be paid salary and
allowances same as that of a judge of the Supreme Court.

Lokpal is a multi-member body, that consists of one chairperson and a
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maximum of 8 members.

Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India
or the former Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with
impeccable integrity and outstanding ability, having special knowledge and
expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anti-corruption
policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and
banking, law and management.

Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and
minimum 50% of the Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and
women.

The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme
Court or a former Chief Justice of a High Court.

The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable
integrity and outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of
minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public
administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, law and
management.

The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the
age of 70 years.

The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a
Selection Committee.

The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the
Chairperson; Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha,
Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him/her and One eminent
jurist.

5) MIDDAY MEALS LEAVE A LONG-LASTING IMPACT: STUDY :- 

Mid-Day-Meal (MDM) Scheme

The Mid-day Meal Scheme is a school meal programme of the
Government of India designed to better the nutritional standing of
school-age children nationwide.
Under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which India is a
party, India has committed to yielding “adequate nutritious food”
for children.
The Midday Meal Scheme is covered by the National Food Security
Act, 2013.
The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children
in primary and upper primary classes.
The students of:

1. Government schools,
2. Government aided schools,
3. Local body Education Centres,
4. Education Guarantee Scheme, and alternate innovative

education centres,
5. Madarsa and Maqtabs supported under Sarva Shiksha

Abhiyan,
6. National Child Labour Project schools run by the Ministry of

labour.

How the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme came to be-

Post-Independence, Tamil Nadu was the first state to introduce the
MDM scheme in the 1960s.
The Central scheme to provide meals to school children began in
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1995, however, most states just limited themselves to providing dry
rations.

Supreme Court Order: The Game Changer

A Supreme Court order of 2001 provided for all states to introduce
cooked meals.
The Supreme Court order specified the states to provide “at least
300 calories and 8-12 grams of protein each day of school for a
minimum of 200 days in a year”.

  

Supreme Court on MDM during Pandemic

The SC alerted state governments “Non-supply of nutritional food to
the children as well as lactating and nursing mothers may lead to
large-scale malnourishment, particularly in rural and tribal areas.”
Taking suo motu cognisance of the matter the Court asked states to
ensure that “schemes for nutritional food for children are not
adversely affected”.

Has the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme helped?

Research has shown how hot, cooked food attracted students to
schools and improved their nutritional status.
MDM has been proven to attract children from disadvantaged
sections (especially girls, Dalits and Adivasis) to school.
Along with Improvement of regularity, educational and nutritional
benefits, socialisation benefits and benefits to women are also
highlighted.
Hence, the main positives of this scheme are:

1. Avoiding classroom hunger.
2. Increased school enrolment and attendance.
3. Improved socialisation among castes.
4. Reducing malnutrition.
5. Empowering women through employment.

About the recent study on long term impact of MDM scheme

Girls who had access to the free lunches provided at government
schools, had children with a higher height-to-age ratio than those
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who did not.
The prevalence of stunting was significantly lower in areas where
the mid scheme was implemented in 2005.
The linkages between midday meals and lower stunting in the next
generation were stronger in lower socio-economic strata and likely
work through women’s education, fertility, and use of health
services.

Criticism of MDM scheme and Implementation

Despite the success of the program, child hunger as a problem
persists in India, 42.5% of the children under 5 are underweight.
Some simple health measures such as using iodised salt and getting
vaccinations are uncommon in India.
Many children don’t get enough to eat, which has far-reaching
implications for the performance of the country as a whole.
A 2005 study found that Caste based discrimination continued to
occur in the serving of food.
Media reports have also highlighted several implementation issues,
including irregularity, corruption, hygiene, caste discrimination, etc.
Poor food quality is a major concern, affecting the health of children
(as many media reports show students falling sick dur to lapses in
quality checking and control). There are provisions for regular social
audit, field visits and inspections but these are seldom carried out.
The schools do not function during holidays and vacations which
deprives children of their one daily meal.

6) SUPREME COURT MULLS LIMIT TO ROLE AS POLICY WATCHDOG
:- 

About the recent judgement on intervention by Courts

In July 2021, a Supreme Court Bench said that courts should not
undermine the executive at a time when a “collective effort” was
required to overcome the public health crisis.
According to the latest judgement, the Executive has the benefit of
experts with their expert knowledge and there are certain norms
based on which every institution should function, hence, the courts
intervention into matters pertaining to the executive should not be
overpowering.

May 2021 Judgement on Separation of Powers

In May 2021, the SC bench while hearing the suo motu case
“Distribution of Essential Supplies and Services During the
Pandemic” enunciated that our Constitution does not envisage
courts to be silent spectators when constitutional rights of citizens
are infringed by executive policies. Judicial review and soliciting
constitutional justification for policies formulated by the executive is
an essential function, which the courts are entrusted to perform.
Responding to the government’s argument that it should have
“room for free play in the joints” while dealing with the pandemic,
the SC bench said that the court has no intention to “second-guess
the wisdom of the executive”. However, it continues to exercise
jurisdiction to determine if the chosen policy measure conforms to
the standards of reasonableness, militates against manifest
arbitrariness and protects the right to life of all persons.
The judgment highlighted that courts across the globe have
responded to constitutional challenges to executive policies which
violate rights and liberties of citizens.

What is the separation of power?
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The separation of power is part of governing of a state in which the
components of state like legislative, executive and judiciary remain
independent with each other so that the powers of one branch are
not in conflict with those of the other branches. It is also a part of
independent of judiciary.
Separation of powers, therefore, refers to the division of
government responsibilities into distinct branches to limit any one
branch from exercising the core functions of another.  The intent is
to prevent the concentration of power and provide for checks and
balances.

Although the Constitution of India does not provide strictly for the
separation of powers, these articles provide a general guideline:

1. Article 50: This states that the State or the Government concerned
will take appropriate steps to ensure that the judicial branch is
separated from the functioning and working of the executive
branch.

2. Article 121 & 211: It, in a way, provides for the separation of the
legislature and the judiciary. This article states that the conduct of
justice or the way a judge discharges his duties of any Court cannot
be discussed in the legislature (state or union).

3. Article 122 & 212: This article is aimed at keeping the judiciary (the
law interpreting body) and the legislature (the law-making body)
separated. It does so by stripping the judiciary of any power to
review and question the validity of proceedings that take in a
legislature or the Parliament.

4. Article 361: This article separates the judiciary and the executive. It
states that the President or any governor of any state is not
answerable to any court in the country for actions and activities are
taken in performance/exercise of the powers and duties of their
office.

What is check and balance?

Checks and balances, principle of government under which separate
branches are empowered to prevent actions by other branches and are
induced to share power. Checks and balances are applied primarily in
constitutional governments.

  

Functional Overlapping amongst the organs of
Government

While separation of powers is key to the workings of Indian
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Government, no democratic system exists with an absolute
separation of powers or an absolute lack of separation of powers.
Every organ is, in a way, overlapped in its practical functioning with
the other two organs of the Government. This overlapping enables
the organs to act as a check on each other without too much
interference.

Overlapping Powers of Legislature:

With Judiciary With Executive
Impeachment and the removal of the
judges. Power to amend laws
declared ultra vires by the Court and
revalidating it. In case of breach of its
privilege and it can punish the person
concerned.  

The heads of each governmental
ministries are members of the
legislature. Through a no-confidence
vote, it can dissolve the Government.
Power to assess the works of the
executive. Impeachment of the
President. The council of ministers on
whose advice the President and the
Governor acts are elected members
of the legislature. 

Overlapping Powers of The Executive:

With Judiciary With Legislature
Making appointments to the office of
Chief Justice and other judges.
Powers to grant pardons, reprieve,
respite or remission of punishments
or sentence of any person convicted
of any offence. The tribunals and
other quasi-judicial bodies which are
a part of the executive also discharge
judicial functions.

Power to promulgate ordinance which
has the same force of the Act made
by the Parliament or the State
legislature. Authority to make rules
for regulating their respective
procedure and conduct of business
subject to the provisions of this
Constitution. Powers under delegated
legislation.

Overlapping Powers of The Judiciary:

With Executive With Legislative
Under Article 142, the Supreme Court
functions as an Executive in order to
bring about the complete justice.

Judicial review, i.e., the power to
review executive action to determine
if it violates the Constitution. Rigidity
/ Non-Amendability of the
Constitution under basic structure.

Hence, we can see that although the Constitution mentions a certain
amount of separation of powers, it does not do so strictly to keep every
organ in check and ensure that it is not entirely free in exercising powers
vested in it without any restraint or ulterior motive that will not be in the
public interest. In addition to functional overlapping, there is a lack of
administrative distinction between the three divisions of the Indian system.

Concerns regarding overlapping of powers

1. The biggest issue of overlap might be that a particular organ cannot
be held accountable for its decision, for example, Judicial Decision
in 2G case, Coal Block case. (Unaccountability)

2. The faith of the public in the institutions of the Government plays a
very crucial role in such a complex and vest democracy. The organs
repeated interventions into others’ decisions leads to the
diminishing of the faith of the people in the quality, efficiency and
integrity of them. (Erosion of faith)

3. It undermines the spirit of democracy as too much accumulation of
powers in organs of Government undermines the principle of check
and balance. (Accumulation of power)

4. Excessive infringement on each other jurisdiction may impede the
smooth functioning of Government and hinder public service and
overall development (Adverse effect on development)
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When is overlapping of powers beneficial?

1. Rule of Law: The accountability and equality in governance are
enhanced by enabling power-sharing laws.

2. Check and Balance: The overlap prevents arbitrary actions by the
other two organs of the Government; an example is the power of
judicial review of the Apex Court of India.

3. Check arbitrariness: Constitutional demarcations of overriding
powers decrease the scope of conflict among the government
organs.

4. Cooperation: The overlapping functions induce power-sharing and
also provides power decentralisation, thus ensuring that the three
organs can work hand-in-hand to solve problems faster.

7) Julia Ducournau's Titane wins Palme d'or at Cannes 2021: Julia
Ducournau, the 37-year-old French director of “Titane”, a freaky and
provocative body-horror drama has become the first female director in 28
years to win the Cannes Film Festival’s Palme d’or. For the first time in
history, women outnumbered men five to four in the Cannes Film Festival’s
main international competition jury.

8) What is AGR :-Telecom operators are required to pay licence fee and
spectrum charges in the form of ‘revenue share’ to the Centre. The revenue
amount used to calculate this revenue share is termed as the AGR.
According to the DoT, the calculations should incorporate all revenues
earned by a telecom company – including from non-telecom sources such
as deposit interests and sale of assets. The companies, however, have been
of the view that AGR should comprise the revenues generated from
telecom services only and non-telecom revenues should be kept out of it.

Editorials of the Day 

Calculating the benefits of lockdowns - Editorial 01 ( 19th ) 

Relevance – Lockdowns due to Covid pandemic incurred a huge cost on
the economy. This article highlights the same.

Synopsis: The article questions the practicability or even desirability of
protecting lives with the aid of lockdowns.

Background

Data show that as of now 26.2% of the world population has
received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.
Of them, only 1% live in low-income countries. By contrast, the
richer nations, such as the U.S., Canada, Germany and Britain,
registered above 50% vaccination by July 17.
For India, the percentage of the adult population that has received
at least one dose stands at 34.1% as of July 18.
How long it will take to eliminate the inequality in the administration
of vaccines is not known.
Till that happens, long or short lockdowns from time to time will
remain the only defence against the virus.
Several researchers have studied the effectiveness of the
lockdowns in economic terms. It is important, therefore, to take
note of the issues that have significance in this context.

The cost of a lockdown

The trade-off between lives and livelihoods: Lockdowns help
you to keep on living, but they prevent you from earning a living.
With incomes drying up, essential expenditures such as those on
food, health and education cannot be sustained. Extreme lockdown
policies imply that you cannot live a meaningful life.
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Loss of GDP: Some researchers believe that the cost of a lockdown
can be measured by the value of lost GDP. The Economist quotes
the case of two European countries (France and Italy). Both
imposed heavy lockdowns and suffered 3% shrinkage in GDP.
The cost of saving COVID-19-infected lives: Research has
established that for every infected person cured in poorer countries,
1.76 children die on account of a fall in the quality of life.
Miseries faced by the vulnerable population: There are other
costs too that should not be overlooked. For example, Reverse
migration of migrant labourers in India. Children are held back from
school leading to emergence of child labour.
Not a permanent solution to control disease: Lockdowns
(severe or mild) prevent the spread of the disease so long as they
last. But resurfaces once the lockdown is lifted. A U.S researcher
has concluded that there is no lifesaving impact of lockdowns at all.

How to calculate the value of a human life?

There are many different ways in which the value of a human life may be
calculated.

A direct method is to study the life insurance premiums people are
willing to pay to ensure proper treatment if afflicted by fatal
diseases.
In rich societies, large amounts will be paid. This can be used to
compute the social benefits of lockdowns, which will probably have
higher values in rich societies than in poor societies where few are
covered by life insurance.

Way forward

Though lockdowns are unavoidable for now, but they need to be carefully
designed, guided by trade-offs between harsh and mild policies. Or else,
the damaged economies of the world will not revive too soon.

Editorial 02 : The crisis ahead, from learning loss to resumption :- 

Synopsis:

If school education revert to business as usual, India has to be prepared to
confront a disaster in educational outcomes

Introduction

Schools have been closed for 16 months now, with no clarity on or a
timeline for their resumption as yet. The country has promoted online
classes and e-connectivity as the solution.

The majority of the states focus on secondary and higher secondary
education. However, due to a lack of connectivity as well as a lack
of access to e-devices, only a fraction of children in this age group
have had online education of any kind.
When it comes to children in the primary and upper primary
classes, even such access has been limited to a minuscule fraction.

Challenges in education during and after the pandemic:

Challenges in online education:
The quality of online education — it is largely abysmal.
As most studies show, the percentage of teachers in the
country capable of handling digital platforms for
pedagogic purposes is very small.
The educational material provided by them has also been
mere reproduction of what is used in a physical classroom.
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Hence, the teaching-learning processes have by and
large been poor.

When schools reopen, Indian schools revert to business as usual,
this will create certain challenges. Such as,

With a reduced syllabus, and no change whatsoever in the
overall curriculum or pedagogy, and racing through the
syllabus to “catch up”. Children who cannot keep up
would simply be left behind.
Children from the poorest sections will be the ones who are
affected the most, by having to race in accelerated learning
programmes with no support at home. This will create
an alienation of already marginalised students.

Various studies on education during the pandemic:

A study in the Netherlands has found that most learning losses
occurred “among students from disadvantaged
homes”. Researchers have also termed this as nutrition loss and
learning loss.
A large multi-State study in the United States records that
the pandemic “has also prompted some students to leave
the public school system altogether”.
According to a study by the Azim Premji Foundation in
India, 92% of children on average have lost at least one
specific language ability from the previous year across all
classes; the figure is 82% when it comes to mathematical
ability.

Suggestions to improve education and global examples:

‘One way of addressing the learning crisis might be to repeat the
entire academic year. For instance, The government in
Kenya has recently decided to do just this. Some countries, such as
the Philippines, allow extended time for classes on
resumption, both in the duration of school hours and more
calendar days of interaction.
To reduce and synthesize the curriculum so that students are
able to focus on a few subjects and learn them well’. For example,
this is followed, for instance, by the State of Ontario in Canada.
Introducing the concept of One-to-one tutoring for the most
disadvantaged learners. For example, the National Tutoring
Programme of the UK and a similar programme in Ghana were done
this.

In Italy, university students are volunteering to conduct one-
on-one classes for middle school children from poor
immigrant backgrounds

Editorial 03 :- Surveillance reform is the need of the hour :- 

Context

The ‘Pegasus Project’ report says that over “300 verified Indian mobile
telephone numbers, including those used by ministers, opposition leaders,
journalists, the legal community, businessmen, government officials,
scientists, rights activists and others”, were targeted using spyware made
by the Israeli firm, NSO Group.

Threat to press freedom

Revelations highlight a disturbing trend with regard to the use of
hacking software against dissidents and adversaries.
A significant number of Indians reportedly affected by Pegasus are
journalists.
This is not surprising since the World Press Freedom Index produced

Page 76/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



by Reporters Without Borders has ranked India 142 out of 180
countries in 2021. 
The press requires (and in democracies is afforded)
greater protections on speech and privacy.
Privacy and free speech are what enable good reporting.
This has been recognised in Supreme Court decisions.
In the absence of privacy, the safety of journalists, especially those
whose work criticises the government, and the personal safety of
their sources is jeopardised.
Such a lack of privacy, therefore, creates an aura of distrust around
these journalists and effectively buries their credibility.

Issues with the legal provision

Provisions of law under the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 and
the Information Technology (IT) Act of 2000 are used by the
government for its interception and monitoring activities. 
While the provisions of the Telegraph Act relate to telephone
conversations, the IT Act relates to all communications
undertaken using a computer resource.
Both provisions are problematic and offer the government total
opacity in respect of its interception and monitoring activities.
Section 69 of the IT Act and the Interception Rules of
2009 are even more opaque than the Telegraph Act, and offer even
weaker protections to the surveilled.
No provision, however, allows the government to hack the phones
of any individual since the hacking of computer resources, including
mobile phones and apps, is a criminal offence under the IT Act.

Issues with surveillance system

Surveillance itself, whether under a provision of law or without it, is
a gross violation of the fundamental rights of citizens.
Violation of freedom of speech: The very existence of a
surveillance system impacts the right to privacy and the exercise
of freedom of speech and personal liberty under Articles 19
and 21 of the Constitution, respectively.
It prevents people from reading and exchanging unorthodox,
controversial or provocative ideas.
No scope for judicial scrutiny: There is also no scope for an
individual subjected to surveillance to approach a court of law
prior to or during or subsequent to acts of surveillance since the
system itself is covert.
No oversight: In the absence of parliamentary or judicial
oversight, electronic surveillance gives the executive the power to
influence both the subject of surveillance and all classes of
individuals, resulting in a chilling effect on free speech.
Against separation of power: Constitutional functionaries such
as a sitting judge of the Supreme Court have reportedly been
surveilled under Pegasus.
Vesting such disproportionate power with one wing of the
government threatens the separation of powers of the
government.
The existing provisions are insufficient to protect against
the spread of authoritarianism since they allow the executive to
exercise a disproportionate amount of power.

Way forward

There needs to be oversight from another branch of the
government.
Judicial oversight: Only the judiciary can be competent to decide
whether specific instances of surveillance are proportionate,
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whether less onerous alternatives are available, and to balance the
necessity of the government’s objectives with the rights of the
impacted individuals.
Surveillance reforms: Not only are existing protections
weak but the proposed legislation related to the personal data
protection of Indian citizens fails to consider surveillance while
also providing wide exemptions to government authorities.
Surveillance reform is the need of the hour in India.

Consider the question “Discuss the threats posed by the use of
surveillance systems by the government. Suggest the measures to
deal with these threats.”

Conclusion

The only solution to the problem of spyware is immediate and far-reaching
surveillance reform.

2021-07-18 18:54:15
17th and 18th July 2021 The Hindu Newspaper

1. Who among the following acts as the ‘Residual Legatee’ at the
Central level?

a.   Prime Minister

b.   Cabinet Secretary

c. Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister

d. Secretary to Ministry of Home Affairs

Explanation :- The chief secretary is the Residual Legatee at the state
level, while the Cabinet Secretary does not perform this legal function at
the Centre. At the central level It Is performed by the Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister who Is the administrative head of the PM office.

2)Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct with respect to
Article 311

1) Under the article, no civil servant can be dismissed or removed or
reduced in rank except after an inquiry.

2) Under the article, the safeguard of an inquiry provided to a Civil servant
does not apply in cases of conviction on a criminal charge.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c. Both 1 and 2

d.   Neither 1 nor 2

3)Which of the following countries is first to harvest from Space
Rice Cultivation?

a.   South Korea
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b. China

c.   Russia

d. Japan

4) Mangerbani Cave Paintings are found in which of the following states?

a.   Punjab

b.   Gujarat

c. Haryana

d.   Madhya Pradesh

2) Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct with respect
to Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI)

1. It is the only Central Public Sector undertaking dedicated to the
solar energy sector under the administrative control of Ministry of
Power.

2. It is the single largest Green Financier in the country.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d.  Neither 1 nor 2

6)Consider the following statements with respect to Non-Fungible Tokens

1. It is a digital asset that represents real-world object and allows people to
trade the ownership of digital entities.

2.Each non-fungible token is uniquely identifiable and are not
interchangeable in nature.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Specific Facts 

Complete Picture of India - Afghanistan ties 
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As the Taliban push ahead with military offensives across Afghanistan,
preparing to take over after the exit of US and NATO forces, India faces a
situation in which it may lose all its stakes.

India-Afghan ties

After a break between 1996 and 2001, when India joined the world
in shunning the previous Taliban regime (only Pakistan, the UAE,
and Saudi Arabia kept ties).
One-way New Delhi re-established ties with the country in the two
decades after the 9/11 attacks was to pour in development
assistance, under the protective umbrella of the US presence.
India built vital roads, dams, electricity transmission lines and
substations, schools and hospitals, etc. India’s development
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assistance is now estimated to be worth well over $3 billion.
And unlike in other countries where India’s infrastructure projects
have barely got off the ground or are mired in the host nation’s
politics, it has delivered in Afghanistan.

A soft corner

Afghanistan is vital to India’s strategic interests in the region.
It is also perhaps the only SAARC nation whose people have much
affection for India.
Taliban takeover would mean a reversal of nearly 20 years of
rebuilding a relationship that goes back centuries.

Projects across the country

  

[1] SALMA DAM

Already, there has been fighting in the area where one of India’s
high-visibility projects is located — the 42MW Salma Dam in Herat
province.
The hydropower and irrigation project, completed against many
odds and inaugurated in 2016, is known as the Afghan-India
Friendship Dam.
In the past few weeks, the Taliban have mounted attacks in nearby
places, killing several security personnel.
The Taliban claim the area around the dam is now under their
control.

[2] ZARANJ-DELARAM HIGHWAY
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The other high-profile project was the 218-km Zaranj-Delaram
highway built by the Border Roads Organisation. Zaranj is located
close to Afghanistan’s border with Iran.
With Pakistan denying India overland access for trade with
Afghanistan, the highway is of strategic importance to New Delhi, as
it provides an alternative route into landlocked Afghanistan through
Iran’s Chabahar port.

[3] AFGHAN PARLIAMENT

The Afghan Parliament in Kabul was built by India at $90 million.
It was opened in 2015; PM Modi inaugurated the building.
A block in the building is named after former PM AB Vajpayee.

[4] STOR PALACE

In 2016, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and PM Modi inaugurated
the restored Stor Palace in Kabul, originally built in the late 19th
century.
It is famous for the 1919 Rawalpindi Agreement by which
Afghanistan became an independent country.

[5] POWER INFRA

Other Indian projects in Afghanistan include the rebuilding of power
infrastructure such as the 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-
Khumri, the capital of Baghlan province to the north of Kabul.
Indian contractors and workers also restored telecommunications
infrastructure in many provinces.

[6] HEALTH INFRA

India has reconstructed a children’s hospital it had helped build in
Kabul in 1972 —named Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health in
1985 — that was in shambles after the war.
‘Indian Medical Missions’ have held free consultation camps in
several areas.
Thousands who lost their limbs after stepping on mines left over
from the war have been fitted with the Jaipur Foot.
India has also built clinics in the border provinces of Badakhshan,
Balkh, Kandahar, Khost, Kunar, Nangarhar, Nimruz, Nooristan,
Paktia and Paktika.

[7] TRANSPORTATION

According to the MEA, India gifted 400 buses and 200 mini-buses for
urban transportation, 105 utility vehicles for municipalities, 285
military vehicles for the Afghan Army.
It also gave three Air India aircraft to Ariana, the Afghan national
carrier, when it was restarting operations.

[8] OTHER PROJECTS

India has contributed desks and benches for schools, and built solar
panels in remote villages, and Sulabh toilet blocks in Kabul.
New Delhi has also played a role in building capacity, with
vocational training institutes, scholarships to Afghan students,
mentoring programmes in the civil service, and training for doctors
and others.

Various ongoing project

India had concluded with Afghanistan an agreement for the
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construction of the Shatoot Dam in Kabul district, which would
provide safe drinking water to 2 million residents.
Last year, India pledged $1 million for another Aga Khan heritage
project, the restoration of the Bala Hissar Fort south of Kabul, whose
origins go back to the 6th century.
Bala Hissar went on to become a significant Mughal fort, parts of it
were rebuilt by Jahangir, and it was used as a residence by Shah
Jahan.

Bilateral trade

Despite the denial of an overland route by Pakistan, the India-
Afghanistan trade has grown with the establishment in 2017 of an
air freight corridor.
In 2019-20, bilateral trade crossed $1.3 billion.
The balance of trade is heavily tilted — exports from India are worth
approximately $900 million, while Afghanistan’s exports to India are
about $500 million.
Afghan exports are mainly fresh and dried fruit.
Some of this comes overland through the Wagah border; Pakistan
has permitted Afghan trade with India through its territory.
Indian exports to Afghanistan take place mainly through
government-to-government contracts with Indian companies.
Exports include pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, computers
and related materials, cement, and sugar.
Trade through Chabahar started in 2017 but is restricted by the
absence of connectivity from the port to the Afghan border.

2) A New Quad group for Afghanistan announced :- The US,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan have agreed in principle to establish
a new quadrilateral diplomatic platform focused on enhancing regional
connectivity, the Biden administration has said.

“The parties consider long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan critical
to regional connectivity and agree that peace and regional connectivity are
mutually reinforcing,”

Located at the heart of the historic Silk Road, Afghanistan was long the
crossroads of commerce between Asian countries connecting them to
Europe, and enhancing religious, cultural, and commercial contacts.

The formation of the new quad group is important amid China's desire to
extend its Belt Road Initiative (BRI) to Afghanistan.

The BRI, a multi-billion-dollar initiative launched by Chinese President Xi
Jinping when he came to power in 2013, aims to link Southeast Asia,
Central Asia, the Gulf region, Africa and Europe with a network of land and
sea routes.

3) Kisan Sarathi Platform :- 

In order to facilitate farmers to get ‘right information at right time’ in their
desired language, a digital platform namely ‘Kisan Sarathi’ was launched by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

Kisan Sarathi

This digital platform empowers farmers with the technological
interventions to reach farmers in remote areas.
Through this platform, the farmers can interact and avail
personalized advisories on agriculture and allied areas directly from
the respective scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs).
Using this platform, farmers can get information about crop and
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crop production, among other things that will help them in
improving the quantity of their produce.
Farmers will be able to get information about good crop practices,
the right amount of products and many other basic things.

4) Phosphine in Venus :- Phosphine is a colorless, flammable, and
explosive gas at ambient temperature that has the odor of garlic or
decaying fish. Small amounts occur naturally from the break down of
organic matter. It is slightly soluble in water.

5) All about NCBS and recent Controversy :- 

National Centre for Biological Sciences in Bangalore, Karnataka, is
a research centre specialising in biological research. It is a part of theTata
Institute of Fundamental Research under the Department of Atomic
Energy of the Government of India. 

Why in Controversy Recently :- A research paper by scientists at
the National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), among India’s
top research institutes and part of the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, announcing a breakthrough in the field of
chemical biology, and published in the prestigious Nature Chemical
Biology (NCB), has been retracted as its key findings were
manipulated.

On October 5, 2020, the paper “Discovery of iron-sensing bacterial
riboswitches” was published online in the NCB. The publication was
announced in an NCBS press release on October 6, 2020. Its listed authors
were Siladitya Bandyopadhyay, Susmitnarayan Chaudhury, Dolly Mehta
and Arati Ramesh, the last of whom was the group leader and is faculty at
the NCBS.

The finding was significant as it announced the discovery of a new
class of RNA (ribonucleic acid) molecules that could detect iron .
Thus far, it was thought, iron could be detected only by specialised protein.
RNA molecules, it has emerged, could detect nickel, cobalt, manganese but
being able to detect iron, a key element that’s vital for governing many
biochemical processes, opened the possibility of designing RNA-based
sensors. The discovery was widely covered in several media publications.

Editorials of the Day 

Editorial 01 :- A panoramic look at our three decades of economic
reforms

Context

This month marks the 30th anniversary of the economic reforms launched
by our then finance minister Manmohan Singh in his budget speech of 24
July 1991.

After and before reform comparison

 The average annual growth over the past three decades has been
5.8% per annum.
It is slightly higher than 5.6% in the decade before 1991.
Clearly, our growth acceleration was not sustained, despite a pick-
up in the pace of reforms.
However, on a long-term comparison, the economy did better
than its 4.1% average of the first 40 years of independence.
But if we compare our first four decades with the pre-1947 phase,
and on that score, we saw a massive growth improvement.
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Impact of reforms

Their biggest contribution was a change in India’s economic
paradigm.
Every government after 1991 has embraced the philosophy of
liberalization and privatization that those reforms initiated and
has tried to outdo the previous regimes on that.
Still, 30 years on, the situation for most of our population
remains unchanged.
The reforms created a class of rich entrepreneurs and a small
but vocal middle class in urban areas.
But it also contributed to widening inequality, which has
worsened after 1991 and is now at its worst level since 1947 on
almost all dimensions.
The widening of disparities also occurred between urban and rural
areas, between laggard states and developed ones.
Disparities have increased even further in terms of access to
health and education and several other human- development
indicators.
On most of these, be it education, health, women’s workforce
participation and hunger, we remain at the bottom of any global
chart of comparison.
The logic of reforms meant that expenditure on
welfare and investment in human development were not a
policy priority.
The situation is no different on employment, with data suggesting
an absolute decline on this count and a historic rise in
unemployment rates.
An official consumption survey that was not accepted about two
years ago by the Centre had shown, a decline in real
consumption and a rise in poverty.
Rising informalization and contractualization of the country’s
workforce has been a factor in the worsening of most workers’
working conditions.

Why reforms failed to deliver

In many ways, they are no different from our pre-reform economic
policies, all of which were supply- side responses.
The reforms attempted to use the private sector for the task
through a liberalized regulatory
framework and business-friendly fiscal and monetary
policies.
But an absence of concern for distributional
inequities and aggregate-demand management has continued
as the defining feature of our economic policymaking.
The consequences of supply-side- biased reforms will show up in
a further worsening of income distribution and eventually slow
growth down.

Conclusion

Things have taken a turn for the worse with the pandemic. The problem
this time is not like the 1991 crisis. What is needed at this point is a
fundamental shift in the way economic policy is designed, keeping people
and workers at the centre of the exercise.

Editorial 02 :- Curbs on Mastercard

The Reserve Bank of India has so far barred three foreign card payment
network companies — Mastercard, American Express and Diners Club —
from taking new customers on board over the issue of storing data in India.
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Will existing card users and banks be affected?

No. Existing customers using a credit card or a debit card with Mastercard,
American Express or Diners Club as the payment network can continue
using these. Banks and non-banking finance companies that were planning
to use these payment networks won’t be able to use these platforms to
enrol new customers until the RBI lifts the ban.

What do the RBI guidelines stipulate?

By the RBI circular on Storage of Payment System Data dated April 6, 2018,
all system providers were directed to ensure that within six months the
entire data (full end-to-end transaction details, information collected or
carried or processed as part of the message or payment instruction)
relating to payment systems operated by them is stored in a system only in
India. They were also required to report compliance to the RBI and submit a
board-approved system audit report conducted by a CERT-In empanelled
auditor within the timelines specified. However, credit and card firms
with global operations have been resisting the move, citing costs,
security risk, lack of clarity, timeline, and the possibility of data
localisation demand from other countries.

What is the need for local data storage? :- Experts believe that
customer privacy and national security are genuine concerns that need to
be taken seriously. However, many also believe that data localisation rules
are too stringent and they could simply be used by governments as tools of
economic protectionism.

Explained: Shreya Singhal case that
struck down Section 66A of IT Act
Six years after it struck down Section 66A of the Information Technology
Act, 2000, the Supreme Court earlier this month termed its continued use
by law enforcement agencies of various states as “a shocking state of
affairs” and sought a response from the Centre.

What did Section 66A do?

Introduced in 2008, the amendment to the IT Act, 2000, gave the
government power to arrest and imprison an individual for allegedly
“offensive and menacing” online posts, and was passed without
discussion in Parliament.
Section 66A empowered police to make arrests over what
policemen, in terms of their subjective discretion, could construe as
“offensive” or “menacing” or for the purposes of causing
annoyance, inconvenience, etc.
It prescribed the punishment for sending messages through a
computer or any other communication device like a mobile phone
or a tablet, and a conviction could fetch a maximum of three years
in jail.
In 2015, the apex court struck down the law in the landmark case
Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, calling it “open-ended and
unconstitutionally vague”, and thus expanded the contours of free
speech to the Internet.

Why was the law criticized?

The problem was with the vagueness about what is “offensive”.
The word having a very wide connotation was open to distinctive,
varied interpretations.
It was seen as subjective, and what might have been innocuous for
one person, could lead to a complaint from someone else and,
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consequently, an arrest arbitrarily.

So, how did 66A come under the Supreme Court’s scrutiny?

The first petition came up in the court following the arrest of two
girls in Maharashtra by Thane Police in November 2012 over a
Facebook post.
The girls had made comments on the shutdown of Mumbai for the
funeral of a political leader.
The arrests triggered outrage from all quarters over the manner in
which the cyber law was used.
The petition was filed by Shreya Singhal, then a 21-year-old law
student.

What were the grounds for the challenge?

The objective behind the 2008 amendment was to prevent the
misuse of information technology, particularly through social media.
The petitioners argued that Section 66A came with extremely wide
parameters, which allowed whimsical interpretations by law
enforcement agencies.
Most of the terms used in the section had not been specifically
defined under the Act.
The law was a potential tool to gag legitimate free speech online
and to curtail freedom of speech and expression guaranteed under
the Constitution, going far beyond the ambit of “reasonable
restrictions” on that freedom.

What did the Supreme Court decide?

In March 2015, a bench of Justices J. Chelameswar and R.F. Nariman
ruled in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India declared Section 66A
unconstitutional for “being violative of Article 19(1)(a) and not
saved under Article 19(2).”
Article 19(1)(a) gives people the right to speech and expression
whereas 19(2) accords the state the power to impose “reasonable
restrictions” on the exercise of this right.
The decision was considered a landmark judicial pushback against
state encroachment on the freedom of speech and expression.
The bench also read down Section 79– now at the centre of the
ongoing “intermediary liability” battle between the Centre and
micro-blogging platform Twitter– defining key rules for the
relationship between governments and commercial internet
platforms.
Section 79 says that any intermediary shall not be held legally or
otherwise liable for any third party information, data, or
communication link made available or hosted on its platform.

2021-07-18 18:34:45
16th July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Consider the following statements with respect to Karman Line

It is an imaginary boundary between the Earth’s Atmosphere and the Outer
Space, 100 kilometers above the mean sea level. .

It has been recognised as the legal boundary in the Outer Space Treaty
adopted in 1967.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
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a. 1 only

b.   2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d.   Neither 1 nor 2

2)Gravelyia Boro, recently in news, is related to?

a.   It is a newly discovered virus that affects Asiatic Lions

b.   It is a newly discovered tree frog in Arunachal Pradesh

c.   It is a newly discovered fish species discovered in Mizoram

d.  It is a newly discovered burrow spider in Assam

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) What is Gram Nyayalayas Act and provisions?

Gram Nyayalayas were established for speedy and easy access to the
justice system in the rural areas across the country.

The Gram Nyayalayas Act came into force on October 2, 2009.

In terms of Section 3(1) of the Act, it is for the State Governments to
establish Gram Nyayalayas in consultation with the respective High Courts.

The Act authorizes Gram Nyayalaya to hold a mobile court outside its
headquarters.

Some major reasons behind the non-enforcement include financial
constraints, the reluctance of lawyers, police and other government
officials.

Features of the Gram Nyayalayas

Gram Nyayalaya is established generally at headquarter of every
Panchayat at the intermediate level or a group of contiguous panchayat in
a district where there is no panchayat at an intermediate level.

The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a Nyayadhikari, who will have
the same power, enjoy the same salary and benefits of a Judicial Magistrate
of First Class.

Such Nyayadhikari is to be appointed by the State Government in
consultation with the respective High Court.

Jurisdiction:- 

A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction over an area specified by a notification
by the State Government in consultation with the respective High Court.

The Court can function as a mobile court at any place within the jurisdiction
of such Gram Nyayalaya, after giving wide publicity to that regard.

The Gram Nyayalayas have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the
offences and nature of suits specified in the First, Second and Third
schedule of the Act.

The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are fixed by the respective
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High Courts.

Appeals in criminal matter can be made to the Sessions Court in the
respective jurisdiction and in civil matters to the District Court within a
period of one month from the date of judgment.

2)Lt Governor has dismissed 11 Jammu and Kashmir government
employees for alleged terror links under provisions of Article 311(2)(c) of
the Constitution.

What is Article 311?

Article 311 of the Constitution deals with ‘Dismissal, removal or reduction in
rank of persons employed in civil capacities under the Union or a State’.

Under Article 311(2), no civil servant can be “dismissed or removed or
reduced in rank except after an inquiry in which he has been informed of
the charges and given a reasonable opportunity of being heard in respect
of those charges’’.

Subsection (c) of the provision, however, says this clause shall not apply
“where the President or the Governor, as the case may be, is satisfied that
in the interest of the security of the State it is not expedient to hold such
inquiry”.

Remedy available

The only available remedy to a terminated employee is to challenge the
government’s decision in the High Court.

3)Article 340

Article 340 of the Indian Constitution lays down conditions for the
appointment of a Commission to investigate the conditions of the backward
classes.

The President may by order appoint a Commission consisting of such
persons as he thinks fit to investigate the conditions of socially and
educationally backward classes within the territory of India.

4)Sedition Law and its discontents :- 

  

The CJI is now convinced that sedition law (IPC 124A) is being misused by
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the authorities to trample upon citizens’ fundamental rights of free speech
and liberty.

What does Section 124A of the IPC say?

The section deals with the offence of sedition, a term that covers
speech or writing, or any form of visible representation, which
brings the government into hatred or contempt, or excites
disaffection towards the government, or attempts to do so.
It is punishable with three years in prison or a life term.
“Disaffection”, it says, includes disloyalty and feelings of enmity.
However, it also says expressing disapproval of government
measures or actions, with a view to getting them changed by lawful
means, without promoting hatred or disaffection or contempt
towards the government will not come under this section.

What is its origin?

Colonial past: Sedition was introduced in the penal code in 1870,
a decade after the Indian Penal Code came into force.
It was a colonial law directed against strong criticism of the British
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administration.
Putting curb on Freedom fighters: Its most famous victims
included Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi.
Gandhi called it “the prince among the political sections of the IPC
designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen”.

Is it constitutionally valid?

Violative of FRs: Two high courts had found it unconstitutional
after Independence, as it violated the freedom of speech and
expression.
Reasonable restrictions: The Constitution was amended to
include ‘public order’ as one of the ‘reasonable restrictions’ on
which free speech could be abridged by law.
Kedar Nath Case: Thereafter, the Supreme Court, in Kedar Nath
Singh v. State of Bihar (1962) upheld its validity.
At the same time, it limited its application to acts that involve
“intention or tendency to create disorder” or incitement to violence.
Thus, even strongly worded remarks, as long as they do not excite
disloyalty and enmity, or incite violence, are not an offence under
this section.

Why the controversy now?

Frequent use: In recent times, the resort to this section is seen as
disturbingly frequent.
Curbing dissent: Activists, cartoonists and intellectuals have been
arrested under this section, drawing criticism from liberals that it is
being used to suppress dissent and silence critics.
Misuse for propaganda: Authorities and the police who invoke
this section defend the measure as a necessary step to prevent
public disorder and anti-national activities.
Irrelevance: Many of them have also been detained under the
National Security Act and UAPA.

What is being debated about it?

Liberals and rights activists have been demanding the scrapping of
Section 124A.
It is argued that the provision is “overbroad”, i.e., it defines the
offence in wide terms threatening the liberty of citizens.
The Law Commission has also called for a reconsideration of the
section.
It has pointed that Britain abolished it more than a decade ago and
raised the question of whether a provision introduced by the British
to put down the freedom struggle should continue to be law in
India.
Some argue that a presumption of constitutionality does not apply
to pre-constitutional laws as those laws have been made by foreign
legislature or bodies.

What has the apex court observed?

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud had flagged the indiscriminate use of the
sedition law against people who aired their grievances about the
government’s COVID management.
People have been charged even for seeking help to gain medical
access, equipment, drugs and oxygen cylinders, especially during
the second wave of the pandemic.
Justice U.U. Lalit, in his recent judgment, quashed a sedition case
against a person for his alleged remarks about the PM and the
Union Government.
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Way forward

The time is long past when the mere criticism of governments was
sufficient to constitute sedition.
The right to utter honest and reasonable criticism is a source of
strength to a community rather than a weakness, the CJI has
recorded.

6) Simpler drone rules in the offing :- 

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has released Draft Drone Rules, 2021, for
public consultation.

Details:

The rules will replace the Unmanned Aircraft System Rules,
2021 notified in March 2021.
The intent is to make the rules user-friendly and to encourage
drone research and development. 

Key takeaways from the Draft Drone Rules, 2021:

The number of forms to be filled to seek authorisation before
operating a drone has been reduced from 25 to six.
Fee reduced to nominal levels. No linkage with the size of the
drone.
Safety features like ‘No permission – no take-off’ (NPNT), real-time
tracking beacon, geo-fencing, etc. to be notified in future. A six-
month lead time will be provided for compliance.
Digital sky platform would be developed as a business-friendly
single-window online system.
No pilot licence required for micro drones (for non-commercial
use), nano drones and for R&D organisations.
No restriction on drone operations by foreign-owned companies
registered in India.
Import of drones and drone components to be regulated by
the Directorate General of Foreign Trade. This is in order
to encourage indigenous manufacturing.
No security clearance required before any registration or licence
issuance.
Coverage of drones under Drone Rules, 2021 increased from
300 kg to 500 kg. This will cover drone taxis also.
Directorate General of Civil Aviation shall prescribe training
requirements, oversee drone schools and provide pilot licences
online.
Maximum penalty under Drone Rules, 2021 reduced to INR 1
lakh.
Drone corridors will be developed for cargo deliveries.
Drone promotion council to be set up to facilitate a business-
friendly regulatory regime.
The Union government may specify certain standards for obtaining
a certificate of airworthiness for drones, which will promote
the use of made-in-India technologies, designs, components and
drones; and India’s regional navigation satellite system
named Navigation with Indian Constellation.

7) About Gira Sarabhai :- Gira Sarabhai, architect, designer, founder of
the National Institute of Design (NID) and creator of the Calico Museum of
Textiles, died in Ahmedabad Thursday afternoon. She was 97 and died of
age-related illness.

Born as the youngest of the eight children of Ambalal and Sarla Devi
Sarabhai in 1923, Gira who trained under American architect Frank Lloyd
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Wright in Wisconsin, returned to India with an understanding and sense of
space that were instrumental in realising the vision that she and Gautam
shared for the building of the NID on the banks of the Sabarmati river.

Ambalal founded the Calico Mills, one of Ahmedabad’s oldest mills, and the
textile museum housed in the former Sarabhai home- The Retreat- was
named after it.

8) Jaishankar meets Ghani, discusses Taliban :- 

What’s in News?

India’s External Affairs Minister discussed the situation in and around
Afghanistan with Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, the U.S. Deputy
National Security Adviser, Special Envoy as well as other Foreign Ministers.

The meeting was focused on the rapid developments and
advances by the Taliban within days of the U.S. and NATO
troops’ pull-out from the Bagram airbase.
Besides, the Ghani government is conducting a review of
the Afghanistan National Defence and Security Forces
(ANDSF) military strategy, which could see it shift tactics
in dealing with the Taliban that has claimed several key
towns and border check post areas.

9) Negative Supply Shock is the Reason for increase in prices and
inflation := A supply shock is an unexpected event that changes the
supply of a product or commodity , resulting in a sudden change in
price. A positive supply shock increases output causing prices to decrease,
while a negative supply shock decreases output causing prices to increase.

Editorial of the Day 

Editorial 01 : Interference an investigating officer can do without

Context

Instances of judiciary directing the investigating officer point to the need
for restraint from the judiciary.

Challenging the discretion of investigating officer

There have been growing instances of subordinate judicial officers,
and even High Courts sometimes, directing the investigating
officer to effect the arrest of a particular individual.
To deal with the issue, the Supreme Court of India recently made
the observation that courts have no authority to direct an
investigating officer to in turn direct the arrest of any particular
individual connected with a crime
This points to the need for a slightly kindlier view of police conduct
and more latitude to them in the standard operating procedures
which they follow, especially when they investigate a complicated
crime.
The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) vests sufficient
discretion in the investigating officer to take such decisions as
arrests and searches.

Issues with court’s directions

Court observations that smack of a lack of faith in police ability and
integrity will make grass-root level policemen even more
arbitrary than now and force them into carrying out questionable
actions that will cast aspersions on an officer’s ability to think for
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himself.
Court interference in the day-to-day investigation is not only
undesirable but is also not sanctioned by law.
Only the Supreme Court, has been vested with enormous authority
and discretion by the Constitution, the lesser courts shall not give
directions in the matter of arrests and searches.

Safeguard against police misconduct

We need to educate the Executive and the common man that it is
now well-established law that the police have to register an FIR.
It is mandatory that every police station in the land should register
a complaint under the relevant sections of a statute the
moment a cognisable offence is made out in the complaint
There is another safeguard against police misconduct.
The CrPC makes it obligatory for the investigating officer to write a
diary that details the action taken every day following registration.
When in doubt, the competent court, which already has a copy of
the first information report, can demand to see the case diary.
Courts should remember that the police are a well-established
hierarchy that is obligated to ensure objectivity during a criminal
investigation.
Every investigation is supervised by at least two immediate
senior officers.

Conclusion

Judicial interference in an investigation is counterproductive to the idea of
justice. Therefore, there is a need for allowing more freedom to the
investigating officers in the standard operating procedure that they follow.

2021-07-17 00:52:41
15 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Which of the following is the first country in our immediate neighbourhood
to accept mobile based payments through the BHIM App?

a. Nepal
b. Bhutan
c. Maldives
d. Sri Lanka

2)Bryum Bharatiensis, recently in news, is related to

a. It is a new fish species discovered in Assam.
b. It is an extinct bird species found during Pleistocene epoch.
c. It is a native moss species discovered in Antarctica.
d. It is a new virus that affects Artic animals. 

3)Consider the following pairs:

1. India’s single largest solar park – Ladakh
2. India’s largest Floating Solar project – Rann of kutch
3. India’s first Green Hydrogen Mobility project – Visakhapatnam.

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are correctly matched?

a. 1 only
b. 1 and 3 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. None of the above
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Prelims Factual News Items of the Day 

1. Bhutan becomes first neighbor to use BHIM UPI

Bhutan becomes the first country, in India’s immediate neighbourhood, to
use the BHIM app for mobile-based payments and “to adopt UPI standards
for its QR deployment”.

Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM):- 

BHIM is an Indian mobile payment App developed by the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI), based on the Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

Named after B. R. Ambedkar and launched on 30 December 2016 it is
intended to facilitate e-payments directly through banks and encourage
cashless transactions.

The application supports all Indian banks which use UPI, which is built over
the Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) infrastructure and allows the user to
instantly transfer money between bank accounts of any two parties.

It can be used on all mobile devices.

Note: Bhutan has become the first country to adopt India’s Unified Payment
Interface (UPI) standards for its quick response (QR) code. It is also the
second country after Singapore to have BHIM-UPI acceptance at merchant
locations, NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL).

What is UPI?

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system
developed by NPCI facilitating inter-bank transactions.

The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India and works by
instantly transferring funds between two bank accounts on a mobile
platform.

2) What is UV-C technology? : - The Union Ministry for Science and
Technology has informed that Ultraviolet-C or UV-C Disinfection Technology
will soon be installed in Parliament for the mitigation of airborne
transmission of SARS-COV-2.

UV-C air duct disinfection system

The UV-C air duct disinfection system was developed by CSIR-CSIO (Central
Scientific Instruments Organisation).

The system is designed to fit into any existing air-ducts and the virucidal
dosages using UV-C intensity and residence time can be optimized
according to the existing space.

The release adds that the virus is deactivated in any aerosol particles by
the calibrated levels of UV-C light. It can be used in auditoriums, malls,
educational Institutions, AC buses, and railways.

What is Ultraviolet (UV)?

Ultraviolet (UV) is a type of light or radiation naturally emitted by the Sun.
It covers a wavelength range of 100-400 nm. The human visible light
ranges from 380–700 nm.

UV is divided into three bands: UV-C (100-280 nm), UV-B (280-315 nm) and
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UV-A (315-400 nm).

UV-A and UV-B rays from the Sun are transmitted through our atmosphere
and all UV-C is filtered by the ozone layer.

UV-B rays can only reach the outer layer of our skin or epidermis and can
cause sunburns and are also associated with skin cancer.

UV-A rays can penetrate the middle layer of your skin or the dermis and
can cause ageing of skin cells and indirect damage to cells’ DNA.

UV-C radiation from man-made sources has been known to cause skin
burns and eye injuries.

So, can UV-C kill coronavirus?

UV-C radiation (wavelength around 254 nm) has been used for decades to
disinfect the air in hospitals, laboratories, and also in water treatment.

But these conventional germicidal treatments are done in unoccupied
rooms as they can cause health problems.

It can destroy the outer protein coating of the SARS-Coronavirus.

Is it safe for humans?:- 

The device is specifically developed to disinfect non-living things.

UV-C radiation used in this device could be harmful to the skin and eyes of
living beings.

3) Amnesty Scheme for violators of Environment Norms :- 

The union environment ministry has put together an amnesty scheme for
infrastructure and industrial projects that have violated environmental
clearance (EC) norms for Environment Impact Assessment.

What is the Scheme?

The new amnesty scheme empowers regulatory institutions at both central
and state levels:

(1) To identify and report cases of violation

It refers to identify, examine and appraise violation projects,
refraining from causing further environmental damage and also
compensating for causing damage to the environment.

(2) To take action against violators in terms of closure or
demolition of a project

It defines three different actions to be taken for the violation
projects depending upon their EC status.
In case the project has not obtained EC, it will be ordered to close
its operations.
If the project has undergone expansion without obtaining EC for the
expanded portion, it will be ordered to revert the activity/production
to the limit granted in the existing EC.

(3) To levy penalty on them that is akin to the scale of the project

It entitles the regulatory authorities to levy penalties on the
proponent, in addition to the bank guarantee.
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Issues with the scheme

There is also no established procedure to ensure that the
complaints made against the violator are not dismissed without
hearing.
This ambiguity in the memorandum leaves scope for a less
transparent redressal mechanism.
The penalties suggested could be termed as legitimating non-
compliance.

Criticisms

Environmental experts argue that such a move to regularise
projects, irrespective of size, scale or impact, is purely a political
move.
They regarded this move as weakening the EIA process.
This will be the largest regularization scheme for projects that have
operated illegally in India and added to our total environmental and
social burdens.
Thousands of projects operate in different states without any
environmental approval.

Way forward

Looking at the plethora of violation cases it is imperative to develop
such a mechanism.
However, we should not compromise the existing environmental
regulations and adopt a ‘zero tolerance for violation’.

5) Promotion of Pseudoscience in India :- The Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU) is India’s premier national institute for improving
access to education. Recently, IGNOU launched a degree course in
astrology.

This obsession with astrology is not a new phenomenon in a country which
recently sent a spacecraft in orbit around Mars. A similar decision was
taken by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government in 2001, which was
withdrawn after widespread opposition. In this context, all the citizens of
this country who are concerned about the status of education and the role
of scientific temperament in education need to take a stance about this
decision.

Critique of Astrology :-

Let us try and evaluate the three basic assumptions of astrology on which
this syllabus is based.
The first assumption is that the planets around us in the universe have a
continuous effect on human life.
The second assumption is that the result depends on the time of birth of
the person and
the third assumption is that the future of a person depends on all this
and can be changed by solutions offered by an astrologer.

1. As per astrology, nine Navagrahas affect our lives. All of us know
that four of these Navagrahas are not even grahas (planets). The
sun is not a planet but a star. The moon is the natural satellite of
the earth. Rahu and Ketu, which are claimed to be the most
dangerous planets in astrology, are not even planets but points of
intersection of the paths of the sun and the moon.

2. Next, let us look at the time of birth. The nature of a horoscope is
dependent on the time of one’s birth. And the time of birth used for
this purpose by astrology is the time when the baby takes the first
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breath outside the mother’s womb. Modern science tells us that the
baby is actually born when the sperm and ovum come together to
form the embryo, and it grows for the next nine months through
different stages. How do all these Navagrahas not have any impact
on the baby when it is inside the mother’s womb and start affecting
it only when it comes out? 

3. Astrology exploits the vulnerability of the human mind while people
face uncertainty. On the other hand, astrophysics depends on the
core scientific principles of precise observations, hypothesis,
experimentation and results based on all these.

In an era where pseudoscience has started becoming the new normal, it’s
our responsibility as citizens to oppose such decisions and demand the
withdrawal of such a course.

6) India’s neurological disease burden rising :- In 2019, the largest
contributors to the total neurological disorder DALYs in India were stroke
(37·9%), headache disorders (17·5%), epilepsy (11·3%), cerebral palsy
(5·7%), and encephalitis (5·3%).

The contribution of non-communicable and injury-related neurological
disorders to the total disease burden in India has more than doubled
between 1990 and 2019, revealed a study published in The Lancet Global
Health.

The first comprehensive estimates of disease burden due to neurological
disorders and their trends in every state of India from 1990, a part of the
Global Burden of Disease Study 2019, were published by the India State-
Level Disease Burden Initiative a joint initiative of Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) along with other public health institutions.

According to the study, in 2019, the largest contributors to the total
neurological disorder DALYs in India were stroke (37·9%), headache
disorders (17·5%), epilepsy (11·3%), cerebral palsy (5·7%), and encephalitis
(5·3%). Stroke.

“Headache is the commonest neurological disorder affecting 1 in 3 Indians,
and is often neglected in terms of public health priority. It is the second
leading contributor to the disease burden from neurological disorders in
India. Migraine affects females more than males, greatly affecting adults in
the working age population. Headaches, especially migraine, need to be
recognised as a public health problem and included under the national NCD
programme," 

Editorial of the Day 

Editorial 01 : Issues with making welfare conditional

Context

Recently, the government of Uttar Pradesh released a “Population Policy” in
which it stated its intention to bring the gross fertility rate in the State
down from the existing 2.7 to 2.1 by 2026.

Provisions in the Bill

This draft law, titled the Uttar Pradesh Population (Control,
Stabilisation and Welfare) Bill, 2021, seeks to provide a series
of incentives to families that adhere to a two-child norm.
The Bill also intends on disentitling families that breach the
norm from benefits and subsidies.
It promises public servants who undergo sterilisation and adopt a
two-child norm several benefits.

Page 98/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



 The draft Bill also contains a list of punishments.
A person who breaches the two-child norm will be debarred from
securing the benefit of any government-sponsored welfare scheme
and will be disqualified from applying to any State
government job.
Existing government employees who infringe the rule will be denied
the benefit of promotion.
Transgressing individuals will be prohibited from contesting
elections to local authorities and bodies.

Issues with coercive population control policies

1) Counter-productive measure

Through an affidavit filed in court, the central government argued
that “international experience shows that any coercion to have a
certain number of children is counter-productive and leads to
demographic distortions”. 

2) Against international obligations

India is committed to its obligations under international law,
including the principles contained in the International
Conference on Population and Development Programme of
Action, 1994.
Foremost in those principles was a pledge from nations that they
would look beyond demographic targets and focus instead on
guaranteeing a right to reproductive freedom.

3) Against right to reproductive freedom and privacy

 In Suchita Srivastava & Anr vs Chandigarh Administration (2009), 
the Court found that a woman’s freedom to make reproductive
decisions is an integral facet of the right to personal liberty
guaranteed by Article 21.
This ruling was endorsed by the Supreme Court’s nine-judge Bench
verdict in K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India (2017).
A reading of the plurality of opinions there shows us that the
Constitution sees a person’s autonomy over her body as an
extension of the right to privacy.
A simple reading of U.P.’s draft law will show us that, if enacted, it
will grossly impinge on the right to reproductive freedom.
However, In Javed & Ors vs State of Haryana & Ors (2003), the
Court upheld a law that disqualified persons with more than two
children from contesting in local body elections.
But the present UP Bill is far more disproportionate, therefore,
the judgment in Javed can no longer be seen as good law.
The UP government will likely argue that there is no violation of
privacy here because any decision on sterilisation would be
voluntary.
But, as we ought to by now know, making welfare conditional is
a hallmark of coercion.
Therefore, the proposed law will fall foul of a proportionality
analysis.

4) Negative consequences

An already skewed sex ratio may be compounded by
families aborting a daughter in the hope of having a son with a
view to conforming to the two-child norm.
The law could also lead to a proliferation in sterilisation camps, a
practice that the Supreme Court has previously deprecated.
In Devika Biswas vs Union of India (2016), the Court pointed to how
these camps invariably have a disparate impact on minorities and
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other vulnerable groups.

Way forward

Experiences from other States in India show us that there are more
efficacious and alternative measures available to control the growth
of population, including processes aimed at improving public
health and access to education.

Conclusion

For one thing, the reasoning of the Bill goes against the Puttaswamy case.
But as rousing as the nine-judge Bench verdict is, its legacy depends on
how its findings are applied.

2021-07-15 00:05:36
14 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Kesaria Buddha Stupa is located in which of the following states?

a. Bihar
b. Uttar Pradesh
c. Odisha
d. Madhya Pradesh

2)Which of the following statement(s) is/ are correct with respect
to Speaker of the house

1. Constitution has prescribed specific qualifications for a person being
elected as Speaker.

2. Any one even outside the respective house can become a speaker.
3. The Constitution provides that the office of the Speaker should

never be empty.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.   1 & 2 only

b.   2 only

c.   2 & 3 only

d. 3 only

3)Consider the following statements with respect to River Cauvery

1. The River Cauvery rises at Talakaveri on the Brahmagiri range in
the Western Ghats in Karnataka and drains into the Bay of Bengal.

2. The disputed Mekedatu Dam Project is being proposed to be built
across River Cauvery.

3. Harangi, Shimsha and the Arkavati River are the important
tributaries of the River Cauvery.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 and 2 only
b. 1 and 3 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
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Map of the day 

Borders with : R A A T ( Kaali - Black Sea )
R for Russia
A for Azerbaijan
A for Armenia
T for Turkey 

Prelims Specific News Items

A list of new Union Cabinet ministers issued has triggered a debate in
political circles in Tamil Nadu, as well as on social media, by referring to
‘Kongu Nadu’, the informal name for a region in the western part of the
state.

Where is Kongu Nadu?

‘Kongu Nadu’ is neither a place with a PIN code nor a name given formally
to any region.

It is a commonly used name for part of western Tamil Nadu.

In Tamil literature, it was referred to as one of the five regions of ancient
Tamil Nadu.

There were mentions of ‘Kongu Nadu’ in Sangam literature as a separate
territory.

The name derives from Kongu Vellala Gounder, an OBC community with a
significant presence in these districts.

2) India to display relics of St. Ketevan :- 

What is the News?

According to the Archaeological Survey of India(ASI), the relics of St. Queen
Ketevan that were found in Goa in 2005 are likely to be put on display in
India as well as her native Georgia.
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Who was St Queen Ketevan?

St Queen Ketevan also known as Ketevan the Martyr. She was the
queen of Kakheti, a kingdom in eastern Georgia, in the 17th
century.
She was killed in 1624 for not converting to Islam, and parts of
her remains were brought to Goa by Augustinian monks.

Where were her relics found?

The relics of the martyred Queen Ketevan were found by the
ASI in 2005 in the ruins of the Church of St. Augustine. They have
ever since been in the possession of the Indian government.

What has happened now?

Indian Government has gifted one part of the relics of St Queen
Ketevan to Georgia.
However, the larger part of the relic remained with the ASI in Goa
as a reminder of our shared past. This would be publicly displayed
for the first time.

3) Assam bill proposes ban on sale of beef in ‘Hindu, Jain, Sikh
areas’, near temples :- The Assam Cattle Preservation Bill, 2021, bans
the sale and purchase of beef items in areas “predominantly inhabited by
Hindu, Jain, Sikh and other non beef-eating communities”, or “within a
radius of 5 km” of any temple or sattra (Vaishnavite monasteries).

This is a unique provision in the Bill as other states with anti-cattle
slaughter legislations do not exclude specific areas to sell or buy beef and
its products. If passed, the new Bill will replace the Assam Cattle
Preservation Act, 1950, which Sarma said lacked sufficient legal provisions
to protect cows.

As part of the draft Bill, cattle slaughter in the state can be done only with
the permission of the authorities and at a licenced slaughterhouse after
government veterinary officers issue fitness certificates.

The proposed law does not distinguish between different cattle types. It
applies to all cattle that includes “bulls, bullocks, cows, heifer, calves, male
and female buffaloes and buffalo calves”. Both Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, in their anti-slaughter acts, include only cow progeny, but not
buffaloes.

As part of the old legislation, cattle slaughter is allowed only for cattle aged
over 14 years or those that are unfit subject to a “fit-for-slaughter
certificate” issued by a local veterinary officer. The proposed legislation
says that the approval certificate for all cattle is required for slaughter but
adds that a cow cannot be slaughtered regardless of age.

The Bill also bans the transport of cattle without a licence to states where
cattle slaughter is not regulated by law. It adds that cattle cannot be
transported within the state without documents.

The proposed legislation also empowers police officers, not below the rank
of sub-inspector, and registered veterinary officers to enter and inspect any
slaughterhouse for violations. If violations are found, the accused cannot
get bail till the public prosecutor is heard on the petition.

The accused can face imprisonment for three years, which can be extended
up to eights years and fined Rs 3 lakh with limit up to Rs 5 lakh.

4) India to host 2026 BWF World Championship :- The Badminton
World Federation (BWF) has allotted the BWF World Championship to India
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for 2026, it was officially announced.
This will be the second time that India will host the premium tournament,
after the 2009 edition in Hyderabad.

Editorials of the Day 

The upcoming challenges to Indian federalism:- 

Context

In 2026, there will be the challenge of addressing the conflict between the
democratic principles and the federal principles, when there will be a
reallocation of Lok Sabha seats. India needs to reimagine the current
federal compact to address the challenges to federalism.

Population freeze for Lok Sabha seats

Since 1976, seats in the Lok Sabha have reflected the 1971 census
and have not taken into account changes in the population.
The primary reason for this has been unequal population
growth among States.
India’s most highly developed and prosperous States have been
successful at family planning, while the poorer States continue to
expand.
The freeze was thus a chance to ensure that India’s
most successful States are not punished politically for their
success.
Therefore, the Indian Constitution may face an unprecedented crisis
in 2026 when there will be a dramatic change in the
composition of the Lok Sabha.

Challenge of balancing the principle of democracy and federalism

As Article 1 of the Indian Constitution says, India is a Union of
States.
However, the history of the linguistic reorganisation of States in
1956, and subsequent movements for Statehood afterwards
demonstrates that States are distinct associative
communities, within the federal structure of the Indian
Union.
In a democratic set-up, all citizens are equal and are thus
entitled to equal representation in governance.
But this would imply that bigger States are likely to dominate the
national conversation over smaller States.
This leads us to an inherent contradiction between the principles
of democracy and federalism when federal units are unequal in
size, population and economics. 
The small States fear that they would get a smaller share of the
pie economically, a much reduced say in national issues, and be
irrelevant in the political governance of the country.

How the US Constitution addresses the concerns of small states

When the Americans adopted their Constitution, they protected
smaller States in four ways.
First, national powers over the States were limited.
Second, each State regardless of size had two seats in the
Senate, giving smaller States an outsized role in national
governance.
Third, Presidents are elected by electoral votes, which
means they must win States rather than the total national
population.
Fourth, the slave-owning states were allowed to count the slaves for
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purposes of representation, with each slave being counted as three-
fifths of a person.
This essential structure remains the bedrock of the American
Constitution today.

How Indian Constitution deals with the issue?

India’s quasi-federal structure has always been sui generis.
Our founders knew that India’s diversity made federalism
inevitable, but, fearing separatist tendencies among States that had
never been a single political unit, they also created a strong
centre.
However, the 1956 reorganisation of States on linguistic
lines was a popular recognition of federal principles and yet did not
result in separatist tendencies.
Since then, new States within the Union have been created in
response to the demands of people for greater autonomy.

Way forward on addressing the challenges to federalism

There is an urgent need to reimagine our national compact.
Following are the components of such a new balance that need to
be fine-tuned to Indian realities.
Give more powers to States: The powers of States vis-à-vis the
Centre contained in the Lists and in the provisions dealing with
altering boundaries of States must be increased to assuage the fear
of smaller States that they will be dominated by bigger ones.
More localised decision-making is bound to increase national
prosperity.
Indeed, this was the entire goal of the creation of Panchayat
governance through the 73rd and 74th Amendments to the
Constitution.
Expand the role of Rajya Sabha: The role and composition of
the Rajya Sabha, our House of States, must be expanded.
This would allow smaller States a kind of brake over national
majoritarian politics that adversely impact them.
Consent of all states on financial redistribution: Constitutional
change and the change in financial redistribution between the
States must require the consent of all or nearly all States.
Constitutional provisions dealing with language and religion must
also be inviolate.
Break the bigger States: Serious thought must be given to
breaking up the biggest States into smaller units that will not by
themselves dominate the national conversation.

Conclusion

The unity of India is, of course, the fundamental premise underlying this
discussion; but this unity does not depend on an overbearing Centre for its
survival.

Editorial 02 : Framing the legislation, forgetting the transparency

Synopsis: Discussions and transparency indicate trust in the people by an
elected government. However, there is little evidence of that in the framing
of the IT guidelines.

Background:

The Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Amendment Bill
aimed to regulate the business of lakhs of cable operators, multi-
system operators, and broadcasters.
The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government, much like the present
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Government, was clueless about the number of cable operators.
Many had sizeable stakes in the real estate business in the
country and carried the channels for a price which was at
the centre of animosity between the broadcasters and the
cable operators.

The draft of the proposed Bill was discussed with all
stakeholders and spilled over months.
Eventually passed by Parliament in 2002, the Cable Television
Networks Regulation (Amendment) Act was not a perfect Act and
undergone many more amendments.
But the changes were the outcome of intense discussions with
all stakeholders.

This is a marked departure from the manner in which the new Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021 is being pushed through.

Need to regulate digital media:

Lack of data: Former Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Minister commented that the Ministry officials had no fix on the
number of OTT platforms and users in the country.
Increasing user base: There are over 200 million OTT subscribers.
There are around 550 million television and smartphone consumers
in the country. The figures are expected to double by 2025.
No regulation: it’s business along with the entertainment industry
had reached ₹1.82 trillion in 2019 and has been projected to cross
₹2.4 trillion by 2022.

Issues with Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021:

Firstly, the Government never put up the amendments for
public discussion.

However, while amending the Press and Registration of
Books Act, 1867, the Ministry had put out the draft on its
website inviting discussions.

Secondly, lesser time to comply.
The IT rules came into effect on February 25 with the
Government giving digital publishers three months to
comply.

Thirdly, the Digital News Publishers Association, the Press Trust of
India, and now the News Broadcasters Association have moved
courts petitioning that the code restricts free
speech and exceeds the mandate of the IT Act.
Fourth, India has not followed best practices and the new rules are
characterised by excessive government overreach. Most
countries have set up an enabling architecture for OTT platforms to
grow.

The EU Audiovisual Media Services Directive,
encourages self-regulation and co-regulation among players,
with a specific focus on child safety and violence, and hate
speech.
In the United Kingdom, programming on video-on-demand
services is regulated by Ofcom, which not only provides
editorial rules but also has specific provisions for protecting
those under 18 and the prohibition of content inciting
hatred.
In the United States, OTT content remains unregulated.

Lastly, there is a question about the government’s mandate to
control and regulate digital news.

There is a question over the formulation of a self-regulating
code for digital media by the government, as it makes no
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sense.

Hence, freedom of expression and public debate should be given adequate
importance as they are the heart of the content.

Editorial 03 : Disable unconstitutional sections :- 

Relevance: Laws that are declared unconstitutional by the judiciary, are still
in use. What policy measures are required to ensure the proper
implementation of orders.

Synopsis:

The police must ensure that no FIR is registered under unconstitutional
sections and no one is harassed for the negligent actions of SHOs. A
multipronged approach is desired to achieve this objective. This includes
regular training, disabling online registration of FIR under unconstitutional
sections and taking corrective actions against negligent police officers.

Background:

Recently, the Supreme Court expressed shock while hearing an
application filed by the People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL). 

It observed that criminal cases are still being
registered by the police under Section 66A of the
Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. However, the
section was declared unconstitutional by the SC in 2015
(Shreya Singhal v. Union of India).

The PUCL said that 1,307 cases had been registered since 2015
across the States. Therefore, the Court must issue guidelines
against registering FIRs by the police under this head.

Undoubtedly, the registration of FIRs by the police under
these sections is illegal and violative of the Court’s
directions.

Sections declared unconstitutional by the court:

In 2015, the Supreme Court had declared Section 66A of the IT Act
as unconstitutional. The section made the online posting of
information considered as “grossly offensive” a crime punishable by
jail. 

However, the court held that it was violative of Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution and not saved under the ambit
of reasonable restrictions defined in Article 19(2). 
It had also said that the expressions used in Section 66A
were open-ended, undefined, and therefore arbitrary.

In 1983, the Court had struck down Section 303 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). It provided capital punishment for murder by a
person serving a life term in another case. 

In Mithu v. State of Punjab, it held that the punishment
was not based on rational principle as no judicial
discretion was available to a life convict.

In 2018 (Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India), the Court read
down Section 377 of the IPC criminalising “unnatural sex” as
being unconstitutional. 
Similarly, in Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2018), the Court
held adultery as defined under Section 497 of the IPC as being
manifestly arbitrary, discriminatory and violative of the dignity of a
woman and therefore, unconstitutional.

Steps to improve the situation:

The supervisory police officers at the sub-divisional level must
ensure that such sections, if invoked, are removed at the
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earliest. The Superintendents of Police must fix responsibility
on the erring officer and take corrective action. 

If the SHOs and others don’t mend their ways despite
reprimands, their annual confidential reports could be
dented with adverse entries.
Action can also be initiated under the new Section 166A of
the IPC, which provides punishment for up to two years for
disobeying directions under the law.

A prudent focus should be placed on educating police officers of
all ranks about unconstitutional provisions in basic training
institutes.
There could be a mention in brackets near the provision that
the provision has been struck down, so that FIRs are not
registered under those sections. 
Unconstitutional sections of the IPC can be disabled in the Crime
and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS).

Most States register FIRs in the CCTNS either on a real-time
basis or in offline mode and synchronise this data with the
State Data Centre as soon as connectivity is restored.

Chhattisgarh has disabled these Sections in the system; a similar
thing could be done by other states as well.

2021-07-14 23:40:33
13 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Consider the following statements with respective to Central
Information Commission (CIC)

1. It is a constitutional body chaired by Minister of Information and
Broadcasting.

2. It consists of a Chief Information Commissioner and not more than
ten Information Commissioners.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2

2)Consider the following statements with respective to Himalayan
Yak

1. It is a high-altitude animal, usually found 2,000-5,000 metres above
sea level.

2. It is listed as ‘Vulnerable’ under the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c.   Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2

3)National Dolphin Research Centre is set to be established in
which of the following states?

a. Uttar Pradesh
b. West Bengal
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c.  Bihar
d. Odisha

Prelims Specific News Items 

Election of Speaker:

Criteria:

The Constitution of India requires the Speaker to be a member of the
House.

Although there are no specific qualifications prescribed for being elected
the Speaker, an understanding of the Constitution and the laws of the
country is considered a major asset for the holder of the Office of the
Speaker.

Usually, a member belonging to the ruling party is elected Speaker. The
process has evolved over the years where the ruling party nominates its
candidate after informal consultations with leaders of other parties and
groups in the House.

This convention ensures that once elected, the Speaker enjoys the respect
of all sections of the House.

Voting: The Speaker (along with the Deputy Speaker) is elected from
among the Lok Sabha members by a simple majority of members present
and voting in the House.

Once a decision on the candidate is taken, his/her name is normally
proposed by the Prime Minister or the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs.

Term of Office of the Speaker: The Speaker holds Office from the date of
his/her election till immediately before the first meeting of the next Lok
Sabha (for 5 years).

The speaker once elected is eligible for re-election.

Whenever the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Speaker does not vacate his
office and continues till the newly-elected Lok Sabha meets.

Role and Powers of Speaker:

Interpretation: He/She is the final interpreter of the provisions of the
Constitution of India, the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of Lok
Sabha and the parliamentary precedents, within the House.

Joint Sitting of Both Houses: He/She presides over a joint sitting of the two
Houses of Parliament.

Such a sitting is summoned by the President to settle a deadlock between
the two Houses on a bill.

Adjournment of Sitting: He/She can adjourn the House or suspend the
meeting in absence one-tenth of the total strength of the House (called the
quorum).

Casting Vote: The speaker does not vote in the first instance but in the case
of a tie; when the House is divided equally on any question, the Speaker is
entitled to vote.

Such a vote is called a Casting Vote, and its purpose is to resolve a
deadlock.
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Money Bill: He/She decides whether a bill is a money bill or not and his/her
decision on this question is final.

Disqualifying Members: It is the speaker who decides the questions of
disqualification of a member of the Lok Sabha, arising on the ground of
defection under the provisions of the Tenth Schedule.

The 52nd amendment to the Indian Constitution vests this power in the
Speaker.

In 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that the decision of the Speaker in this
regard is subject to judicial review.

Chairing the IPG: He/She acts as the ex-officio chairman of the Indian
Parliamentary Group (IPG) which is a link between the Parliament of India
and the various parliaments of the world.

He also acts as the ex-officio chairman of the conference of presiding
officers of legislative bodies in the country.

Constitution of Committees: The Committees of the House are constituted
by the speaker and function under the speaker’s overall direction.

The Chairmen of all Parliamentary Committees are nominated by him/her.

Committees like the Business Advisory Committee, the General Purposes
Committee and the Rules Committee work directly under his Chairmanship.

Privileges of the House: The Speaker is the guardian of the rights and
privileges of the House, its Committees and members.

Removal of Speaker: Under following conditions, the speaker, may have to
vacate the office earlier:

If he ceases to be a member of the Lok Sabha.

If he resigns by writing to the Deputy Speaker.

If he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of
the Lok Sabha.

Such a resolution can be moved only after giving 14 days’ advance notice.

When a resolution for the removal of the Speaker is under consideration of
the House, he/she may be present at the sitting but not preside.

Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha:

Election:

The Deputy Speaker is also elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its
members right after the election of the Speaker has taken place.

The date of election of the Deputy Speaker is fixed by the Speaker (date of
election of the Speaker is fixed by the President).

Term of Office and Removal:

Like the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker remains in office usually during the
life of the Lok Sabha (5 years).

The Deputy Speaker may vacate his/her office earlier in any of the following
three cases:
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If he ceases to be a member of the Lok Sabha.

If he resigns by writing to the Speaker.

If he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority of all the then
members of the Lok Sabha.

Such a resolution can be moved only after giving 14 days’ advance notice.

Responsibilities and Powers:

The Deputy Speaker performs the duties of the Speaker’s office when it is
vacant.

He/She also acts as the Speaker when the latter is absent from the sitting
of the House.

He/She also presides over the joint sitting of both the Houses of Parliament,
in case the Speaker is absent from such a sitting.

The Deputy Speaker has one special privilege, that is, whenever he/she is
appointed as a member of a parliamentary committee, he/she
automatically becomes its chairman.

2)A policy document from National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
has proposed that cities situated on river banks should incorporate river
conservation plans when they prepare their Master Plans.

The recommendations are currently for towns that are on the main stem of
the river Ganga which are in five States — Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal.

NMCG is the implementation wing of National Ganga Council (set in
2016; which replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA)).
Along with its state counterpart organizations, NMCG implements the
Namami Gange Programme.

The Master Plan can “create an environment” for facilitating the
use of state-of-the-art technologies for river management.

These include satellite-based monitoring of water quality; artificial
intelligence for riverine biodiversity mapping; big data and citizen science
for river-health monitoring; unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) for floodplain
mapping.

3)Recently, the Chhattisgarh government has proposed to reduce
the area of Lemru Elephant Reserve from 1,995 sq km to 450 sq
km.

The Centre gave its approval in 2007 for the creation of the 450 sq km
Lemru Elephant Reserve and in 2019, the state government decided to
increase the area to 1,995 sq km.

About:

The reserve is located in the Korba district of Chhattisgarh.

The reserve is aiming at reducing human-animal conflict and destruction of
property in addition to providing a permanent habitat to the elephants.

Earlier, the state government notified the reserve (Conservation Reserve)
in October 2020 under Section 36A of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
(WLPA).
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Section 36A has a special provision that gives the Union government a say
in the process of notification in case the land to be notified as conservation
reserve has areas belonging to the Centre.

Elephant reserves are not recognised under the WLPA.

Reason for Reducing Size:

The area proposed under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya forests,
a very diverse biozone that is also rich in coal deposits.

Other Protected Areas in Chhattisgarh:

Achanakmar Tiger Reserve.
Indravati Tiger Reserve.
Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve
Kanger Valley National Park
Badalkhol Tamor Pingla Elephant Reserve.

4)The world-famous Kesaria Buddha stupa in east Champaran
district of Bihar is waterlogged following floods in some parts of
the district.

The ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) has declared it a protected
monument of national importance.

About:

The stupa is said to be the tallest and the largest Buddhist stupa in
the world.
It is located in Kesariya, at a distance of 110 kilometers from Patna,
in the East Champaran district of Bihar.
It has a circumference of almost 400 feet and stands at a height of
about 104 feet
In ancient times, Kesaria was under the rule of the Mauryas and the
Licchavis.

Two great foreign travelers, Faxian (Fahien) and Xuan Zang (Hsuan Tsang),
had visited this place in ancient times and have left interesting and
informative accounts of their travels.

5) Important Monuments of Odisha:

Konark Sun Temple (UNESCO World Heritage Site)
Lingaraj Temple
Tara Tarini Temple
Udaygiri and Khandagiri Caves

6) In blow to Oli, Nepal SC directs Deuba to be appointed PM :-
Nepal’s Supreme Court reinstated the House of Representatives for the
second time in five months, and directed President Bidya Devi Bhandari to
appoint Nepali Congress chief Sher Bahadur Deuba as Prime Minister.
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2. Dated securities – long-term instruments, which mature anywhere
between 5 years and 40 years

Editorials of the Day 

Editorial 01 :- Tracing the decline of U.S. power

In this article the author says that USA is losing its sheen and power
because of the shift of its policy from Realist Pragmatist to Idealist.

The Idealist Approach holds that old, ineffective and harmful modes of
behaviour i.e., war, use of force and violence should be abandoned in
favour of new ways and means as determined by knowledge, reason,
compassion and self-restraint.

The Realist Approach regards international politics as struggle for power
among nations and justifies as natural the attempts of a nation to use
national power for securing the goals of its national interest. It rejects the
Idealist Approach as a Utopian approach. In fact both Idealism and Realism
are opposed and competing approaches and each offers a particular view
of international relations.

Editorial 02 :- Prioritising school reopening on the road to recovery

Context: Most schools in India have been closed since the national
lockdown started in March 2020. 

Criticism of Prolonged School Closures 

Foreign Nations kept their schools running: Various regions
around the world have kept their schools, especially primary
schools, mostly open. This includes various European countries such
as Portugal, France, the Netherlands, etc. 
Discriminatory Treatment to education: On the other hand in
India, schools have mostly been shut even as other businesses have
opened.
Widening Learning Gap: The bottom half of children passing
Class 10 are about two years behind in terms of skills. Prolonged
school closure has already widened this gap. The poorest families
living in dense urban slums, who bore the brunt of the first wave
are the ones suffering the most from school closures.
Increased Vulnerability to dropout: A survey across 10 States in
India in November 2020 estimated that nearly two-thirds of children
in rural India may drop out of school, a staggering statistic which is
likely to have worsened with continuing closure.
Erosion of Socail Progress made: Prolonged school shutdown
has severely set back India’s fight against ills such as child labour
and child marriage.
Malnutrition: Due to the shutdown of schools, mid-day meal
schemes have been disrupted; even as early as June 2020, it was
estimated that about 800,000 additional children would face
underweight and wasting.

Given the costs of prolonged school shutdown, there is a need to probe
deeper into the risks of opening schools in the context of COVID-19.

1. Assessing the risk factor

we must realise, and be grateful that the risk of COVID-19 for
children is much lower than for adults.
A study among the nearly two million children in Sweden (where
schools have been open throughout), found that there was not a
single child death due to COVID-19
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 As per Mumbai’s dashboard data, the COVID-19 IFR (Infection
Fatality Rate) for under-19 is minuscule: about 0.003% . In
comparison, the infant mortality rate in India is about 3% (1,000
times greater) 
In other words, school-age children are at a negligibly lower risk
from COVID-19 when compared to other threats which we consider
normal.

2. Teachers as ‘essential’ staff

To reduce the concern among teachers about virus spread, the
Government must treat them on a par with essential workers, and
offer them prioritised vaccination.

3. Vaccines for children

There are suggestions about tying school reopening to vaccines for
children. 
Any medical intervention, especially for children, must be based on
a careful risk-benefit analysis. 
It is pertinent to note that there are growing concerns in the U.S. of
a potential link between heart inflammation and the mRNA vaccine,
among adolescents

Conclusion

We cannot let our children suffer for that long, by further prolonging school
closures. Policymakers must make evidence-based decisions toward school
reopening. 

2021-07-12 23:26:58
11th and 12th July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

1) Consider the following statements regarding meaning of term ‘Republic’
used in the Indian constitution

1. Vesting of political sovereignty in the people and not in a single
individual

2. The absence of any privileged class

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) Both 1 and 2

 d) Neither 1 nor 2

2)Which of the following is/are stated in the Constitution of India?

1. The President shall not be a member of either houses of Parliament.
2. The Parliament shall consist of the President and two houses
3. Offices of the leader of the House and the leader of the Opposition.

Select the correct answer code:

 a) 1 only
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 b) 1, 2

 c) 1, 3

 d) 1, 2, 3.

3)Consider the following statements regarding the pardoning power of the
President.

1. The power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the
advice of Council of Ministers.

2. The constitution provides for the mechanism to question the legality
of decisions of President exercising mercy jurisdiction.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 a) 1 only

 b) 2 only

 c) Both 1 and 2

 d) Neither 1 nor 2

MAP of the Day : Italy Map 
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Prelims Specific Factual News

1. The India Industrial Land Bank (IILB) is a GIS-based portal - a
one-stop repository of all industrial infrastructure-related
information – connectivity, infra, natural resources &
terrain, plot-level information on vacant plots, line of
activity, and contact details. 

The system has been integrated with industry-based GIS systems
of 17 states to have details on the portal updated on a real-time
basis and will achieve pan-India integration by December 2021.

Currently, the India Industrial Land Bank has approximately 4,000 industrial
parks mapped across an area of 5.5 lakh hectares of land.

2) About NASA's Icesat - 2 : - ICESat-2, part of NASA's Earth Observing
System, is a satellite mission for measuring ice sheet elevation and sea ice
thickness, as well as land topography, vegetation characteristics, and
clouds.

Why in News :- American Space Agency, NASA’s ICESat-2 discovered
Antarctic Meltwater Lakes recently.

3)Giant pandas no longer endangered but still vulnerable, says
China :- The classification was downgraded as their number in the wild has
reached 1,800.

Experts say that the country managed to save its iconic animal through its
long-term conservation efforts, including the expansion of habitats.

China considers pandas a national treasure, but have also loaned them to
other countries as diplomatic tools.

The new classification comes years after the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) had already removed the animal from its
endangered species list and re-labelled it as "vulnerable" in 2016.

4)World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) recently released its report titled “A future for all –
the need for human-wildlife coexistence”.

Key findings of Report:- 

As per report, human-animal conflict is one of the main threats for
long-term survival of world’s most iconic species.

Conflict-related deaths affect more than 75 per cent of world’s wild cat
species.

It also affects polar bears, Mediterranean monk seals and large herbivores
like elephants.

Global wildlife populations have decreased by 68 per cent since 1970
because of conflicts.

What does report highlights about India?:- 

In India, human-elephant conflict resulted into killing of 500 elephants and
2361 people during 2014-2015 and 2018-2019.

India is going to be most-affected by human-wildlife conflict because of
having world’s second-largest human population and large populations of
tigers, Asiatic Lions, Asian elephants, one-horned rhinos etc.
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Sonitpur Model of India:- 

This model was developed by WWF India in Sonitpur district of Assam
where, destruction of forests had led elephants to raid crops. This was
causing deaths of humans as well as elephants. To reduce the conflict,
‘Sonitpur Model’ was developed during 2003-2004. Under this model,
community members are connected with state forest department.
Community members are given training regarding how to work in field and
drive elephants away from crop fields safely. WWF India also developed a
low-cost, single strand, non-lethal electric fence in a bid to ease guarding of
crops from elephants. As a result of this model, crop losses reduced to zero
and Human & elephant deaths also reduced.

5) Aims of New Population Policy of Uttar Pradesh  :- 



ensured in the policy, according to the state government

[B] Two-child policy

Perks

The state government will give promotions, increments,
concessions in housing schemes and others perks to employees
who adhere to population control norms, and have two or less
children
“Public servants who adopt the two-child norm will get two
additional increments during the entire service, maternity or as the
case may be.

Paternity leaves

 There shall be paternity leave of 12 months, with full salary and
allowances and three percent increase in the employer’s
contribution fund under the National Pension Scheme.
Those who aren’t government employees and still adhere to two-
child policy will get benefits in rebates in taxes on water, housing,
home loans etc.
It also states that maternity centres will be set up at all primary
health centres.

Incentives for sterilization

As per the draft, several incentives have been provided to people,
including public servants, if they adopt the norm by undergoing
voluntary sterilization.
The incentives include a 3% increase in the employer’s contribution
fund under national pension; two additional increments during the
entire service; subsidy towards purchase of plot or house site or
build house etc.
A couple living below the poverty line who have only one child and
undergoes voluntary sterilisation, shall be eligible for payment of a
one-time ₹80,000 if the single child is a boy and ₹1 lakh if it is a girl.

Who will not benefit from the law?

According to the bill, people having more than two children in UP
will be debarred from benefits of all government-sponsored welfare
schemes, cannot contest local polls.
They shall be ineligible to apply for government jobs under the state
or receiving any kind of subsidy, cannot get a promotion in a
government job and his or her ration card would be limited to four
members.

How will the state implement measures?

The UP government plans to set up a state population fund to
implement the measures.
The draft bill also asks the state government to introduce
population control as a compulsory subject in all secondary schools.

6) Mobile theatre groups in Assam face a bleak future :- The majority
of the 30 mobile theatre groups in Assam may find it difficult to stage a
comeback after almost two years of closure due to the two phases of the
COVID19 lockdown preceded by the unrest associated with the anti-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act protests.

Who started Mobile Theatre Culture in Assam : Achyut Lahkar, who
started the mobile theatre revolution by forming the Nataraj Theatre group
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in 1963.

7) Scheme for widows in Assam :- The Assam government on Sunday
launched a scheme entailing a onetime financial assistance of ₹ 2.5 lakh to
women who lost their husbands to COVID-19 since MarchApril 2020.
The Chief Minister’s COVID19 Widows Support Scheme is for women from
low income families with a total annual income of up to ₹5 lakh.

8) EAM hands over relics of 17th century Georgian Queen St.
Ketevan to Georgia :- 

After a long-standing request of Georgia, External Affairs Minister handed
over the holy relics of 17th century Georgian Queen St. Ketevan nearly 16
years after they were found in Goa.

Who was St. Ketevan?

Queen Ketevan was a 17th century Georgian Queen.
From Kakheti, a kingdom in eastern Georgia, she was tortured and
killed in 1624 in Shiraz during the rule of the Safavid dynasty.
Portuguese missionaries were said to have carried the relics to Goa
in 1627.
In 2005, after years of research and study of medieval Portuguese
records, the relics were found at the St. Augustine Church in Old
Goa.

Importance of Georgia for India

Georgia a strategically important country situated at the
intersection of Eastern Europe and Western Asia.
Relations between Georgia and India date back to ancient times.
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The Panchatantra influenced Georgian folk legends. During the
medieval period, Georgian missionaries, travelers, and traders
visited India.
Some Georgians served in the courts of Mughal emperors, and a
few rose to the rank of governor.
India was among the first countries to officially recognize Georgia,
doing so on 26 December 1991.
India is a net exporter to Georgia.
The main commodities exported by India to Georgia are cereals,
nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances,
pharmaceuticals, electrical machinery and equipment, aluminium
and aluminium articles.

9) Mekedatu Dam Project :- 

  

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are again at the crossroads against the
Mekedatu dam project in the Cauvery River Basin.

What is the Mekedatu Project?

Mekedatu, meaning goat’s leap, is a deep gorge situated at the
confluence of the rivers Cauvery and Arkavathi, about 100 km from
Bengaluru, at the Kanakapura taluk in Karnataka’s Ramanagara
district.
In 2013, then Karnataka announced the construction of a multi-
purpose balancing reservoir project.
The project aimed to alleviate the drinking water problems of the
Bengaluru and Ramanagara districts.
It was also expected to generate hydroelectricity to meet the power
needs of the state.

Issues with the project

Soon after the project was announced TN has objected over
granting of permission or environmental clearance.
Explaining the potential for damage to the lower riparian state of
TN, it said that the project was in violation of the final award of the
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Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal.
It stated that the project will affect the natural flow of the river
Cauvery considerably and will severely affect the irrigation in TN.

What do the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal and the Supreme
Court say?

The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, in its final order on February
2007, made allocations to all the riparian States — Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, apart from the Union Territory of
Puducherry.
It also stipulated “tentative monthly deliveries during a normal
year” to be made available by Karnataka to Tamil Nadu.
Aggrieved over the final order for different reasons, the States had
appealed to the Supreme Court.
In February 2018, the court, in its judgment, revised the water
allocation and increased the share of Karnataka by 14.75 thousand
million cubic feet (tmc ft) at the cost of Tamil Nadu.
The enhanced quantum comprised 4.75 tmc ft for meeting drinking
water and domestic requirements of Bengaluru and surrounding
areas.

What is Karnataka planning?

Encouraged by the Supreme Court verdict, Karnataka, which sees
the order as an endorsement of its stand, has set out to pursue the
Mekedatu project.
Originally proposed as a hydropower project, the revised Mekedatu
dam project has more than one purpose to serve.
A hydropower plant of nearly 400 MW has also been proposed.
The Karnataka government has argued that the proposed reservoir
will regulate the flow to Tamil Nadu on a monthly basis, as
stipulated by the Tribunal and the Supreme Court.
This is why Karnataka has contended that the project will not affect
the interests of Tamil Nadu farmers.

10) 2020 Millennium Technology Prize :- 

The 2020 Millennium Technology Prize has been awarded to Shankar
Balasubramanian and David Klenerman, for their development of
revolutionary Next-generation DNA sequencing techniques.

About Millennium Technology Prize

The Millennium Technology Prize is one of the world’s largest
technology prizes.
It is awarded once every two years by Technology Academy Finland,
an independent fund established by Finnish industry and the Finnish
state in partnership.

What is next-generation DNA sequencing?

Next-generation sequencing (NGS) is a massively parallel
sequencing technology that offers ultra-high throughput, scalability,
and speed.
The technology is used to determine the order of nucleotides in
entire genomes or targeted regions of DNA or RNA.
These technologies allow for sequencing of DNA and RNA much
more quickly and cheaply than the previously used sequencing.
NGS has revolutionized the biological sciences, allowing labs to
perform a wide variety of applications and study biological systems
at a level never before possible.
More than a million base pairs can be sequenced, which translates
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to hundreds of genes or even the whole genome of an organism.
This is made possible by simultaneously sequencing hundreds of
pieces of DNA at the same time.

What is sequencing, btw?

DNA (or RNA, in some viruses), the genetic material of life forms, is
made of four bases (A, T, G and C; with U replacing T in the case of
RNA).
A chromosome is the duplex of a long linear chain of these – and in
the DNA sequence is information – the blueprint of life.
Life famously can replicate, and DNA replicates when an enzyme,
DNA polymerase, synthesises a complementary strand using an
existing DNA strand as the template.
The breakthrough idea of Balasubramanian and Klenerman was to
sequence DNA (or RNA) using this process of strand synthesis.
They cleverly modified their ATGC bases so that each shone with a
different colour.
When copied, the “coloured” copy of DNA could be deciphered from
the colours alone, using miniature optical and electronic devices.

What about the cost of all this sequencing?

When the Human Genome Project delivered the first, near-complete
sequence of our genome, the cost was estimated to have been 3
billion dollars.
As all our chromosomes together have 3 billion base pairs, it
becomes an easy calculation – One dollar per sequenced base.
By the year 2020, NGS technologies has pushed the price for
sequencing to a few thousands of rupees.

11) Sikkim is home to 27% of India’s flowering plants :- 

Sikkim, the smallest State with less than 1% of India’s landmass, is home to
27% of all flowering plants found in the country, reveals a recent
publication by the Botanical Survey of India (BSI).

Flora of Sikkim

Flora of Sikkim – A Pictorial Guide lists 4,912 naturally occurring
flowering plants in the tiny Himalayan State.
The total number of naturally occurring flowering plants in the
country is about 18,004 species, and with 4,912 species, the
diversity of flowering plants in Sikkim, spread over an area of 7,096
sq. km. is very unique.

Why is Sikkim a host to such large biodiversity?

Sikkim is a part of the Kanchenjunga biosphere landscape, has
different altitudinal ecosystems, which provide opportunities for
herbs and trees to grow and thrive.
The State also borders China, Bhutan and Nepal, and the Darjeeling
Hills of West Bengal.
From subalpine vegetation to the temperate to the tropical, the
State has different kinds of vegetation, and that is the reason for
such a diversity of flora.
The elevation also varies between 300 to 8,598 metres above mean
sea level, the apex being the top of Mt. Kanchenjunga (8,586
metres).

Contribution by the Public

The people of Sikkim have a unique bond with nature and trees.
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As per the Sikkim Forest Tree (Amity & Reverence) Rules, 2017 the
State government allows any person to associate with trees
standing on his or her private land or on any public land by entering
into a Mith/Mit or Mitini relationship.
The notification encouraged people to adopt a tree “as if it was his
or her own child in which case the tree shall be called an adopted
tree”.

12) Lemru Elephant Reserve :- 

  

The proposed Lemru Elephant Reserve in Chhattisgarh, in the pipeline for
20 years, has become the subject of yet another controversy over the
reduction of its size.

Lemru Elephant Reserve

The proposal for the reserve, in Korba district, was passed
unanimously by the Assembly in 2005 and got central approval in
2007.
Lemru is one of two elephant reserves planned to prevent human-
animal conflict in the region, with elephants moving into
Chhattisgarh from Odisha and Jharkhand.
Its area was then proposed to be 450 sq km.

Why does the government want to reduce the size of the reserve?

The area proposed under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya
forests, a very diverse biozone that is also rich in coal deposits.
Of 22 coal blocks in the area, seven have already been allotted with
mines running in three, and in the process of being established in
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the other four.
Under the ‘No-Go Area’ policy from the UPA area, the entire area
was considered out of bounds for mines, but in 2020, five coal
blocks from the region were put on the auction list.

Why is the reserve important?

North Chhattisgarh alone is home to over 240 elephants.
Elephants in Chhattisgarh are relatively new; they started moving
into undivided Madhya Pradesh in 1990.
Since these animals were relatively new, the human-animal conflict
started once elephants started straying into inhabited areas,
looking for food.

13) “Unity 22” mission: 

“Unity 22” will be Virgin Galactic’s next rocket-powered test flight of
its SpaceShip- VSS Unity.

About the mission:

As part of the mission, the crew will be flying to the edge of space on July
11 on board the ‘Unity’ rocket ship developed by Virgin Galactic.

This will be the 22nd mission for VSS Unity.

This will be Virgin Galactic’s fourth crewed spaceflight.
It will also be the first to carry a full crew of two pilots and
four mission specialists in the cabin, including Virgin Group
Founder Richard Branson, who will be testing out the private
astronaut experience.

Objectives of the mission:

Unity 22 will focus on testing the cabin and customer experience.

Currently, two additional test flights remain before the Virgin Galactic plans
to commence commercial service in 2022.

Significance for India:

Sirisha Bandla, an astronaut born in India, will be a part of the crew.

This is significant as she will be the third woman of Indian origin
to go to space after Kalpana Chawla and Sunita Williams.
Rakesh Sharma is another Indian who went into space prior to
Bandla.

Uniqueness of VSS Unity Spaceship:

Virgin Galactic’s suborbital spacecraft are air-launched from beneath a
carrier aircraft ‘White Knight Two’. The space vehicle can climb to an
altitude of around 90 kilometres, enough to give passengers a few minutes
of weightlessness and a view of Earth’s curvature from the edge of space.

This mission included Sirisha Bandla who is the third Indian Origin
women to reach Space.

Mr. Bezos’ Blue Origin company intends to send tourists past the so called
Karman line 100 kilometres above earth , which is recognised by
international aviation and aerospace federations as the threshold of space.
But NASA, the Air Force, the Federal Aviation Administration and
some astrophysicists consider the boundary between the
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atmosphere and space to begin 80 kilometres up.

Editorials of the Day 

Strategic cooperation between India, Italy and Japan can ensure a
free Indo-Pacific

Context

Recently, Mr. Draghi, Italy’s Prime Minister described Chinese competitive
practices as “unfair” and invited the EU to be franker and more courageous
in confronting Beijing on various issues. Against this backdrop, a trilateral
partnership between India-Japan-Italy could play important role in the Indo-
Pacific region.

India’s growing centrality in Indo-Pacific strategic architecture

Countries that share similar values and face similar
challenges are coming together to create purpose-oriented
partnerships.
In the context of the Indo-Pacific, the challenges posed by China’s
assertive initiatives clash with a region lacking multilateral
organisations capable of solving problems effectively.
But as a new pushback against China takes shape and as Indian
foreign policy becomes strategically clearer, there is new
momentum to initiatives such as the Quad.

India-Italy-Japan trilateral partnership

Recently, Italy has also begun to signal its intention to enter the
Indo-Pacific geography.
It has done so by seeking to join India and Japan in a trilateral
partnership.
Italy has become more vocal on the risks emanating from China’s
strategic competitive initiatives.
On the Indian side, there is great interest in forging new
partnerships with like-minded countries interested in
preserving peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.
The responsibility of keeping the Indo-Pacific free and open, and
working for the welfare of its inhabitants falls on like-minded
countries within and beyond the region.

Potential of trilateral partnership

Their compatible economic systems can contribute to the
reorganisation of the global supply chains that is now being
reviewed by many players as a natural result of the Chinese
mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic.
 At the security level, the well-defined India-Japan Indo-Pacific
partnership can easily be complemented by Italy.
At the multilateral level, the three countries share the same values
and the same rules-based world view.

The way forward for trilateral cooperation

The Italian government must formulate a clear Indo-Pacific strategy
that must indicate its objectives.
But Rome must go beyond that in defining and implementing, at the
margins of the EU’s common initiatives, its own policy with respect
to the Indo-Pacific.
The India, Italy and Japan trilateral initiative can be a forum to
foster and consolidate a strategic relationship between these three
countries, and specifically expand India-Italy bilateral relations.
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A trilateral cooperation can be the right forum for India and Italy to
learn more from each other’s practices and interests and
consolidate a strategic dialogue that should include the economic,
the security and the political dimensions.
 To consolidate the trilateral cooperation in this field, the three
countries need to define a common economic and strategic
agenda.

Conclusion

A clear political will is needed from all sides, and Italy, in particular, should
recognise its interests in playing a larger role towards the maintenance of a
free and open Indo-Pacific. Robust India-Italy strategic ties can be the first
step towards the realisation of this goal.

2021-07-12 00:01:11
10 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

1) Consider the following statements with respect to Zika Virus Disease

1. It is a mosquito-borne flavivirus caused primarily by Aedes
mosquitoes, which bite during the day.

2. Symptoms are generally mild and include fever, rash, and
conjunctivitis.

3. Zika virus infection during pregnancy can cause infants to be born
with microcephaly and other congenital malformations, known as
congenital Zika syndrome.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 3 only
b. 1 and 2 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3

2)Bonalu is a popular religious festival celebrated in which of the following
states?

a. Mizoram
b. Telangana
c. West Bengal
d. Himachal Pradesh

3)Naitwar Mori Hydro Electric Project is located in which of the following?

a. Odisha
b. Ladakh
c. Uttarakhand
d. Arunachal Pradesh

4) Buxwaha Protected Forest Region is located in which of the following
states?

a. West Bengal

b. Chhatisgarh

c. Jharkhand
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d. Madhya Pradesh

Mains Question for the Day:

Democratic regimes are better suited for a balanced development of the
citizens of a nation, though Non democratic regimes might be lucrative at
the start they are troublesome in the long run. Discuss.

Current Affairs

1. Terrain, facilities will affect delimitation in J&K, says ECI

The Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission will base its final report
on the 2011 Census and will also take into account the topography, difficult
terrain, means of communication and convenience available while
delimiting seven additional seats for the 83 member Assembly of the Union
Territory (UT), besides granting reservation to the Schedule Tribe (ST) and
Schedule Caste (SC) communities.
“Delimitation is not a mathematical exercise. It must reflect the political
aspirations of society bound in a particular geography.
Though the population forms the base [for delimitation], the Commission
shall take into account constituencies’ practicality, geographical
compatibility, topography, physical features, means of communication and
convenience available.”

J&K has already seven seats reserved for SC people, mainly in the Kathua
Samba belt in the Jammu region. It
will be for the first time that STs, including Bakerwals and Gujjars, will get
reservation in this delimitation exercise.

2. Cooperation Ministry will usurp States’ rights: Oppn.

The government said the Ministry “will provide a separate administrative,
legal and policy framework for strengthening the cooperative movement in
the country” and do much to streamline the processes for “ease of doing
business” and enable development of Multi State Cooperative Banks”
(MSCBs). Significantly, the MSCBs have now been solely taken under the
Reserve Bank of India for regulatory purposes.
Opposition leaders, however, said the move was to “hijack the cooperative
movement” that currently falls under the State governments. 

Cooperatives is a State subject under entry 32 of the State list under the
Schedule 7 of the Constitution.
How can they create a Ministry without an Act of Parliament?” 

The government is yet to explain the purpose and objective of this Ministry.
And the appointment of Mr. Shah
raises several questions as it encroaches on a State’s power.

3. Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS)
CCTNS aims at creating a comprehensive and integrated system for
enhancing the efficiency and effective policing at all levels and especially at
the Police Station level.
It aism at adoption of principles of e-Governance, and creation of a
nationwide networked infrastructure for evolution of IT-enabled state of-
the-art tracking system around “investigation of crime and detection of
criminals” in real time.
It is is a critical requirement in the context of the present day internal
security scenario.
The scope of CCTNS spans all 35 States and Union Territories and covers all
Police Stations (15,000+ in number) and all Higher Police Offices (6,000+ in
number) in the country.
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The CCTNS project includes vertical connectivity of police units (linking
police units at various levels within the States – police stations, district
police offices, state headquarters, SCRB and other police formations – and
States, through state headquarters and SCRB, to NCRB at GOI level) as well
as horizontal connectivity, linking police functions at State and Central level
to external entities.
National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID)
First conceptualised in 2009, NATGRID seeks to become the one-stop
destination for security and intelligence agencies to access database
related to immigration entry and exit, banking and telephone details of a
suspect on a “secured platform”.
All State police are mandated to file First Information Reports (FIR) in the
CCTNS.
It is only a repository and the data pertaining to FIRs of a particular police
station are a State subject.

4)Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) Schemes
It is a Central Sector Scheme meant for setting up storage and processing
facilities, which will help farmers, get higher prices for their crops.
The Union Cabinet approved this scheme in July 2020 for a period of 10
years.
It will support farmers, PACS, FPOs, Agri-entrepreneurs, etc. in building
community farming assets and post-harvest agriculture infrastructure.
These assets will enable farmers to get greater value for their produce as
they will be able to store and sell at higher prices, reduce wastage and
increase processing and value addition.

The AIF is a medium – long term debt financing facility for investment in
viable projects for post-harvest management infrastructure and community
farming assets through interest subvention and credit guarantee.
Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial
institutions as loans with an interest subvention of 3% per annum.
It will provide credit guarantee coverage under Credit Guarantee Fund
Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) for loans up to Rs. 2 Crore.

5) Free legal aid in India

Article 21 of the Constitution of India states, “No person shall be deprived
of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by
law”.

Hence ensuring legal aid to everyone is necessary for ensuring substantive
equality.

Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides for free legal aid to the poor
and weaker sections of the society, to promote justice on the basis of equal
opportunity.

Articles 14 and 22(1) also make it obligatory for the State to ensure
equality before the law and a legal system that promotes justice on a basis
of equal opportunity to all.

6)NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has detected an unusually high
concentration of methane, along with carbon dioxide and
dihydrogen, in the moons of Saturn by flying through their plumes.

What is the new observation?
The spacecraft has found that Titan has methane in its atmosphere and
Enceladus has a liquid ocean with erupting plumes of gas and water.
Are there methane-producing organisms on Earth?
Most of the methane on Earth has a biological origin.
Microorganisms called methanogens are capable of generating methane as
a metabolic byproduct.
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They do not require oxygen to live and are widely distributed in nature.
They are found in swamps, dead organic matter, and even in the human
gut.
They are known to survive in high temperatures and simulation studies
have shown that they can live in Martian conditions.
Methanogens have been widely studied to understand if they can be a
contributor to global warming.
Could there be methanogens on Enceladus?
We cannot conclude that life exists in the Enceladus ocean.
It is the probability that Enceladus’ hydrothermal vents could be habitable
to Earth-like microorganisms.
There can be life hypotheses.

The Cassini–Huygens space-research mission, commonly called
Cassini, involved a collaboration among NASA, the European Space
Agency, and the Italian Space Agency to send a space probe to study the
planet Saturn and its system, including its rings and natural satellites.

7) ‘NGT bench in Delhi not superior to zonal benches’

Observing that all five zonal Benches of the National Green Tribunal (NGT)
are equally powerful and that their orders would be applicable pan India,
the Madras High Court has disapproved of a 2017 Central notification which
terms the north zone Bench in Delhi as the principal Bench.
The court said that “Though in the notification dated August 10, 2017 the
north zone Bench in Delhi is called principal Bench, it is prima facie
contrary to the NGT Act of 2010 as the latter does not speak about any
principal Bench.”

8) Graded response plan approved :- A Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) was passed at aDelhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA)
meeting chaired by Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal to discuss the COVID
situation in the Capital with Chief Minister.

What is the plan :-
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9) Himalayan yaks to be insured

The high altitude yak, feeling the climate change heat across the
Himalayan belt, will now be insured.
The National Research Centre on Yak (NRCY) at Dirang in West
Kameng district, Arunachal Pradesh, has tied up with the National
Insurance Company Ltd. for insuring their livestock. The insurance policy
would shield the yak owners against the risks posed by weather calamities,
diseases, intransit mishaps, surgical operations and strikes or riots.

10) All about BSE

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
BSE is the oldest stock exchange in Asia formed by eight native
stock brokers association in 1875 located at Dala street, Mumbai.
It had received temporary approval from Bombay government in
1927 and permanent approval by Indian Government on 31 Aug
1957.
Today it is 10th largest stock market in the world by market
capitalization at $1.7 trillion and has more than 5,000 companies
listed in it.
Its iconic building named Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers, Dalal Street in
Mumbai, Maharashtra has received image trademark under Trade
Marks Act, 1999.
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Why in News?

Leading stock exchange BSE has acted as a catalyst for investments and
helped in the creation of $3 trillion wealth since it was set up in 1875.

Editorial of the Day 

In defence of India’s noisy democracy

Relevance: The article compares the much talked about Chinese
authoritarian model with India’s democratic model of governance.

Synopsis: Rather than looking into China’s authoritarian model, it is time
to defend the noise of Indian democracy.

Background

China’s development over the last century has been impressive.
Hundreds of millions have been lifted out of poverty and also social
indicators have improved dramatically.
Whereas, India’s developmental record has been much more mixed.
Since the 1990s, the Indian economy has grown impressively, but it
remains far behind China in its global competitiveness.
Moreover, improvements in basic social development indicators
have lagged. Recently, Jean Drèze and Amartya Sen have pointed
out that India has actually fallen behind Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Many educated Indians think India’s problem is that it is just too
democratic. Unlike China, making and implementing key decisions
about public investment and various reforms is problematic and
challenging in a democratic setup.
However, the claim that less democracy is good for development
does not stand up to comparative, theoretical, and ethical scrutiny.

Why democratic regimes are better than non-democratic regimes?

One, Authoritarian states barring China have not performed
better than democracies.

Africa and West Asia, where authoritarian governments have
dominated, remain world economic laggards.
Similarly, the Latin American military dictatorships of the
1960s and 1970s had a terrible economic and social record.
It was with the return of democracy and the “pink wave” of
Left populist parties that prosperity and social progress were
ushered in.
In Taiwan and South Korea, their transitions to democracy
saw their economies moving up to the next level and
become much more inclusive.

Two, examples from Indian states such as Kerala and Tamil
Nadu suggest that democracies nourish inclusive society.

Kerala and Tamil Nadu have done more to improve the lives
of all their citizens across castes and classes than any other
State in India.
Both states have also had the longest and most sustained
popular democratic movements and intense party
competition in the country.
In contrast, in Gujarat, where a single-party rule has been in
place for nearly a quarter century, growth has been solid.
But it is accompanied by increased social exclusion and
stagnation in educational achievement and poverty
reduction.

Third, the assumption that the authoritarianism model of
decision-making can rise above the challenges in a
democratic setup is false.
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Democracies are in fact more likely to meet the necessary
conditions for successful decision-making.
Because, elected representatives, need to answer to a broad
electorate if, they want to win elections.

Fourth, democracy allows for forms of negotiation and compromise
that can bridge across interests and even balance otherwise
conflicting imperatives for growth, justice, sustainability, and social
inclusion.

The Welfare policies such as National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, the Right To Information, the right to food,
and other programs are a testament to how democracy can
master even the most complex policy goals.

Fifth, democracy promotes equality by endowing all citizens
with the same civic, political and social rights even as it
protects and nurtures individuality and difference.

Whereas in China (authoritarian state) the cost of
development is huge.

The party-made great famine took some 35 million
lives.
Cultural Revolution has made enemies out of
neighbors
One child policy devastated families and erased a
generation.
Ongoing violent, systematic repression of the Uyghur
Muslim and Tibetan minorities

Conversely, India’s democracy has opened social and
political spaces for subordinate groups and has built a sense
of shared identity and belonging in the world’s largest and
most diverse society.
It has preserved individual liberties, group identities, and
religious and thought freedoms.

Editorial 2: The bar on criticism that muzzles the advocate

Relevance: Bar Council of India is a statutory body. Keeping an eye on its
functioning of national importance is important from an exam point of view.

Synopsis:

The new Bar Council of India rules undermines the constitutional
guarantees of free speech and freedom of profession guaranteed under
Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. They should be duly reviewed and
changed in consonance with the spirit of fair criticism in a democracy.

Background:

On June 25, 2021, amendments to the Bar Council of India rules
were announced. These rules govern the professional conduct and
etiquette of advocates.

About the new rules:

They render advocates liable for disciplinary proceedings for
making derogatory statements about a court, judge, the Bar Council
of India (or State Bar Councils), or its members. The consequences
include suspension and disbarment. 
The amendments clarify that healthy and bona-fide criticism, made
in good faith, shall not be treated as a ‘misconduct’”.

Rationale behind their introduction:

The bar introduced the amendments as the current framework
was not able to prevent the sanctity of the courts and bar
council of India.
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For instance, in May 2020, some lawyers wrote an open
letter urging the Supreme Court of India to intervene in the
migrant crisis. Later, a former SC judge condemned SC’s
inaction on the letter.
The Bar Council of India (BCI) characterised the criticism as
a sustained and synchronized attack on the SC by
disgruntled members of the bar and some unhappy former
judges.
Similarly, BCI was seen criticising a live law article wherein
the reputation of the Chairman of BCI was jeopardised and
the use of office was portrayed in a bad light.

The new rules will save the judiciary’s time that is spent by the
institution on hearing cases related to contempt of court. 

The Court spent a significant amount of time charging
individuals (including advocating Prashant Bhushan) with
criminal contempt even during the pandemic. 

Problems associated with new rules:

First, it undermines basic constitutional guarantees of free
speech and the freedom of profession under Article 19 of the
Indian Constitution.
Second, they perpetuate the fiction that the authority of these
public institutions rests on the fragile foundation of ‘public faith’. As
per this notion, the dissent would reduce the ability of powerful
institutions such as courts and government bodies to carry out their
duties.
Third, it would impair the exercise of fair criticism that is
essential to hold public institutions accountable.
Fourth, the pain of the disciplinary process and the possible
consequences, for the careers of advocates, would have a
chilling effect.

Chilling effect is the inhibition or discouragement of the
legitimate exercise of natural and legal rights by the threat
of legal sanction.

Way Ahead:

The Bar Council of India has kept the rules on hold, pending a
review by a committee comprising senior advocates, members of
bar associations, and the Bar Council of India. 
The amendments also require the Chief Justice of India’s approval
before coming into effect, which has not yet been obtained. 
Thus, the Chief Justice of India along with the Committee reviewing
the new rules still have an opportunity to prevent a further assault
on free speech by rejecting the amendments.

2021-07-11 23:32:31
09 July Daily Current Affairs

1. Consider the following pairs:

Places in News – Country

Port-au-Prince    – Venezuela

Qala-i-Naw          – Afghanistan

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are correctly matched?
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a.   1 only

b. 2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d.   Neither 1 nor 2

2) Consider the following statements with respective to Tele-Law
programme

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Law and Justice in collaboration with
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

2. It aims to address cases at the pre–litigation stage and free for those
who are eligible for free legal Aid.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c.   Both 1 and 2

d.   Neither 1 nor 2

3) Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve is located in which of the
following states?

a.   Madhya Pradesh

b. Maharashtra

c.   West Bengal

d. Bihar

Map of the Day 

Page 134/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



  

Prelims Specific News Items 

1) The Supreme Court on June 29 pronounced its judgment in the
migrant labourers case. The case was initiated last year after the
national lockdown was announced on March 24.

Guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court :- 

Two of the most important components to protect the migrants during this
time were the food and travel arrangements insisted on by the court.

In the orders pronounced in May this year, it laid down that dry ration be
provided to migrants who want to return to their homes.

Further, the court said that identity proof should not be insisted upon by
the governments since the labourers might not be able to furnish it.

Secondly, the court called upon the State governments to arrange
transportation for workers who need to return to their homes.

The Supreme Court fixed July 31 as the deadline for the States to
implement the ‘One nation One Ration Card’ scheme.

Apart from dry ration, the top court also directed the State governments to
run community kitchens for migrant workers.

In the order passed on June 29, the court affirmed the Right to Food under
Article 21 of the Constitution.
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In furtherance of this, the court asked the States to formulate their own
schemes and issue food grains to migrants.

The top court recognised the need for direct cash benefit transfer to
workers in the unorganised sector.

But it did not issue any guidelines for the same.

2)Anti-methanogenic feed supplement ‘Harit Dhara’ :- An Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) institute has developed an anti-
methanogenic feed supplement ‘Harit Dhara’.

Harit Dhara:- 

Harit Dhara is prepared using condensed and hydrolysable tannin-rich plant-
based sources abundantly available in the country.

It changes the composition of the volatile fatty acids that are the end-
products of rumen fermentation (along with hydrogen and CO2).

It roughly costs Rs 6/kg and it is to be fed only to animals aged above three
months having fully functional rumen.

When given to bovines and sheep, it not only cuts down their methane
emissions by 17-20%.

It also results in higher milk production and body weight gain.

Why it is significant?

Belching cattle, buffaloes, sheep and goats in India emit an estimated 9.25
million tonnes (mt) to 14.2 mt of methane annually, out of a global total of
90 mt-plus from livestock.

And given methane’s global warming potential – 25 times of carbon dioxide
(CO2) over 100 years, making it a more potent greenhouse gas – that’s
cause for concern.

An average lactating cow or buffalo in India emits around 200 litres of
methane per day, while it is 85-95 litres for young growing heifers and
20-25 litres for adult sheep.

Feeding Harit Dhara can reduce these by a fifth.

3)The UAE’s Hope spacecraft, which is orbiting Mars since February
this year, has captured images of glowing atmospheric lights in the
Red Planet’s night sky, known as discrete auroras.

What causes an Aurora on Earth?

Auroras are caused when charged particles ejected from the Sun’s surface
— called the solar wind — enter the Earth’s atmosphere.

These particles are harmful, and our planet is protected by the
geomagnetic field, which preserves life by shielding us from the solar wind.

However, at the north and south poles, some of these solar wind particles
are able to continuously stream down, and interact with different gases in
the atmosphere to cause a display of light in the night sky.

This display, known as an aurora, is seen from the Earth’s high latitude
regions (called the auroral oval), and is active all year round.
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So, how are Martian auroras different?

Unlike auroras on Earth, which are seen only near the north and south
poles, discrete auroras on Mars are seen all around the planet at night
time.

Unlike Earth, which has a strong magnetic field, the Martian magnetic field
has largely died out.

This is because the molten iron at the interior of the planet– which
produces magnetism– has cooled.

However, the Martian crust, which hardened billions of years ago when the
magnetic field still existed, retains some magnetism.

So, in contrast with Earth, which acts like one single bar magnet,
magnetism on Mars is unevenly distributed, with fields strewn across the
planet and differing in direction and strength.

4)Hope Orbiter :- 

The Hope Probe, the Arab world’s first mission to Mars, took off from Earth
in July last year, and has been orbiting the Red Planet since February.

The primary objective of the mission is to study Martian weather dynamics.

By correlating the lower atmosphere and upper atmosphere conditions, the
probe will look into how weather changes the escape of hydrogen and
oxygen into space.

5) In a major boost to wheat exports, the first shipment of
Geographical Indication (GI) certified Bhalia variety of wheat was
exported today to Kenya and Sri Lanka from Gujarat.

Bhalia Wheat :- 

The GI certified wheat has high protein content and is sweet in
taste.

The crop is grown mostly across Bhal region of Gujarat which includes
Ahmadabad, Anand, Kheda, Bhavanagar, Surendranagar, Bharuch districts.

The unique characteristic of the wheat variety is that grown in the rainfed
condition without irrigation and cultivated in around two lakh hectares of
agricultural land in Gujarat.

The Bhalia variety of wheat received GI certification in July, 2011.

The registered proprietor of GI certification is Anand Agricultural
University, Gujarat.

6) The OIC — formerly Organisation of the Islamic Conference — is
the world’s second-largest inter-governmental organisation after
the UN, with a membership of 57 states.

The OIC’s stated objective is “to safeguard and protect the interests of the
Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony
among various people of the world”.

OIC has reserved membership for Muslim-majority countries. Russia,
Thailand, and a couple of other small countries have Observer status.

India’s relationship with OIC :- 
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At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in 2018, Bangladesh
suggested that India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live,
should be given Observer status.

In 1969, India was dis-invited from the Conference of Islamic Countries in
Rabat, Morocco at Pakistan’s behest.

Recent developments :- 

In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign Ministers’
meeting in Abu Dhabi, as a “guest of honour”.

Then External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj addressed the Inaugural
Plenary.

This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for New Delhi,
especially at a time of heightened tensions with Pakistan following the
Pulwama attack.

Pakistan had opposed the invitation to Swaraj and it boycotted the plenary
after the UAE turned down his demand to rescind the invitation.

7) Jovenel Moïse :- A group of 28 foreign mercenaries, including
retired Colombian soldiers, assassinated Haiti's President Jovenel
Moïse earlier this week.

Editorial of the Day 

Civil society need to play role in strengthening of institutions :- 

Context

In the wake of the second wave of Covid, our failure as a country to hold
our government accountable is evident. Civil society perhaps also needs to
re-examine its role.

What constitutes civil society

India’s civil society has many actors:
Grassroots organisations that connect to the last mile and
provide essential services.
Think tanks and academic institutions that churn out new
policy ideas and generate evidence.
Advocacy organisations that amplify and build support for
causes.
Large impact funds and philanthropists who decide how these
organisations get funded.

Challenges faced by civil society

Government have significantly curtailed the kind of activities that
civil society actors can engage in.
Philanthropists and donor organisations often find themselves
unable to support initiatives that strengthen India’s democracy and
its accountability mechanisms, for fear of retribution.
By ignoring the politics around policy and focussing
disproportionately on technocratic solutions, civil society has also
missed the wood for the trees.

How civil society can play role in reforms of democratic institutions

In the absence of a strong push from civil society, our democratic
institutions have no intrinsic incentive to reform.
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There is a need to re-examine parliamentary rules that are
heavily tilted in favour of the sitting government, strengthen the
judiciary, bolster federalism and the independent media, while
creating transparency in decision making within the
executive.
Civil society has an important and irreplaceable role to play here.
Civil society organisations too need to broaden their agenda to
include issues that strengthen India’s institutions while
collaborating to present a strong unified voice that demands more
transparency and accountability in all areas and levels of
policymaking.
This involves taking more fights to the courts on transgressions by
the government, building public opinion about expectations from
a well-functioning democracy and creating tools and fora that help
citizens engage with policymaking more readily.

Conclusion

To not see the strengthening of institutions and the deepening of checks
and balances as important areas of work is our collective failure, one we
must address immediately.

Editorial 02 : Need for coordinated database for tracking fugitives

Context

India lacks a domestic tracking system for fugitives. That makes it easier
for them to evade the criminal justice system.

Challenges at investigation and prosecution level

Central agencies have developed reasonable expertise
in investigation and prosecution because they are focussed
only on investigation and prosecution work.
On the other hand, State police forces (except specialised wings)
are engaged in law-and-order work as well as investigations.
The bulk of the investigation and prosecution work happens at
police stations in the States.
There is a tendency to close investigations once the accused
have absconded.
Some police stations do initiate proceedings for attachment of
property and declaration of the accused as proclaimed offenders,
but the number of cases where coordinated efforts are made to
pursue fugitives – domestically or internationally – are hardly
documented.

No system for tracking criminals domestically

Through Interpol Notices and the sharing of immigration
databases of different countries, there exists a system of tracking
criminals worldwide.
However, there is no coordinated system or database for
tracking criminals or wanted persons domestically in India.
In the absence of such a system, it is relatively easy for criminals
from one police station/jurisdiction to melt into the population in
any other area, almost undetected.

Way forward

The creation of a nationwide database of wanted
persons, which could be accessible for police agencies, the public
and others is needed.
A nation-wide system of ‘Wanted Persons Notices’, similar to
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Interpol Notices, is required, to help track fugitives domestically.
The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems and
the National Intelligence Grid are efforts in the right direction/
Countries like the U.S. have functional inter-State extradition and
fugitive tracking systems.
India needs to set up such dedicated ‘fugitive tracking units’.
There needs to be enhanced integration between immigration
agencies, State police agencies, Interpol-New Delhi, the
External Affairs Ministry and Home Ministry and central
investigation agencies.
Sharing India’s ‘wanted’ database or providing access to it to
foreign embassies on a reciprocal basis or through treaties or
arrangements would also be helpful.
Signing of more bilateral and multilateral conventions on
criminal matters would help plug legal infirmities.
Signing bilateral agreements on cooperation in policing
matters would also help.
All relevant legal processes and requirements should
be incorporated into one consolidated law on international
cooperation.
The entire gamut of activities pertaining to fugitives, from
investigation to extradition, needs to be incorporated into a
specialised set-up.

Conclusion

In the absence of a coordinated database, criminals can go undetected.
What we need is a watertight system that would deter criminals from
hoodwinking the law.

2021-07-11 23:11:34
08 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Which of the following countries are not parts of Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries Plus (OPEC+)?

India

Russia

Malaysia

Australia

South Sudan

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.   All except 1

b.   1 and 4 only

c.   1, 3 and 4 only

d.   2, 3 and 5 only

2) In India, the Ministries/Departments of the Government are
created by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister under
which of the following?

a.   Article 75 of Indian Constitution
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b.   The Representation of Peoples Act, 1951

c.   Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961

d.   Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha

3)Maitree Thermal Power project is a coal-fired power station,
jointly developed by India and?

a.   Nepal

b.   Sikkim

c.   Sri Lanka

d.  Bangladesh

4) Tillari Conservation Reserve is located in which of the following
states?

a.   Kerala

b.   Gujarat

c.   Madhya Pradesh

d. Maharashtra

Map of the Day 



separate departments and organizations under them.

What defines a Cooperative?

A cooperative is “an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily
to meet their common economic, social, and cultural needs and aspirations
through a jointly-owned enterprise”.

Cooperatives are democratically owned by their members, with each
member having one vote in electing the board of directors.

Ministry of Cooperation:- 

The ministry has been created for realizing the vision of ‘sahkar se
samriddhi’ (through cooperation to prosperity).

The NGO Sahakar Bharati, whose founder member Satish Kashinath
Marathe is a part-time director on the RBI board, says it was the first to
pitch for the creation of a separate ministry for the cooperative sector.

It will provide a separate administrative, legal and policy framework for
strengthening the cooperative movement in the country.

It will help deepen cooperatives as a true people-based movement reaching
up to the grassroots.

The ministry will work to streamline processes for ‘ease of doing business’
for cooperatives and enable the development of multi-state cooperatives
(MSCS).

Why need such Ministry?

In our country, a Co-operative based economic development model is very
relevant where each member works with a spirit of responsibility.

This creation has signalled its deep commitment to community-based
developmental partnerships.

Second new ministry created so far

The Ministry of Cooperation is the second ministry to be created since 2019
after the Modi government came to power for the second time.

Soon after taking charge, the government had created the Jal Shakti
ministry.

However, it was not altogether new as the Ministry of Cooperation.

It was created by integrating two existing ministries dealing with water —
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, and
Drinking Water & Sanitation ministry.

2) Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) Project :- The
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has issued
orders appointing an advisory committee for its Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) project.

What does one mean by ‘Open-source’?

An open-source project means that anybody is free to use, study, modify
and distribute the project for any purpose.

These permissions are enforced through an open-source licence easing
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adoption and facilitating collaboration.

What is ONDC Project?

ONDC seeks to promote open networks, which are developed using the
open-source methodology.

The project is aimed at curbing “digital monopolies”.

This is a step in the direction of making e-commerce processes open-
source, thus creating a platform that can be utilized by all online retailers.

They will encourage the usage of standardized open specifications and
open network protocols, which are not dependent on any particular
platform or customized one.

What processes are expecting to be open-sourced with this project?

Several operational aspects including onboarding of sellers, vendor
discovery, price discovery and product cataloguing could be made open
source on the lines of Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

If mandated, this could be problematic for larger e-commerce companies,
which have proprietary processes and technology deployed for these
segments of operations.

What is the significance of making something open-source?

Making a software or a process open-source means that the code or the
steps of that process is made available freely for others to use, redistribute
and modify.

If the ONDC gets implemented and mandated, it would mean that all e-
commerce companies will have to operate using the same processes.

This could give a huge booster shot to smaller online retailers and new
entrants.

What does the DPIIT intend from the project?

ONDC is expected to digitize the entire value chain, standardize operations,
promote inclusion of suppliers, derive efficiencies in logistics and enhance
value for stakeholders and consumers.

What is a ‘Digital Monopoly’?

Digital monopolies refer to a scenario wherein e-commerce giants or Big
Tech companies tend to dominate and flout competition law pertaining to
monopoly.

The Giants have built their own proprietary platforms for operations.

In March, India moved to shake up digital monopolies in the country’s $ 1+
trillion retail market by making public a draft of a code of conduct — Draft
Ecommerce Policy, reported Bloomberg.

The government sought to help local start-ups and reduce the dominance
of giants such as Amazon and Walmart-Flipkart.

The rules sought to define the cross-border flow of user data after taking
into account complaints by small retailers.

Processes in the ONDC
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Sellers will be onboarded through open networks. Other open-source
processes will include those such as vendor and price discovery; and
product cataloguing.

The format will be similar to the one which is used in the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI).

Mega e-commerce companies have proprietary processes and technology
for these operations.

Marketplaces such as Amazon, Flipkart, Zomato, BigBasket and Grofers will
need to register on the ONDC platform to be created by DPIIT and QCI.

The task of implementing DPIIT’s ONDC project has been assigned to the
Quality Council of India (QCI).

About: Quality Council of India

QCI was set up in 1997 by the government of India jointly with Indian
industry (represented by CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM) as an autonomous body
under the administrative control of the department.

QCI establishes and operates the National Accreditation Structure for
conformity assessment bodies; providing accreditation in the field of
education, health and quality promotion.

3)West Bengal to set up Legislative Council :- The West Bengal
Assembly has passed a resolution to set up Legislative Council with a two-
thirds majority.

What is a State Legislative Council?

The SLC is the upper house in those states of India that have a bicameral
state legislature; the lower house being the State Legislative Assembly.

As of Jan 2020, 6 out of 28 states have a State Legislative Council. These
are Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra, Bihar, and Uttar
Pradesh The latest state to have a council is Telangana.

Why need another house?

The Legislative Council has three main functions: to represent the people,
to legislate and to scrutinise the executive government as a ‘House of
review’.

The Legislative Council provides an alternative and complementary system
of representation to that of the Legislative Assembly.

Creation and abolition

According to Article 169, the Parliament can create or abolish the SLC of a
state if that state’s legislature passes a resolution for that with a special
majority.

The existence of an SLC has proven politically controversial.

A number of states that have had their LCs abolished have subsequently
requested its re-establishment; conversely, proposals for the re-
establishment of the LC for a state have also met with opposition.

Its composition

The size of the SLC cannot be more than one-third of the membership of
Page 144/170

TEMS IAS temsias.com

@temsias - Instagram temsias.com

TH
E
 E

X
A
M

S
 M

A
D
E
 S

IM
P
LE



the State Legislative Assembly.

However, its size cannot be less than 40 members.

These members elect the Chairman and Deputy Chairman from the Council.

MLCs are chosen in the following manner:

One third are elected by the members of local bodies such as
municipalities, gram panchayats, Panchayat samitis and district
councils.
One third are elected by the members of the Legislative Assembly
of the State from among the persons who are not members of the
State Legislative Assembly.
One sixth are nominated by the Governor from persons having
knowledge or practical experience in fields such as literature,
science, arts, the co-operative movement and social services.
One twelfth are elected by graduates of three years’ standing
residing in that state.
One twelfth are elected by teachers who had spent at least three
years in teaching in educational institutions within the state not
lower than secondary schools, including colleges and universities.

4) Darkness at Noon :- It has been 81 years since Arthur Koestler’s
Darkness at Noon was first published. The novel is set in the backdrop of
the Great Purge of the late 1930s in the Soviet Union under Stalin. This
period was marked by, among other things, political repression, police
surveillance, general suspicion of the opposition, imprisonment, and
executions.

5) New online platform maps Pegasus spread :- 

An online database about the use of the spyware Pegasus was recently
launched by the Forensic Architecture, Amnesty International and the
Citizen Lab to document attacks against human rights defenders.

What is Pegasus?

Last year, one of the biggest stories that broke into cyberspace was
WhatsApp’s reports that 1,400 of its users were hacked by Pegasus,
a spyware tool from Israeli firm NSO Group.

All spyware do what the name suggests — they spy on people
through their phones.
Pegasus works by sending an exploit link, and if the target user
clicks on the link, the malware or the code that allows the
surveillance is installed on the user’s phone.
A presumably newer version of the malware does not even require
a target user to click a link.
Once Pegasus is installed, the attacker has complete access to the
target user’s phone.

Why is Pegasus dangerous?

What makes Pegasus really dangerous is that it spares no aspect of
a person’s identity. It makes older techniques of spying seem
relatively harmless.
It can intercept every call and SMS, read every email and monitor
each messaging app.
Pegasus can also control the phone’s camera and microphone and
has access to the device’s location data.
The app advertises that it can carry out “file retrieval”, which
means it could access any document that a target might have
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stored on their phone.

6) FMCG sector in India :- 

Fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) are the 4th largest sector in the
Indian economy.

There are three main segments in the sector – food and beverages (19%),
healthcare (31%) and household & personal care (remaining 50%).

Growing awareness, easier access and changing lifestyles have been the
key growth drivers for the sector.

The urban segment is the largest contributor to the overall revenue
generated by the FMCG sector in India.

However, in the last few years, the FMCG market has grown at a faster
pace in rural India compared with urban India.

Initiatives by Government in FMCG sector :- 

Approval of 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the cash and carry
segment and in single-brand retail along with 51% FDI in multi-brand retail.

100% FDI allowed in food processing segment.

These initiatives will bolster employment and supply chains, and also
provide high visibility for FMCG brands in organised retail markets, thereby
leading to increased consumer spending and encouraging more product
launches.

Editorial of the Day 

Centre must step up cash flow to states :- 

Context

The states are borrowing less than expected in the first quarter of FY
2021-22 despite the negative impact of state-level restrictions, amidst the
second Covid wave, on economic activity.

An overview of borrowing by States

In 2020-21, the gross amount raised through state development
loans (SDLs) or bonds had jumped to Rs 8 trillion, up from Rs 6.3
trillion in the previous year.
The increase was a fallout of the Covid-19 pandemic on state
finances.
In the first quarter of the current financial year i.e. 2021-22, gross
issuances of bonds stood at Rs 1.4 trillion.
This amount is 14 per cent lower than the bonds issued last year
(Rs 1.7 trillion).
This is also around 20 per cent lower than what states had initially
indicated they would borrow (Rs 1.8 trillion) through the indicative
calendar of market borrowings released by the RBI.
As a result, state bond issuances have undershot expectations in
the first quarter.

Factor’s responsible for lower state borrowing

 Lower state borrowings were a consequence of three major factors.
First, an additional tax devolution of Rs 450 billion from the
Centre in late March.
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This amount was in excess of the Rs 5.5 trillion tax
devolution that had been included in the revised estimates for
2020-21.
Second, record-high GST collections in April which doubled to Rs
1.3 trillion in the first quarter of this year, up from Rs 0.6 trillion in
the same period last year.
Third, receipt of substantial grants from the Centre adding up
to Rs 436 billion in April-May related to the recommendations of the
Fifteenth Finance Commission.

Factors that could influence the borrowing pattern in the next
three quarters

First, the varying pace of unlocking and the consequent economic
revival in states from June onwards may crucially affect state
borrowings in the second quarter.
A faster ramp-up of vaccine administration may help some
states, reducing the need to borrow.
Second, the eventual calendar for raising back-to-back loans by the
GoI to compensate states for the loss in their GST
revenues could also result in a change in the states’ borrowing
schedule.
Third, the quantum, and timing of tax devolution will also play a
role.

Why timing of the Central tax devolution matters for States

Central tax devolution forms a quarter of states’ combined
revenue receipts.
This revenue stream has contracted by 15 per cent in the first
two months of the year, falling to Rs 392 billion each in April-May
this year, from Rs 460 billion last year.
If the Centre continues to devolve to states this amount till February
2022, then a massive Rs 2.4 trillion (36 per cent of the budgeted
amount) will be left for devolution in March 2022 — assuming that
the devolution for the full year is not revised below the budgeted
level.
From the states’ point of view, this would be rather inefficient from
a cash flow perspective.

Conclusion

An early step-up in tax devolution by the central government may provide
comfort to the states to accelerate expenditure during another uncertain
year, without borrowings being pushed up in the next two quarters.

2021-07-07 23:52:45
07 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Panchmuli Lake, sometimes seen in the news recently, was located
near?

a.   Bhakra Nangal Dam

b. Sardar Sarovar Dam

c.   Nagarjuna Sagar Dam

d.   Krishnarajasagar Dam

2)Consider the following statements with respective to Fly Ash
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1. It is collected from the exhaust gases by electrostatic precipitators or
bag filters.

2. Its chemical composition includes calcium silicates, calcium aluminate
and calcium aluminoferrite.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 only

b.   2 only

c.  Both 1 and 2

d.   Neither 1 nor 2

3)Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) is located in which of the following
states?

a.   Uttar Pradesh

b.   West Bengal

c.   Himachal Pradesh

d. Bihar

Map of the Day 



A re-attempted legislation

A previous draft had been introduced in 2018 and had been passed by Lok
Sabha despite stiff opposition from both parliamentarians as well as
experts.

It was later never introduced in Rajya Sabha.

Experts say that nearly all the concerns raised in 2018 have been
addressed in this new draft Bill.

Draft Anti-trafficking Bill 2021 :- 

The Bill has increased the scope of the nature of offences of trafficking as
well as the kind of victims of these offences, with stringent penalties
including life imprisonment, and even the death penalty in cases of an
extreme nature.

Types of offenders

The scope of the Bill vis offenders will also include defence personnel and
government servants, doctors and paramedical staff or anyone in a position
of authority.

Penalty

In most cases of child trafficking, especially in the case of the trafficking of
more than one child, the penalty is now life imprisonment.

While the penalty will hold a minimum of seven years which can go up to
an imprisonment of 10 years and a fine of Rs 5 lakh.

In certain cases, even the death penalty can be sought.

Definition of exploitation

Exploitation has been defined to include, at a minimum, the exploitation of
the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation including
pornography.

It also includes any act of physical exploitation, forced labour or services,
slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or forced removal of
organs, illegal clinical drug trials or illegal bio-medical research.

Victims covered

The Bill also extends beyond the protection of women and children as
victims to now include transgenders as well as any person who may be a
victim of trafficking.

It also does away with the provision that a victim necessarily needs to be
transported from one place to another to be defined as a victim.

Investigation Agency

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) shall act as the national
investigating and coordinating agency responsible for the prevention and
combating of trafficking in persons.

2) Sir Chettur Sankaran Nair :- 

A noted filmmaker has recently announced his decision to produce the
biopic of Sir Chettur Sankaran Nair, an acclaimed lawyer and judge in the
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Madras High Court and one of the early builders of the Indian National
Congress.

Sir Chettur Sankaran Nair

Nair was born in the year 1857 in Mankara village of Malabar’s Palakkad
district.

He belonged to an aristocratic family and his great grandfather was
employed by the East India Company to enforce peace in the Malabar
region.

His grandfather was employed as the chief officer under the Civilian
Divisional Officer.

Key positions held

In 1897 he became the youngest president of the INC in the history of the
party till then, and the only Malayali to hold the post ever.

By 1908 he was appointed as a permanent judge in the Madras High Court.
In 1902 Lord Curzon appointed him a member of the Raleigh University
Commission.

In 1904 he was appointed as Companion of the Indian Empire by the King-
Emperor and in 1912 he was knighted.

In 1915 he became part of the Viceroy’s Council, put in charge of the
education portfolio.

3)Arctic’s ‘Last Ice Area’ :- A part of the Arctic’s ice called the “Last Ice
Area”, located north of Greenland, has melted before expected. Scientists
had believed this area was strong enough to withstand global warming.

What is the Last Ice Area?

In an article published in 2015, National Geographic noted that climate
projections forecast the total disappearance of summer ice in the Arctic by
the year 2040.

However, the only place that would be able to withstand a warming climate
would be this area of ice called the “Last Ice Area”.

But while this piece of ice above northern Canada and Greenland was
expected to last the longest time, it is now showing signs of melting.

WWF claims that WWF-Canada was the first to call this area the‘ Last Ice
Area’.

Why is the area important?

The area is important because it was thought to be able to help ice-
dependent species as ice in the surrounding areas melted away.

The area is used by polar bears to hunt for seals who use ice to build dens
for their offspring.

Walruses too, use the surface of the ice for food search.

4)Indian Army Memorial in Italy :- During his four-day visit to the UK
and Italy, the Indian Army Chief will inaugurate the Indian Army Memorial
at Cassino in Italy, about 140 km away from Rome.
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What is the memorial about?

The memorial commemorates over 3,100 Commonwealth servicemen who
took part in the effort to liberate Italy in World War II.

Apart from this, 900 Indian soldiers were also commemorated on this
memorial.

What was happening in Italy in WWII?

Under Benito Mussolini, Italy had joined Nazi Germany in 1936 and
in 1940 it entered WWII (1939-1945) against the Allies.

But in 1943, Mussolini was overthrown and instead, Italy declared war on
Germany.

The invasion of Italy by the Allies coincided with an armistice that was
made with the Italians.

Even so, the UK’s National Army Museum notes that for two years during
WWII, Italy became one of the war’s most “exhausting campaigns” because
they were facing a skilled and resolute enemy.

What was India’s involvement in World War II?

In the first half of the 1940s, India was still under British rule and the Indian
Army fought in both the world wars.

It comprised both Indian and European soldiers.

Apart from this, there was the East India Company Army that also recruited
both Indian and European soldiers and the British Army, which was also
present in India.

India the largest volunteer

Indian Army was the largest volunteer force during WWII, with over 2.5
million (more than 20 lakh) Indians participating.

These troops fought the Axis powers (Germany, Italy and Japan) as part of
the Allies.

By 1945, the Allies had won, Italy had been liberated, Adolf Hitler was dead
and India was barely a couple of years short of independence.

However, while millions of Indians participated, their efforts are not always
recognized.

5)NIPUN Bharat Programme:- Union Minister for Education has launched
a National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and
Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat).

NIPUN Bharat

This scheme aims for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily
attains foundational literacy.

It has been launched under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of
Samagra Shiksha.

It would cover the learning needs of children in the age group of 3 to 9
years.
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The unique feature is that the goals of the Mission are set in the form of
Lakshya Soochi or Targets for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.

The Lakshyas are based on the learning outcomes developed by the NCERT
and international research and ORF studies.

6) IGNCA : 

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) was established in
1987 as an autonomous institution under the Ministry of Culture, as a
centre for research, academic pursuit and dissemination in the field of the
arts.

The IGNCA has a trust (i.e. Board of Trustees), which meets regularly to
give general direction about the Centre’s work. The Executive Committee,
drawn from among the Trustees, functions under a Chairman.

It is a research unit under Project Mausam.

Project ‘Mausam’ is a Ministry of Culture project with Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), New Delhi as the nodal agency.

7)Ethiopia is building one of the largest dams in the world, the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), on the river Nile near the Sudan
border.

Key Points :- 

It is Africa’s biggest dam project and will have lasting impacts on its longest
river- Nile.

The hydroelectric dam is being built on the Nile (north-flowing river in
Africa), in the lowlands of Ethiopia.

Concerns: The Nile is under serious threat of severe pollution, climate
change and Egypt’s growing population.

Egypt is one of the driest countries on earth, with 95% of its people living
along the Nile (or its overflowing Delta).

It relies almost totally on the Nile for its water supply and the construction
of this dam will further cut down Egypt’s water supply by 12-25%.

8) What is OPEC+?

The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil along with the 13 OPECs are
termed as OPEC plus countries.

OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and
Sudan.

Saudi and Russia, both have been at the heart of a three-year alliance of oil
producers known as OPEC Plus — which now includes 11 OPEC members
and 10 non-OPEC nations — that aims to shore up oil prices with production
cuts.

Why OPEC plus came into existence?

When Russia concluded the Vienna Agreement in 2016, the Russian
leadership believed that it would help prepare the country for the Russian
presidential elections in March 2018.
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For Saudi Arabia, turning what had been an ad hoc coalition into a formal
group provides a hedge (protection) against future oil-market turbulence.

For Russia, the formalization of the group helps expand Putin’s influence in
the Middle East

However, both reportedly aimed at causing a drop in oil prices in order to
hit US shale producers, who have continued to benefit from OPEC
production cuts by expanding their market share.

Editorials of the Day

Seeking a paradigm shift in mental health care :- 

Context

Recently, a High Court suggested that homeless persons with health
conditions be branded with a permanent tattoo, when vaccinated against
COVID-19.

Issue

In many countries, persons with severe mental health conditions
live in shackles in their homes, in overcrowded hospitals, and even
in prison.
On the other hand, many persons with mental health issues live and
even die alone on the streets.
Three losses dominate the mental health systems
narrative: dignity, agency and personhood.
Issues with the laws: Far-sighted changes in policy and laws have
often not taken root and many laws fail to meet international
human rights standards.
Many also do not account for cultural, social and political
contexts resulting in moral rhetoric that doesn’t change the
scenario of inadequate care.
There is also the social legacy of the asylum, and of psychiatry and
mental illness itself, that guides our imagination in how care is
organised.

Way forward: A responsive care system

We must understand mental health conditions for what they are and
for how they are associated with disadvantage.
These situations are linked, but not always so, therefore, not all
distress can be medicalised.
Adopt WHO guidelines: Follow the Guidance on Community
Mental Health Services recently launched by the World Health
Organization.
The Guidance, which includes three models from
India, addresses the issue from ‘the same side’ as the mental
health service user and focuses on the co-production of
knowledge and on good practices.
Drawn from 22 countries, these models balance care and
support with rights and participation.
Open dialogue: The practice of open dialogue, a therapeutic
practice that originated in Finland, runs through many programmes
in the Guidance.
This approach trains the therapist in de-escalation of distress and
breaks power differentials that allow for free expression.
Increase investment: With emphasis on social care components
such as work force participation, pensions and housing, increased
investments in health and social care seem imperative.
Network of services: For those homeless and who opt not to
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enter mental health establishments, we can provide a network of
services ranging from soup kitchens at vantage points to mobile
mental health and social care clinics.
Small emergency care and recovery centres for those who need
crisis support instead of larger hospitals, and long-term inclusive
living options in an environment that values diversity and
celebrates social mixing, will reframe the archaic narrative of
how mental health care is to be provided.

Conclusion

Persons with mental health conditions need a responsive care system that
inspires hope and participation without which their lives are empty. We
should endeavour to provide them with such a responsive care system.

2) Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) Project :- 

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has
issued orders appointing an advisory committee for its Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC) project.

What does one mean by ‘Open-source’?

An open-source project means that anybody is free to use, study,
modify and distribute the project for any purpose.
These permissions are enforced through an open-source licence
easing adoption and facilitating collaboration.

What is ONDC Project?

ONDC seeks to promote open networks, which are developed using
the open-source methodology.
The project is aimed at curbing “digital monopolies”.
This is a step in the direction of making e-commerce processes
open-source, thus creating a platform that can be utilized by all
online retailers.
They will encourage the usage of standardized open specifications
and open network protocols, which are not dependent on any
particular platform or customized one.

What processes are expecting to be open-sourced with this
project?

Several operational aspects including onboarding of sellers, vendor
discovery, price discovery and product cataloguing could be made
open source on the lines of Unified Payments Interface (UPI).
If mandated, this could be problematic for larger e-commerce
companies, which have proprietary processes and technology
deployed for these segments of operations.

What is the significance of making something open-source?

Making a software or a process open-source means that the code or
the steps of that process is made available freely for others to use,
redistribute and modify.
If the ONDC gets implemented and mandated, it would mean that
all e-commerce companies will have to operate using the same
processes.
This could give a huge booster shot to smaller online retailers and
new entrants.

What does the DPIIT intend from the project?
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ONDC is expected to digitize the entire value chain, standardize
operations, promote inclusion of suppliers, derive efficiencies in
logistics and enhance value for stakeholders and consumers.

What is a ‘Digital Monopoly’?

Digital monopolies refer to a scenario wherein e-commerce giants
or Big Tech companies tend to dominate and flout competition law
pertaining to monopoly.
The Giants have built their own proprietary platforms for operations.
In March, India moved to shake up digital monopolies in the
country’s $ 1+ trillion retail market by making public a draft of a
code of conduct — Draft Ecommerce Policy, reported Bloomberg.
The government sought to help local start-ups and reduce the
dominance of giants such as Amazon and Walmart-Flipkart.
The rules sought to define the cross-border flow of user data after
taking into account complaints by small retailers.

Processes in the ONDC

Sellers will be onboarded through open networks. Other open-
source processes will include those such as vendor and price
discovery; and product cataloguing.
The format will be similar to the one which is used in the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI).
Mega e-commerce companies have proprietary processes and
technology for these operations.
Marketplaces such as Amazon, Flipkart, Zomato, BigBasket and
Grofers will need to register on the ONDC platform to be created by
DPIIT and QCI.
The task of implementing DPIIT’s ONDC project has been assigned
to the Quality Council of India (QCI).

Back2Basics: Quality Council of India

QCI was set up in 1997 by the government of India jointly with
Indian industry (represented by CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM) as an
autonomous body under the administrative control of the
department.
QCI establishes and operates the National Accreditation Structure
for conformity assessment bodies; providing accreditation in the
field of education, health and quality promotion.

2021-07-07 17:39:01
01 July 2021 - 06 July 2021 Daily Current Affairs

Consider the following statements with respect to NIPUN Bharat

1. It creates an enabling environment to accomplish that every child
achieves the desired learning competencies in reading, writing and
numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.

2. It will be implemented by the Department of School Education and
Literacy under the aegis of the centrally sponsored Samagra
Shiksha Scheme.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a.   1 only
b.   2 only
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c.   Both 1 and 2
d.   Neither 1 nor 2

Archaeologists have recently encounter distinct traces of three cultural
phases at the excavation site at Durgadevi village. The Durgadevi village is
located in?

a.   Kerala
b.   Odisha
c.   Tamil Nadu
d.   Andhra Pradesh

Global Peace Index Report, 2021, was recently published by?

a.   Economist Intelligence Unit
b.   Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
c.   UN Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute
d.   None of the above

Which of the following statement(s) is/ are incorrect with respect to LEAF
Coalition

1. It offers the financial assurance needed for countries to start
prioritizing policies that reduce deforestation.

2. It is an initiative with all the G20 Nations as its members. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a.   1 only
b.   2 only
c.   Both 1 and 2
d.   Neither 1 nor 2

MAP OF THE DAY 



What is the human genome sequence?

The human genome sequence is contained in our DNA and is made
up of long chains of “base pairs” that form our 23 chromosomes.
Along our chromosomes are the base pair sequences that form our
30,000 genes.
All humans share a great degree of similarity in their genome
sequences – the same genes are ordered in the same manner
across the same chromosomes.
Each of us is unique (except for identical twins) in terms of the
exact base pair sequence that makes up our genes and thus our
DNA/chromosomes.
It is this similarity that, in a genetic sense, defines us as “human”
and the specific variation that defines us as individuals.

The Human Genome Project

As early as the 1980s, momentum was gathering behind activities
that supported, and would eventually define, the Human Genome
Project.
Conversations had turned into workshops that likened
characterization of the human genome to characterization of the
human anatomy that had centuries earlier revolutionized the
practice of medicine.
In 1990, with continued support from the US and widespread
international collaboration and cooperation, the $3 billion dollar
Human Genome Project was launched.
The project aimed to determine the sequence of the human
genome within 15 years.
By 2000 (well ahead of schedule) a working draft of the human
genome was announced.
This was followed by regular updates and refinements and today we
all have access to a human “reference genome sequence”.

Why did it take 20 years?

Much of the newly sequenced material is the “heterochromatic”
part of the genome.
This is more “tightly packed” than the euchromatic genome and
contains many highly repetitive sequences that are very
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challenging to read accurately.
These regions were once thought not to contain any important
genetic information but they are now known to contain genes that
are involved in fundamentally important processes such as the
formation of organs during embryonic development.
Among the 200 million newly sequenced base pairs are an
estimated 115 genes predicted to be involved in producing proteins.

Two key factors made the completion of the human genome possible:

1. Choosing a very special cell type

The new sequence was created using human cells derived from a
very rare type of tissue called a complete hydatidiform mole, which
occurs when a fertilized egg loses all the genetic material
contributed to it by the mother.
Most cells contain two copies of each chromosome, one from each
parent and each parent’s chromosome contributing a different DNA
sequence.
A cell from a complete hydatidiform mole has two copies of the
father’s chromosomes only, and the genetic sequence of each pair
of chromosomes is identical.
This makes the full genome sequence much easier to piece
together.

2. Advances in sequencing technology

A new method called “shotgun sequencing”, involved breaking the
genome into very small fragments of about 200 base pairs, cloning
them inside bacteria, deciphering their sequences, and then piecing
them back together like a giant jigsaw.
This was the main reason the original draft covered only the
euchromatic regions of the genome — only these regions could be
reliably sequenced using this method.
The latest sequence was deduced using two complementary new
DNA-sequencing technologies.

2)What are Gamma Ray Burst (GRB) Explosion? :- 

The emission from the most notable Gamma Ray Burst (GRB) explosion
away from 4.5 billion light-years has been traced by Indian researchers.

What are GRB Explosions?

GRBs are immensely energetic explosions that have been observed
in distant galaxies.
They are the brightest and most energetic electromagnetic events
known to occur in the universe.
Bursts can last from ten milliseconds to several hours.
After an initial flash of gamma rays, a longer-lived “afterglow” is
usually emitted at longer wavelengths (X-ray, ultraviolet, optical,
infrared, microwave and radio).
The intense radiation of most observed GRBs is thought to be
released during a supernova or superluminous supernova as a high-
mass star implodes to form a neutron star or a black hole.

What makes GRB special?

The explosions are both extremely energetic (a typical burst
releases as much energy in a few seconds as the Sun will in its
entire 10-billion-year lifetime) and extremely rare.

3) What is the ‘Heat Dome’ causing record temperatures in USA? :- 
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A US city has recorded the highest temperatures as high as 46-degree
Celsius part due to the historic heatwave that lasted as a result of a
phenomenon referred to as a “heat dome”.

What is a Heat Dome?

To understand what causes a heat dome, one should liken the
Pacific Ocean to a large swimming pool in which the heater is
turned on.
Once the heater is on, the portions of the pool close to the heating
jets will warm up faster and therefore, the temperature in that area
will be higher.
In the same way, the western Pacific ocean’s temperatures have
increased in the past few decades and are relatively more than the
temperature in the eastern Pacific.
This strong change in ocean temperature from the west to the east
is what a team of scientists believe is the reason for the heat dome.
This occurs when the atmosphere traps heat at the surface, which
encourages the formation of a heatwave.
To compare, the reason that the planet Venus is the hottest in the
Solar System is that its thick, dense cloud cover traps the heat at
the surface, leading to temperatures as high as 471 degrees
Celsius.

Is this heat wave a result of climate change?

It cannot be said for sure if the heatwave is a direct result of global
warming.
Scientists are usually wary of linking climate change to any
contemporary event mainly because of the difficulty in completely
ruling out the possibility of the event having been caused by some
other reason.
Similarly, scientists who have been studying the climate tend to
agree that the heat waves occurring today are more likely to be a
result of climate change for which humans are responsible.

4) What is the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)? :- 

India’s manufacturing industry has slid back to a decline in June, as per the
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IHS Markit Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI).

Purchasing Managers’ Index

PMI is an indicator of business activity — both in the manufacturing
and services sectors.
It is a survey-based measure that asks the respondents about
changes in their perception of some key business variables from the
month before.
It is calculated separately for the manufacturing and services
sectors and then a composite index is constructed.
The PMI is compiled by IHS Markit based on responses to
questionnaires sent to purchasing managers in a panel of around
400 manufacturers.

How is the PMI derived?

The PMI is derived from a series of qualitative questions.
Executives from a reasonably big sample, running into hundreds of
firms, are asked whether key indicators such as output, new orders,
business expectations and employment were stronger than the
month before and are asked to rate them.

How does one read the PMI?

A figure above 50 denotes expansion in business activity. Anything
below 50 denotes contraction.
Higher the difference from this mid-point greater the expansion or
contraction. The rate of expansion can also be judged by comparing
the PMI with that of the previous month data.
If the figure is higher than the previous month’s then the economy
is expanding at a faster rate. If it is lower than the previous month
then it is growing at a lower rate.

What are its implications for the economy?

The PMI is usually released at the start of the month, much before
most of the official data on industrial output, manufacturing and
GDP growth becomes available.
It is, therefore, considered a good leading indicator of economic
activity.
Economists consider the manufacturing growth measured by the
PMI as a good indicator of industrial output, for which official
statistics are released later.
Central banks of many countries also use the index to help make
decisions on interest rates.

5)Global Cybersecurity Index 2020 :- 

India has made it to the top 10 in Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2020 by
ITU, moving up 37 places to rank as the tenth best country in the world on
key cybersafety parameters.

Global Cybersecurity Index

GCI assessment is done on the basis of performance on five
parameters of cybersecurity including legal measures, technical
measures, organizational measures, capacity development, and
cooperation.
The performance is then aggregated into an overall score.
For each of the five aspects, all the countries’ performance and
commitment are assessed through a question-based online survey,
which further allowed for the collection of the supporting evidence.
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India’s progress

As per the ranking, India has moved up by 37 places to rank as the
tenth best country in the world.
The US topped the chart, followed by the UK and Saudi Arabia tied
on the second position, while Estonia was ranked third in the index.
India has also secured the fourth position in the Asia Pacific region,
underlining its commitment to cybersecurity.

Its significance

The affirmation by the UN body of India’s efforts on cybersecurity
comes just ahead of the sixth anniversary of Digital India on July 1.
India is emerging as a global IT superpower, asserting its digital
sovereignty with firm measures to safeguard data privacy and
online rights of citizens.

6) International Telecommunication Union

ITU is the United Nations specialized agency for information and
communication technologies – ICTs.
Founded in 1865 to facilitate international connectivity in
communications networks. It is Headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland.
It allocates global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, develops the
technical standards that ensure networks and technologies
seamlessly interconnect, and strives to improve access to ICTs to
underserved communities worldwide.
Recently, India got elected as a member of ITU Council for another
4-year term – from 2019 to 2022. India has remained a regular
member since 1952.

7)United District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+)
2019-20 :- 

The Union Education Minister has released the Report on United
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) 2019-20 for School
Education in India.

What is UDISE+?

UDISE+ is one of the largest Management Information Systems on
school education.
It covers more than 1.5 million schools, 8.5 million teachers and 250
million children.
Launched in 2018-2019, UDISE+ was introduced to speed up data
entry, reduce errors, improve data quality and ease its verification.
It is an updated and improved version of UDISE, which was initiated
in 2012-13 by the Ministry of Education under the UPA govt by
integrating DISE for elementary education and SEMIS for secondary
education.

Why is it important?

As per the UDISE+ website, “Timely and accurate data is the basis
of sound and effective planning and decision-making.
Towards this end, the establishment of a well-functioning and
Sustainable Educational Management Information System is of
utmost importance today.”
In short, the UDISE+ helps measure the education
parameters from classes 1 to 12 in government and private schools
across India.
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What does the 2019-20 report say?

The total enrolment in 2019-20 from primary to higher secondary
levels of school education was a little over 25.09 crore.
Enrolment for boys was 13.01 crore and that of the girls was 12.08
crore.
This was an increase by more than 26 lakh over the previous year
2018-19.

8) Middle Income Trap :- The middle income trap is an economic
development situation in which a country that attains a certain income (due
to given advantages) gets stuck at that level. The term was introduced by
the World Bank in 2006 and is defined by them as the 'middle-income
range' countries with gross national product per capita that has remained
between $1,000 to $12,000 at constant (2011) prices.

9) Lowering Emissions by Accelerating Forest Finance (LEAF)
Coalition :- 

  

At the recently concluded Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April 2021, the
Lowering Emissions by Accelerating Forest Finance (LEAF) Coalition was
announced.

LEAF Coalition

LEAF Coalition is a collective of the US, UK and Norway
governments.
It is a public-private effort, thus supported by transnational
corporations (TNCs) like Unilever plc, Amazon, Nestle, Airbnb etc.
It came up with a $1 billion fund plan that shall be offered to
countries committed to arresting the decline of their tropical forests
by 2030.
The LEAF coalition initiative is a step towards concretizing the aims
and objectives of the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation (REDD+) mechanism.

How does this coalition work?

The LEAF Coalition can help reverse the trend by providing
unprecedented financial support to tropical forest governments
implementing forest protection, contributing to green and resilient
growth through sustainable investments.
It empowers tropical and subtropical forest countries to move more
rapidly towards ending deforestation while supporting them in
achieving their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under
the Paris Agreement.
Reductions in emissions are made across entire countries or large
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states and provinces (“jurisdictions”) through programs that involve
all key stakeholders, including Indigenous peoples and local
communities.

Why is it significant?

Financial impetus is crucial as it incentivizes developing countries to
capture extensive deforestation and provide livelihood opportunities
to forest-dependent populations.
The initiative comes at a crucial time when the tropics have lost
close to 12.2 million hectares (mha) of tree cover year last year
according to global estimates released by Global Forest Watch.
Most of these lost forests were located in the developing countries
of Latin America, Africa and South Asia.
India’s estimated loss in 2020 stands at 20.8-kilo hectares due to
forest fires

What lies next?

Implementation of the LEAF Coalition will help pump in fresh rigour
among developing countries like India, that are reluctant to
recognize the contributions of their forest-dwelling populations in
mitigating climate change.
With the deadline for proposal submission fast approaching, India
needs to act swiftly on a revised strategy.
Although India has pledged to carry out its REDD+ commitments, it
is impossible to do so without seeking knowledge from its forest-
dwelling population.

10) Black Hole swallows Neutron Star :- 

  

In an entirely strange phenomenon, astronomers have spotted two neutron
stars being swallowed by different black holes.

What are Black Holes?

A black hole is a region of spacetime where gravity is so strong that
nothing—no particles or even electromagnetic radiation such as
light—can escape from it.
Neutron stars and black holes are among the most extreme objects
in the universe. They are the fossil relics of massive dead stars.
When a star that is more than eight times as massive as the Sun
runs out of fuel, it undergoes a spectacular explosion called a
supernova.
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What remains can be a neutron star or a black hole.

There is no upper limit to how massive a black hole can be, but all
black holes have two things in common: a point of no return at their
surface called an “event horizon”, from which not even light can
escape and a point at their centre called a “singularity”, at which
the laws of physics as we understand them break down.

What about Neutron stars?

Neutron stars are typically between 1.5 and two times as massive
as the Sun but are so dense that all their mass is packed into an
object the size of a city.
At this density, atoms can no longer sustain their structure and
dissolve into a stream of free quarks and gluons: the building blocks
of protons and neutrons.

What is the news observation?

Gravitational waves are produced when celestial objects collide and
the ensuing energy creates ripples in the fabric of space-time which
carry all the way to detectors on Earth.
The reverberations from the two celestial objects were picked up
using a global network of gravitational wave detectors.

What makes this strange phenomenon?

This is the first time scientists have seen gravitational waves from a
neutron star and a black hole.
Previous gravitational wave detections have spotted black holes
colliding, and neutron stars merging but not one of each.

Why study this?

Neutron star-black hole systems allow us to piece together the
evolutionary history of stars.
Gravitational-wave astronomers are like stellar fossil-hunters, using
the relics of exploded stars to understand how massive stars form,
live and die.

Answer this PYQ in the comment box:

Q.“Event Horizon” is related to (CSP 2018):

(a) Telescope

(b) Black hole

(c) Solar glares

(d) None of the above

11) Project BOLD :- 

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has launched the
unique Project Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought (BOLD) in Rajasthan.

Project BOLD

Project BOLD seeks to create bamboo-based green patches in arid
and semi-arid land zones.
It is a unique scientific exercise serving the combined national
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objectives of reducing desertification and providing livelihood and
multi-disciplinary rural industry support.
5000 saplings of special bamboo species: Bambusa-Tulda and
Bambusa-Polymorpha specially brought from Assam – have been
planted over 25 bigha (16 acres approx) of vacant arid Gram
Panchayat land.
KVIC has thus created a world record of planting the highest
number of bamboo saplings on a single day at one location.

Why Bamboo?

KVIC has judiciously chosen bamboo for developing green patches.
Bamboos grow very fast and in about three years’ time, they could
be harvested.
Bamboos are also known for conserving water and reducing
evaporation of water from the land surface, which is an important
feature in arid and drought-prone regions.

Significance of the move

The project will help in reducing the land degradation percentage of
the country, while on the other hand, they will be havens of
sustainable development and food security.
The bamboo plantation program will boost self-employment in the
region.
It will benefit a large number of women and unemployed youths in
the region by connecting them to skill development programs.

Bamboo in India

Bamboos are tall treelike grasses.
With an amendment in 2017 in the Indian Forest Act 1927, the
Bamboo has ceased to be a tree anymore.
Earlier, the definition of tree in the law included palm, bamboo,
brushwood and cane.
The move aims to promote cultivation of bamboo in non-forest
areas to achieve the “twin objectives” of increasing the income of
farmers and also increasing the green cover of the country.
Bamboo grown in the forest areas would continue to be governed
by the provisions of the Indian Forest Act.

Editorials of the Day 

How police can serve citizens better :- 

Cost of inefficient criminal justice system

However, there is a reluctance to implement the Supreme Court-
mandated police reforms of 2006.
The economic cost of the failed criminal justice system is reflected
in the reluctance of foreign companies to set up
manufacturing and commercial ventures in India for want of
quick settlement of criminal, labour and civil disputes.
The social implications can be gauged from the report, “Crime in
India 2019”, published by the National Crime Records Bureau.
Investigation and prosecution need improvement and all criminal
trials must be completed within a year.
Technology-driven service delivery mechanisms can help
achieve this.

Need to ensure time-bound delivery of services
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Along with prevention and detection of crime and maintenance of
law and order, police stations in India undertake numerous daily
tasks.
These tasks include providing verifications and no objection
certificates of different kinds to citizens.
In criminal and non-cognisable cases, police stations provide copies
of FIRs, complaints and final reports.
Police stations also verify domestic help/employees of central and
state governments/public sector undertakings/students going
abroad for studies.
The Bureau of Police Research & Development (BPR&D) had
identified 45 such tasks in 2017.
Ease of business means police stations dispose of these requests in
a transparent and time-bound manner.
The procedures are non-transparent and timelines are often blurred
which encourage corrupt practice.
Even as police reforms are pursued by the Supreme Court,
a definite attempt can be made to ensure time-bound
delivery of the above-mentioned services to citizens.

Use of technology for service delivery

These e-portals of various state police seek to provide citizen-
centric services such as requests for issue/renewal of various NOCs,
verification requests for servants, employment, passport, senior
citizen registrations etc.
The India Justice Report (IJR) 2020 supported by Tata Trusts has
studied the e-portals of various state police organisations.
The report mentions that “despite the push for digitisation, no state
offered the complete bouquet of services…
The report also mentions that users face numerous problems of
accessibility to these services.
The IJR 2020 audit confirms that states need to invest more
resources to upgrade their e-portals for providing the 45
identified basic services to the citizens

Way forward

This highlights that technology for service delivery to citizens has
not been prioritised by the police leadership.
. This is a task that police leadership can concentrate on without
any political interference.
The Bureau of Police Research had worked out the timeline for
each service and the hierarchy/levels involved.
The recommendations have been shared with the state police
organisations.
Adhering to a defined process with a timeline and clear delineation
of the levels of police officers involved can ensure transparent and
non-corrupt service delivery.
It will reduce the number of fruitless visits a citizen makes to a
police station chasing different officers.
Along with ease of use, the language of e-portals needs attention
too.
Citizens seeking clearances may not be very educated.
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) earmarked about Rs 20,000
crore for the modernisation of police (2017-2020), for schemes
such as crime and criminal tracing networks and system
(CCTNS), police wireless and e-prisons.
States can take up this crucial service delivery mechanism.

2) Rule of Law vs Rule by Law :- 

Understanding law
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Law, in its most general sense, is a tool of social control that
is backed by the sovereign.
However, such a definition of law can be used not only to render
justice, it can also be used to justify oppression.
Therefore it is argued that a law cannot really be classified as a
“law” unless it imbibes within itself the ideals of justice and
equity.
So, any law backed by a sovereign must be tempered by certain
ideals or tenets of justice.
Only a state that is governed by such law, can be said to have the
Rule of Law.
The British colonial power used the law as a tool of political
repression, enforcing it unequally on the parties, with a different set
of rules for the British and for the Indians.
 It was an enterprise famous for “Rule by Law”, rather than “Rule of
Law.

Four principles of rule of law

Clarity and accessibility: Laws must be clear and accessible, the
people at least ought to know what the laws are.
Another implication of this principle is that they should be worded
in simple, unambiguous language.
Equality: An important aspect of equality before law is having
equal access to justice.
This guarantee of equal justice will be rendered meaningless if the
vulnerable sections are unable to enjoy their rights because of their
poverty or illiteracy or any other kind of weakness.
Another aspect is the issue of “gender equality”.
Participation of people: The third principle, the “right to
participate in the creation and refinement of laws”.
The very essence of a democracy is that its citizenry has a role to
play, directly or indirectly, in the laws that govern them.
In India, it is done through elections.
The idea that people are the ultimate sovereign is also to be found
in notions of human dignity and autonomy
Strong independent judiciary: The fourth principle stemsp from
the idea that the judiciary is the “guardian” of the Constitution.
The judiciary is the primary organ which is tasked with ensuring
that the laws that are enacted are in line with the Constitution.

Independent judiciary and role of media

The judiciary cannot be controlled, directly or indirectly, by the
legislature or the executive, or else the Rule of Law would become
illusory.
At the same time, judges should not be swayed by the emotional
pitch of public opinion either, which is getting amplified
through social media platforms.
Judges have to be mindful of the fact that the noise thus amplified
is not necessarily reflective of what is right and what the
majority believes in.
Therefore, media trials cannot be a guiding factor in deciding
cases.
It is, therefore, extremely vital to function independently and
withstand all external aids and pressures.
While there is a lot of discussion about the pressure from the
executive, it is also imperative to start a discourse as to how
social media trends can affect the institutions.

3) What lies ahead for Afghanistan after US exit? :- 
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The US troops are departing away after coordinating the 20-year-long war
in Afghanistan, effectively ending their military operations in the country.

Why did the US invade Afghanistan?

Weeks after the 9-11 terrorist attacks, the US declared war on
Afghanistan.
It was then ruled by the Taliban.

Terror then gets safe heaven

Al-Qaeda’s leaders and key operatives fled to safe havens in
Pakistan.
The US rejected an offer from the Taliban to surrender and vowed to
defeat the insurgents in every corner of Afghanistan.
In 2003, US announced that major military operations in the country
were over.
The US focus shifted to the Iraq invasion, while in Afghanistan,
western powers helped build a centralized democratic system and
institutions.
But that neither ended the war nor stabilised the country.

Why is the US pulling back?

The US had reached the conclusion long ago that the war was
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unwinnable.
It wanted a face-saving exit.

What are the terms of US exit?

Before the Doha talks started, the Taliban had maintained that they
would hold direct talks only with the US, and not with the Kabul
government, which they did not recognize.
The US effectively accepted this demand when they cut the Afghan
government off the process and entered direct talks with the
insurgents.
The deal dealt with four aspects of the conflict — violence, foreign
troops, intra-Afghan peace talks and the use of Afghan soil by
terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and the IS.
According to the agreement, the Taliban promised to reduce
violence, join intra-Afghan peace talks and cut all ties with foreign
terrorist groups, while the US pledged to withdraw all its troops.

Present situation in Afghanistan

After the agreement was signed, the US put pressure on the Afghan
government to release thousands of Taliban prisoners — a key
Taliban precondition for starting intra-Afghan talks.
Talks between Taliban representatives and the Afghan government
began in Doha in September 2020 but did not reach any
breakthrough.
At present, the peace process is frozen. And the US is hurrying for
the exit.
The Taliban reduced hostilities against foreign troops but continued
to attack Afghan forces even after the agreement was signed.
Kabul maintains that the Pakistan support for the Taliban is allowing
the insurgents to overcome military pressure and carry forward with
their agenda.

Pakistani role in reviving Taliban

Pakistan was one of the three countries that had recognized the
Taliban regime in the 1990s.
The Taliban captured much of the country with help from Pakistan’s
ISI.
After the 9/11 attacks, Pakistan’s military dictator Musharraf, under
pressure from the Bush administration, cut formal ties with the
Taliban and joined America’s war on terror.
But Pakistan played a double game. It provided shelter to the
Talabani leaders and regrouped their organization which helped
them make a staged comeback in Afghanistan.
Pakistan successfully expected these groups to launch terror
activities against India.

Again in the spotlight

A violent military takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban may not
serve Pakistan’s core interests.
It wants to check India’s influence in Afghanistan and bring the
Taliban to Kabul.
But a violent takeover, like in the 1990s, would lack international
acceptability, leaving Afghanistan unstable for a foreseeable future.
In such a scenario, Pakistan could face another influx of refugees
from Afghanistan and strengthening of anti-Pakistan terror groups,
such as the Tehrik-i-Taliban.
From a strategic point of view, Pakistan would prefer the Taliban
being accommodated in power through negotiations and a peaceful
settlement.
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But it’s not clear whether Pakistan has the capacity to shape the
post-American outcome in Afghanistan.

Why is India reaching out to the Taliban?

India had made contacts with the Taliban in Doha. New Delhi has
not denied reports of its outreach to the Taliban.
India has three critical areas in dealing with the Taliban:

1. One, protecting its investments, which run into billions of rupees, in
Afghanistan;

2. Two, preventing a future Taliban regime from being a pawn of the
ISI;

3. Three, making sure that the Pakistan-backed anti-India terrorist
groups do not get support from the Taliban.

Is the Afghanistan government doomed?

The American intelligence community has concluded that Kabul
could fall within six months.
None of the global leaders are certain about the survival of the
Afghan government.

Taliban is pacing its action

One thing is certain — the American withdrawal has turned the
balance of power in the battleground in favour of the Taliban.
They are already making rapid advances, and could launch a major
offensive targeting the city centers and provincial capitals once the
last American leaves.

Future of Afghanistan

There seems three possibilities:

1. One, there could be a political settlement in which the Taliban and
the government agree to some power-sharing mechanism and
jointly shape the future of Afghanistan. As of now, this looks like a
remote possibility.

2. Two, an all-out civil war may be possible, in which the government,
economically backed and militarily trained by the West, holds on to
its positions in key cities. This is already unfolding.

3. A third scenario would be of the Taliban taking over the country.

Any nation planning to deal with Afghanistan should be prepared for all
three scenarios.
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